
RMA N-68: 
Reduce and regulate fertilizers, herbicides, fungicides, and pesticides to reduce nutrient and pollutant loading to improve water quality and provide protection to the reefs, and promote the use of Florida friendly herbicides and pesticides to reduce or eliminate 
toxic chemicals. 

Submitted Name Interests in reef 
interest 
if other county 

county 
if other 

RMA 
improve 
reef 
ecosystem? 

RMA 
improve 
life? 

support this 
RMA? support or change to support? other comments? Ref # 

2016-03-01 
23:10:49    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So     1451 

2016-03-01 
17:33:36    FISHING, DIVING       Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So     1366 

2016-02-29 
21:48:56  Erik J. Thor 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, PROTECTION   BROWARD   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

As a Golf Course Superintendent, I’m a proud steward 
of our environment in Florida.   As a member of the 
Florida GCSA I proudly support my profession, the 
Association and our “Green Club” certification 
program for golf courses; called the Golf Course Best 
Management Practices (BMP) Certification Program. 
 
Our industry takes proactive measures to demonstrate 
our responsibility to the environment.  In 2012, we 
implemented a voluntary Golf Best Management 
Practices (BMP) Certification Program that we 
developed in cooperation with the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection, United States Golf 
Association Green Section, and the University of 
Florida.  The goal was to agree on attainable 
management practices to keep golf a profitable 
business in Florida while protecting state water and 
natural resources, according to the Clean Water Act 
and other state and local ordinances.  Participants 
receive training using the “Best Management Practices 
for the Enhancement of Environmental Quality on 
Florida Golf Course” handbook which includes the 
following: 
•             Environmental Concepts 
•             Environmental Monitoring 
•             Design and Construction 
•             Irrigation 
•             Nutrition and Fertilization 
•             Cultural Practices 
•             Lake and Aquatic Plant Management 
•             Turfgrass Pest Management 
•             Pesticide Management 
•             Maintenance Operations 
 
Participants must also pass a comprehensive exam to 
earn the Certification. 
 
Our program has been recognized across the country 
and continues to be the model for other BMP 
Programs. Through these efforts, the Florida GCSA was 
recently recognized by the Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of America with the 2015 
Excellence in Government Relations Award.  The 
Florida GCSA believes that Florida superintendents are 1295 



truly environmental stewards and by providing a 
certified program, we will continue to demonstrate 
our positive respect and impact on the environment. 
 
In addition to our program, the Green Industry-BMP 
(Gi-BMP) is a science based educational program for 
all green industry workers (lawn Care and landscape 
maintenance professionals), operated by the 
University of Florida/IFAS Florida Friendly Landscaping 
Program.  The Gi-BMPs teach environmentally safe 
landscaping practices that help conserve and protect 
Florida’s ground and surface waters.  All commercial 
fertilizer applicators must have this certification as 
well as a Limited Commercial Fertilizer Applicator 
Certificate (LCFAC) that is issued by FDACS.  The 
industry supports efforts to insure compliance.  Many 
non-commercial industry applicators are required to 
pass training by local ordinances or voluntarily 
participate in the program to better serve their clients.   
 
Both of these programs are already in place and would 
eliminate the need for a “Green Club” certification as 
indicated in your final recommendation report.  
 
And finally, I urge you to solicit peer-reviewed science 
related to such topics as nutrients and runoff/leaching, 
the use of glyphosate, and attributes of Paspalum 
versus other varieties as referenced in your report.  
For example, although Paspalum has many positive 
benefits given the right set of conditions, it’s not the 
universal solution for many, if not most lawn and golf 
course applications, as section 7.Vii would have you 
believe.  It is more important to have the right plant in 
the right place. I would encourage you to reach out to 
the turf and research scientists of University of 
Florida/IFAS for more information.  They have been 
instrumental in working alongside our Association 
making sure that we are using the best scientifically 
proven methods to maintain golf courses across the 
state while protecting Florida’s environmental quality 
and communities.   
 
As you can see, our industry is already taking the 
appropriate actions and because of this I do not 
support, nor find necessary, Recommendations N-68 
and N-94. 
 
