
Title: Educate the public on the effects of land-based sources of pollution to reduce the 
amount of pollutants entering storm drains and waterways.  

Objective: The intended outcome of this action is to reduce the amount of pollutants       
entering storm drains and waterways by educating the public on pollutants’ effects.       
Improved water quality and reef health will lead to enhanced (both in number and quality) 
recreational opportunities (diving, fishing, boating, etc.) which will lead to increased 
economic benefits via recreationally based tourism.  

Background: This recommended management action is being proposed because of the 
public's lack of awareness concerning pollutants that enter storm drains and waterways.  

View and comment on the Entire RMA Document at: 
www.ourfloridareefs.org/RMAcomment  
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Title: Promote public education programs like “be Floridian”, “rain gardens”, “nature scape”, 
and “Florida Yards and Neighborhoods” to encourage eco-friendly yard and garden practices 
to help reduce the amount of nutrients and other pollutants reaching the reefs through 
residential run-off.  

Objective: The intended outcome of this action is to increase awareness among 
homeowners of how their behaviors can help reduce nutrients entering the estuaries and 
ocean from run-off associated with homeowner's lawn care/gardening practices; to improve 
water quality as a result of the reduction of nutrients entering the system from residential 
sources; and to utilize existing programs (e.g., Be Floridian, rain gardens, nature scape, and 
Florida Yards and Neighborhoods) to distribute educational materials that link residential 
nutrient inputs to the reefs.  

Background: This recommended management action is being proposed due to nutrients 
entering the estuaries and reefs from residential properties and contributing to poor water 
quality. 

View and comment on the Entire RMA Document at: 
www.ourfloridareefs.org/RMAcomment  
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