
 
 

Title: Set new and appropriate water turbidity standards and support the efforts to improve 
turbidity monitoring methods for marine construction to limit damage from coastal 
constructions to reefs and associated habitats.  
 

Objective: The intended outcome of this action is to set a new Florida State limit for 
construction in or adjacent to submerged resources of ecological significance and are 
sensitive to turbidity and/or sedimentation.  

 

Background: This recommended management action is being put forth because of the 
damage to corals caused by high turbidity and silt deposits during construction work. The 
current turbidity standard may not be effectively minimizing resource impacts caused by 
sedimentation and high turbidity in the water column resulting from coastal construction 
projects.  

View and comment on the Entire RMA Document at:  
www.ourfloridareefs.org/RMAcomment  
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Title: Establish an educational turbidity monitoring certification to improve the quality of 
turbidity data that are used to evaluate project-related threats to resources.  

 

Objective: The intended outcome of this action is to increase the number of trained and 
certified individuals that will conduct turbidity monitoring for coastal construction projects, 
resulting in more accurate data on project-related turbidity.  

 

Background: This recommended management action is being put forth because currently 
turbidity data are being collected by many individuals with various levels of experience and 
expertise. Collection of data by inexperienced, untrained individuals results in uncertainty 
regarding the quality of such data and its usefulness for evaluating project-related impacts 
on resources.  

 

View and comment on the Entire RMA Document at:  
www.ourfloridareefs.org/RMAcomment  
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