
Title: Strongly encourage elected and regulatory officials to oppose extensions to dates 

established in existing sewage treatment outfalls legislation to ensure the timely closure 

(prior to 2025) of all treated wastewater outfall pipes and build/upgrade infrastructure for 

advanced water treatment and reuse capacity to improve ocean water quality.  

Objective: The intended outcome of this action is to end direct release of wastewater onto 

coral reefs by closing outfall pipes and to create advanced water treatment systems in the 

Southeast Florida Coral Reef Initiative region for improved water quality and water reuse. 

Background: This recommended management action is being proposed because water 

quality is affecting the health of coral reefs and coastal habitats; it is causing issues with poor 

diving conditions; and causing potential health hazards for coastal residents.  

View and comment on the Entire RMA Document at: 

www.ourfloridareefs.org/RMAcomment  

S-25

Title: Support Everglades flow restoration to reduce land based sources of pollution and  

improve water quality in estuaries and inlet contributing areas connected to the coral reef 

ecosystems of southeast Florida.  

Objective: The intended outcome of this action is for improved water quality, quantity, 

timing and distribution for human populations and the natural systems in south Florida.  

Background: This recommended management action is being proposed due to the current 

pulse introduction of freshwater to estuaries which leads to seagrass, coral and oyster  

mortality. This recommended management action will improve nutrient uptake by other  

water management treatment measures before the water is discharged to the Everglades or 

to the estuaries, thus there will be improved quality of downstream waters. 

View and comment on the Entire RMA Document at: 

www.ourfloridareefs.org/RMAcomment  

S-28