Respectfully,  
Erik J. Thor 

2016-02-29 
10:57:07  Kara Grace Muzia 

DIVING, BOATING, 
PROTECTION   MARTIN   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

The reduction of fertilizers and pesticides is so 
important for the health of the reefs. Climate change 
already creates significant stresses on the reefs, we 
need to curb other stressors such as pesticides and 
fertilizers. Great RMA.   1209 



2016-02-28 
21:54:52  Jack Harari DIVING   BROWARD   Likely Not Likely Not Likely 

Good idea but it will be very difficult to monitor and 
enforce.   1176 

2016-02-28 
18:12:58    DIVING, PROTECTION   BROWARD   Definitely So 

Definitely 
Not Definitely So     1162 

2016-02-25 
22:33:00  

KIMBERLY M 
PORTER 

DIVING, BOATING, 
PROTECTION 

FLORID
A (FL) BROWARD   Definitely So Likely Definitely So 

We must stop these pollutants from hitting our reefs. 
The Lake O run off is horrible and this type of thing 
cannot be allowed.    1079 

2016-02-24 
14:44:44  Matt Sorrell FISHING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

As a Golf Course Superintendent, I’m a proud steward 
of our environment in Florida.   As a member of the 
Florida GCSA I proudly support my profession, the 
Association and our “Green Club” certification 
program for golf courses; called the Golf Course Best 
Management Practices (BMP) Certification Program. 
 
Our industry takes proactive measures to demonstrate 
our responsibility to the environment.  In 2012, we 
implemented a voluntary Golf Best Management 
Practices (BMP) Certification Program that we 
developed in cooperation with the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection, United States Golf 
Association Green Section, and the University of 
Florida.  The goal was to agree on attainable 
management practices to keep golf a profitable 
business in Florida while protecting state water and 
natural resources, according to the Clean Water Act 
and other state and local ordinances.  Participants 
receive training using the “Best Management Practices 
for the Enhancement of Environmental Quality on 
Florida Golf Course” handbook which includes the 
following: 
•             Environmental Concepts 
•             Environmental Monitoring 
•             Design and Construction 
•             Irrigation 
•             Nutrition and Fertilization 
•             Cultural Practices 
•             Lake and Aquatic Plant Management 
•             Turfgrass Pest Management 
•             Pesticide Management 
•             Maintenance Operations 
 
Participants must also pass a comprehensive exam to 
earn the Certification. 
 
Our program has been recognized across the country 
and continues to be the model for other BMP 
Programs. Through these efforts, the Florida GCSA was 
recently recognized by the Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of America with the 2015 
Excellence in Government Relations Award.  The 
Florida GCSA believes that Florida superintendents are 
truly environmental stewards and by providing a 
certified program, we will continue to demonstrate 
our positive respect and impact on the environment. 
 
In addition to our program, the Green Industry-BMP 1056 



(Gi-BMP) is a science based educational program for 
all green industry workers (lawn Care and landscape 
maintenance professionals), operated by the 
University of Florida/IFAS Florida Friendly Landscaping 
Program.  The Gi-BMPs teach environmentally safe 
landscaping practices that help conserve and protect 
Florida’s ground and surface waters.  All commercial 
fertilizer applicators must have this certification as 
well as a Limited Commercial Fertilizer Applicator 
Certificate (LCFAC) that is issued by FDACS.  The 
industry supports efforts to insure compliance.  Many 
non-commercial industry applicators are required to 
pass training by local ordinances or voluntarily 
participate in the program to better serve their clients.   
 
Both of these programs are already in place and would 
eliminate the need for a “Green Club” certification as 
indicated in your final recommendation report.  
 
And finally, I urge you to solicit peer-reviewed science 
related to such topics as nutrients and runoff/leaching, 
the use of glyphosate, and attributes of Paspalum 
versus other varieties as referenced in your report.  
For example, although Paspalum has many positive 
benefits given the right set of conditions, it’s not the 
universal solution for many, if not most lawn and golf 
course applications, as section 7.Vii would have you 
believe.  It is more important to have the right plant in 
the right place. I would encourage you to reach out to 
the turf and research scientists of University of 
Florida/IFAS for more information.  They have been 
instrumental in working alongside our Association 
making sure that we are using the best scientifically 
proven methods to maintain golf courses across the 
state while protecting Florida’s environmental quality 
and communities.   
 
As you can see, our industry is already taking the 
appropriate actions and because of this I do not 
support, nor find necessary, Recommendations N-68 
and N-94. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Matt Sorrell 
Pine Tree Golf Club 

2016-02-24 
12:13:01  Brett Sullivan PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH     Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

As a Golf Course Superintendent, I’m a proud steward 
of our environment in Florida.   As a member of the 
Florida GCSA I proudly support my profession, the 
Association and our “Green Club” certification 
program for golf courses; called the Golf Course Best 
Management Practices (BMP) Certification Program. 
 
Our industry takes proactive measures to 
demonstrate our responsibility to the environment.  
In 2012, we implemented a voluntary Golf Best   1049 



Management Practices (BMP) Certification Program 
that we developed in cooperation with the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection, United 
States Golf Association Green Section, and the 
University of Florida.  The goal was to agree on 
attainable management practices to keep golf a 
profitable business in Florida while protecting state 
water and natural resources, according to the Clean 
Water Act and other state and local ordinances.  
Participants receive training using the “Best 
Management Practices for the Enhancement of 
Environmental Quality on Florida Golf Course” 
handbook which includes the following: 
•             Environmental Concepts 
•             Environmental Monitoring 
•             Design and Construction 
•             Irrigation 
•             Nutrition and Fertilization 
•             Cultural Practices 
•             Lake and Aquatic Plant Management 
•             Turfgrass Pest Management 
•             Pesticide Management 
•             Maintenance Operations 
 
Participants must also pass a comprehensive exam to 
earn the Certification. 
 
Our program has been recognized across the country 
and continues to be the model for other BMP 
Programs. Through these efforts, the Florida GCSA 
was recently recognized by the Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of America with the 
2015 Excellence in Government Relations Award.  The 
Florida GCSA believes that Florida superintendents 
are truly environmental stewards and by providing a 
certified program, we will continue to demonstrate 
our positive respect and impact on the environment. 
 
In addition to our program, the Green Industry-BMP 
(Gi-BMP) is a science based educational program for 
all green industry workers (lawn Care and landscape 
maintenance professionals), operated by the 
University of Florida/IFAS Florida Friendly 
Landscaping Program.  The Gi-BMPs teach 
environmentally safe landscaping practices that help 
conserve and protect Florida’s ground and surface 
waters.  All commercial fertilizer applicators must 
have this certification as well as a Limited 
Commercial Fertilizer Applicator Certificate (LCFAC) 
that is issued by FDACS.  The industry supports efforts 
to insure compliance.  Many non-commercial 
industry applicators are required to pass training by 
local ordinances or voluntarily participate in the 
program to better serve their clients.   
 
Both of these programs are already in place and 



would eliminate the need for a “Green Club” 
certification as indicated in your final 
recommendation report.  
 
And finally, I urge you to solicit peer-reviewed science 
related to such topics as nutrients and 
runoff/leaching, the use of glyphosate, and attributes 
of Paspalum versus other varieties as referenced in 
your report.  For example, although Paspalum has 
many positive benefits given the right set of 
conditions, it’s not the universal solution for many, if 
not most lawn and golf course applications, as 
section 7.Vii would have you believe.  It is more 
important to have the right plant in the right place. I 
would encourage you to reach out to the turf and 
research scientists of University of Florida/IFAS for 
more information.  They have been instrumental in 
working alongside our Association making sure that 
we are using the best scientifically proven methods to 
maintain golf courses across the state while 
protecting Florida’s environmental quality and 
communities.   
 
As you can see, our industry is already taking the 
appropriate actions and because of this I do not 
support, nor find necessary, Recommendations N-68 
and N-94. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Brett Sullivan 
Pine Tree Golf Club 
 
 

2016-02-24 
11:58:27  Daniel Elchert OTHER   

PALM 
BEACH           

As a Golf Course Superintendent, I’m a proud steward 
of our environment in Florida.   As a member of the 
Florida GCSA I proudly support my profession, the 
Association and our “Green Club” certification 
program for golf courses; called the Golf Course Best 
Management Practices (BMP) Certification Program. 
 
Our industry takes proactive measures to demonstrate 
our responsibility to the environment.  In 2012, we 
implemented a voluntary Golf Best Management 
Practices (BMP) Certification Program that we 
developed in cooperation with the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection, United States Golf 
Association Green Section, and the University of 
Florida.  The goal was to agree on attainable 
management practices to keep golf a profitable 
business in Florida while protecting state water and 
natural resources, according to the Clean Water Act 
and other state and local ordinances.  Participants 
receive training using the “Best Management Practices 
for the Enhancement of Environmental Quality on 1047 



Florida Golf Course” handbook which includes the 
following: 
•             Environmental Concepts 
•             Environmental Monitoring 
•             Design and Construction 
•             Irrigation 
•             Nutrition and Fertilization 
•             Cultural Practices 
•             Lake and Aquatic Plant Management 
•             Turfgrass Pest Management 
•             Pesticide Management 
•             Maintenance Operations 
 
Participants must also pass a comprehensive exam to 
earn the Certification. 
 
Our program has been recognized across the country 
and continues to be the model for other BMP 
Programs. Through these efforts, the Florida GCSA was 
recently recognized by the Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of America with the 2015 
Excellence in Government Relations Award.  The 
Florida GCSA believes that Florida superintendents are 
truly environmental stewards and by providing a 
certified program, we will continue to demonstrate 
our positive respect and impact on the environment. 
 
In addition to our program, the Green Industry-BMP 
(Gi-BMP)is a science based educational program for all 
green industry workers (lawn Care and landscape 
maintenance professionals), operated by the 
University of Florida/IFAS Florida Friendly Landscaping 
Program.  The Gi-BMPs teach environmentally safe 
landscaping practices that help conserve and protect 
Florida’s ground and surface waters.  All commercial 
fertilizer applicators must have this certification as 
well as a Limited Commercial Fertilizer Applicator 
Certificate (LCFAC) that is issued by FDACS.  The 
industry supports efforts to insure compliance.  Many 
non-commercial industry applicators are required to 
pass training by local ordinances or voluntarily 
participate in the program to better serve their clients.   
 
Both of these programs are already in place and would 
eliminate the need for a “Green Club” certification as 
indicated in your final recommendation report.  
 
And finally, I urge you to solicit peer-reviewed science 
related to such topics as nutrients and runoff/leaching, 
the use of glyphosate, and attributes of Paspalum 
versus other varieties as referenced in your report.  
For example, although Paspalum has many positive 
benefits given the right set of conditions, it’s not the 
universal solution for many, if not most lawn and golf 
course applications, as section 7.Vii would have you 
believe.  It is more important to have the right plant in 



the right place. I would encourage you to reach out to 
the turf and research scientists of University of 
Florida/IFAS for more information.  They have been 
instrumental in working alongside our Association 
making sure that we are using the best scientifically 
proven methods to maintain golf courses across the 
state while protecting Florida’s environmental quality 
and communities.   
 
As you can see, our industry is already taking the 
appropriate actions and because of this I do not 
support, nor find necessary, Recommendations N-68 
and N-94. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

2016-02-24 
11:21:38    PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

As a Golf Course Superintendent, I’m a proud steward 
of our environment in Florida.   As a member of the 
Florida GCSA I proudly support my profession, the 
Association and our “Green Club” certification 
program for golf courses; called the Golf Course Best 
Management Practices (BMP) Certification Program. 
 
Our industry takes proactive measures to 
demonstrate our responsibility to the environment.  
In 2012, we implemented a voluntary Golf Best 
Management Practices (BMP) Certification Program 
that we developed in cooperation with the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection, United 
States Golf Association Green Section, and the 
University of Florida.  The goal was to agree on 
attainable management practices to keep golf a 
profitable business in Florida while protecting state 
water and natural resources, according to the Clean 
Water Act and other state and local ordinances.  
Participants receive training using the “Best 
Management Practices for the Enhancement of 
Environmental Quality on Florida Golf Course” 
handbook which includes the following: 
•             Environmental Concepts 
•             Environmental Monitoring 
•             Design and Construction 
•             Irrigation 
•             Nutrition and Fertilization 
•             Cultural Practices 
•             Lake and Aquatic Plant Management 
•             Turfgrass Pest Management 
•             Pesticide Management 
•             Maintenance Operations 
 
Participants must also pass a comprehensive exam to 
earn the Certification. 
 
Our program has been recognized across the country 
and continues to be the model for other BMP   1045 



Programs. Through these efforts, the Florida GCSA 
was recently recognized by the Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of America with the 
2015 Excellence in Government Relations Award.  The 
Florida GCSA believes that Florida superintendents 
are truly environmental stewards and by providing a 
certified program, we will continue to demonstrate 
our positive respect and impact on the environment. 
 
In addition to our program, the Green Industry-BMP 
(Gi-BMP) is a science based educational program for 
all green industry workers (lawn Care and landscape 
maintenance professionals), operated by the 
University of Florida/IFAS Florida Friendly 
Landscaping Program.  The Gi-BMPs teach 
environmentally safe landscaping practices that help 
conserve and protect Florida’s ground and surface 
waters.  All commercial fertilizer applicators must 
have this certification as well as a Limited 
Commercial Fertilizer Applicator Certificate (LCFAC) 
that is issued by FDACS.  The industry supports efforts 
to insure compliance.  Many non-commercial 
industry applicators are required to pass training by 
local ordinances or voluntarily participate in the 
program to better serve their clients.   
 
Both of these programs are already in place and 
would eliminate the need for a “Green Club” 
certification as indicated in your final 
recommendation report.  
 
And finally, I urge you to solicit peer-reviewed science 
related to such topics as nutrients and 
runoff/leaching, the use of glyphosate, and attributes 
of Paspalum versus other varieties as referenced in 
your report.  For example, although Paspalum has 
many positive benefits given the right set of 
conditions, it’s not the universal solution for many, if 
not most lawn and golf course applications, as 
section 7.Vii would have you believe.  It is more 
important to have the right plant in the right place. I 
would encourage you to reach out to the turf and 
research scientists of University of Florida/IFAS for 
more information.  They have been instrumental in 
working alongside our Association making sure that 
we are using the best scientifically proven methods to 
maintain golf courses across the state while 
protecting Florida’s environmental quality and 
communities.   
 
As you can see, our industry is already taking the 
appropriate actions and because of this I do not 
support, nor find necessary, Recommendations N-68 
and N-94. 
 



Respectfully, 
Wesley Dinsmoor 

2016-02-24 
11:06:08  Robert G Klitz FISHING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Base your recommendations on real science and not 
false information 

As a Golf Course Superintendent, I’m a proud steward 
of our environment in Florida.   As a member of the 
Florida GCSA I proudly support my profession, the 
Association and our “Green Club” certification 
program for golf courses; called the Golf Course Best 
Management Practices (BMP) Certification Program. 
 
Our industry takes proactive measures to demonstrate 
our responsibility to the environment.  In 2012, we 
implemented a voluntary Golf Best Management 
Practices (BMP) Certification Program that we 
developed in cooperation with the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection, United States Golf 
Association Green Section, and the University of 
Florida.  The goal was to agree on attainable 
management practices to keep golf a profitable 
business in Florida while protecting state water and 
natural resources, according to the Clean Water Act 
and other state and local ordinances.  Participants 
receive training using the “Best Management Practices 
for the Enhancement of Environmental Quality on 
Florida Golf Course” handbook which includes the 
following: 
•             Environmental Concepts 
•             Environmental Monitoring 
•             Design and Construction 
•             Irrigation 
•             Nutrition and Fertilization 
•             Cultural Practices 
•             Lake and Aquatic Plant Management 
•             Turfgrass Pest Management 
•             Pesticide Management 
•             Maintenance Operations 
 
Participants must also pass a comprehensive exam to 
earn the Certification. 
 
Our program has been recognized across the country 
and continues to be the model for other BMP 
Programs. Through these efforts, the Florida GCSA was 
recently recognized by the Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of America with the 2015 
Excellence in Government Relations Award.  The 
Florida GCSA believes that Florida superintendents are 
truly environmental stewards and by providing a 
certified program, we will continue to demonstrate 
our positive respect and impact on the environment. 
 
In addition to our program, the Green Industry-BMP 
(Gi-BMP) is a science based educational program for 
all green industry workers (lawn Care and landscape 
maintenance professionals), operated by the 
University of Florida/IFAS Florida Friendly Landscaping 
Program.  The Gi-BMPs teach environmentally safe 1043 



landscaping practices that help conserve and protect 
Florida’s ground and surface waters.  All commercial 
fertilizer applicators must have this certification as 
well as a Limited Commercial Fertilizer Applicator 
Certificate (LCFAC) that is issued by FDACS.  The 
industry supports efforts to insure compliance.  Many 
non-commercial industry applicators are required to 
pass training by local ordinances or voluntarily 
participate in the program to better serve their 
clients.   
 
Both of these programs are already in place and would 
eliminate the need for a “Green Club” certification as 
indicated in your final recommendation report.  
 
And finally, I urge you to solicit peer-reviewed science 
related to such topics as nutrients and runoff/leaching, 
the use of glyphosate, and attributes of Paspalum 
versus other varieties as referenced in your 
report.  For example, although Paspalum has many 
positive benefits given the right set of conditions, it’s 
not the universal solution for many, if not most lawn 
and golf course applications, as section 7.Vii would 
have you believe.  It is more important to have the 
right plant in the right place. I would encourage you to 
reach out to the turf and research scientists of 
University of Florida/IFAS for more information.  They 
have been instrumental in working alongside our 
Association making sure that we are using the best 
scientifically proven methods to maintain golf courses 
across the state while protecting Florida’s 
environmental quality and communities.   
 
As you can see, our industry is already taking the 
appropriate actions and because of this I do not 
support, nor find necessary, Recommendations N-68 
and N-94. 
 
Respectfully, 

2016-02-24 
09:35:43  Scott FISHING, BOATING   MARTIN   Likely Not Likely Not Likely Not 

If you really want to fix the reefs stop the flow of Lake 
O into the ocean and return it to the Glades!  This 
other stuff you guys are talking about is smoke and 
mirrors!   1041 

2016-02-24 
09:34:03  Scott 

FISHING, BOATING, 
PROTECTION   MARTIN   Likely Not Likely Not Not Sure 

Lake O is the problem.  Return it to the Glades and 
things will be fine.   1040 

2016-02-24 
09:09:37  Eric Swenson 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, PROTECTION   MARTIN   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

As a Golf Course Superintendent, I’m a proud steward 
of our environment in Florida.   As a member of the 
Florida GCSA I proudly support my profession, the 
Association and our “Green Club” certification 
program for golf courses; called the Golf Course Best 
Management Practices (BMP) Certification Program. 
 
Our industry takes proactive measures to 
demonstrate our responsibility to the environment.  
In 2012, we implemented a voluntary Golf Best   1039 



Management Practices (BMP) Certification Program 
that we developed in cooperation with the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection, United 
States Golf Association Green Section, and the 
University of Florida.  The goal was to agree on 
attainable management practices to keep golf a 
profitable business in Florida while protecting state 
water and natural resources, according to the Clean 
Water Act and other state and local ordinances.  
Participants receive training using the “Best 
Management Practices for the Enhancement of 
Environmental Quality on Florida Golf Course” 
handbook which includes the following: 
•             Environmental Concepts 
•             Environmental Monitoring 
•             Design and Construction 
•             Irrigation 
•             Nutrition and Fertilization 
•             Cultural Practices 
•             Lake and Aquatic Plant Management 
•             Turfgrass Pest Management 
•             Pesticide Management 
•             Maintenance Operations 
 
Participants must also pass a comprehensive exam to 
earn the Certification. 
 
Our program has been recognized across the country 
and continues to be the model for other BMP 
Programs. Through these efforts, the Florida GCSA 
was recently recognized by the Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of America with the 
2015 Excellence in Government Relations Award.  The 
Florida GCSA believes that Florida superintendents 
are truly environmental stewards and by providing a 
certified program, we will continue to demonstrate 
our positive respect and impact on the environment. 
 
In addition to our program, the Green Industry-BMP 
(Gi-BMP) is a science based educational program for 
all green industry workers (lawn Care and landscape 
maintenance professionals), operated by the 
University of Florida/IFAS Florida Friendly 
Landscaping Program.  The Gi-BMPs teach 
environmentally safe landscaping practices that help 
conserve and protect Florida’s ground and surface 
waters.  All commercial fertilizer applicators must 
have this certification as well as a Limited 
Commercial Fertilizer Applicator Certificate (LCFAC) 
that is issued by FDACS.  The industry supports efforts 
to insure compliance.  Many non-commercial 
industry applicators are required to pass training by 
local ordinances or voluntarily participate in the 
program to better serve their clients.   
 
Both of these programs are already in place and 



would eliminate the need for a “Green Club” 
certification as indicated in your final 
recommendation report.  
 
And finally, I urge you to solicit peer-reviewed science 
related to such topics as nutrients and 
runoff/leaching, the use of glyphosate, and attributes 
of Paspalum versus other varieties as referenced in 
your report.  For example, although Paspalum has 
many positive benefits given the right set of 
conditions, it’s not the universal solution for many, if 
not most lawn and golf course applications, as 
section 7.Vii would have you believe.  It is more 
important to have the right plant in the right place. I 
would encourage you to reach out to the turf and 
research scientists of University of Florida/IFAS for 
more information.  They have been instrumental in 
working alongside our Association making sure that 
we are using the best scientifically proven methods to 
maintain golf courses across the state while 
protecting Florida’s environmental quality and 
communities.   
 
As you can see, our industry is already taking the 
appropriate actions and because of this I do not 
support, nor find necessary, Recommendations N-68 
and N-94. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Eric Swenson, GCS 
Floridian National Golf Club 
Palm City, Florida. 

2016-02-24 
06:47:06  Steven Wright 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not   

As a Golf Course Superintendent, I’m a proud steward 
of our environment in Florida.   As a member of the 
Florida GCSA I proudly support my profession, the 
Association and our “Green Club” certification 
program for golf courses; called the Golf Course Best 
Management Practices (BMP) Certification Program. 
 
Our industry takes proactive measures to demonstrate 
our responsibility to the environment.  In 2012, we 
implemented a voluntary Golf Best Management 
Practices (BMP) Certification Program that we 
developed in cooperation with the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection, United States Golf 
Association Green Section, and the University of 
Florida.  The goal was to agree on attainable 
management practices to keep golf a profitable 
business in Florida while protecting state water and 
natural resources, according to the Clean Water Act 
and other state and local ordinances.  Participants 
receive training using the “Best Management Practices 
for the Enhancement of Environmental Quality on 
Florida Golf Course” handbook which includes the 
following: 1036 



•             Environmental Concepts 
•             Environmental Monitoring 
•             Design and Construction 
•             Irrigation 
•             Nutrition and Fertilization 
•             Cultural Practices 
•             Lake and Aquatic Plant Management 
•             Turfgrass Pest Management 
•             Pesticide Management 
•             Maintenance Operations 
 
Participants must also pass a comprehensive exam to 
earn the Certification. 
 
Our program has been recognized across the country 
and continues to be the model for other BMP 
Programs. Through these efforts, the Florida GCSA was 
recently recognized by the Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of America with the 2015 
Excellence in Government Relations Award.  The 
Florida GCSA believes that Florida superintendents are 
truly environmental stewards and by providing a 
certified program, we will continue to demonstrate 
our positive respect and impact on the environment. 
 
In addition to our program, the Green Industry-BMP 
(Gi-BMP) is a science based educational program for 
all green industry workers (lawn Care and landscape 
maintenance professionals), operated by the 
University of Florida/IFAS Florida Friendly Landscaping 
Program.  The Gi-BMPs teach environmentally safe 
landscaping practices that help conserve and protect 
Florida’s ground and surface waters.  All commercial 
fertilizer applicators must have this certification as 
well as a Limited Commercial Fertilizer Applicator 
Certificate (LCFAC) that is issued by FDACS.  The 
industry supports efforts to insure compliance.  Many 
non-commercial industry applicators are required to 
pass training by local ordinances or voluntarily 
participate in the program to better serve their clients.   
 
Both of these programs are already in place and would 
eliminate the need for a “Green Club” certification as 
indicated in your final recommendation report.  
 
And finally, I urge you to solicit peer-reviewed science 
related to such topics as nutrients and runoff/leaching, 
the use of glyphosate, and attributes of Paspalum 
versus other varieties as referenced in your report.  
For example, although Paspalum has many positive 
benefits given the right set of conditions, it’s not the 
universal solution for many, if not most lawn and golf 
course applications, as section 7.Vii would have you 
believe.  It is more important to have the right plant in 
the right place. I would encourage you to reach out to 
the turf and research scientists of University of 



Florida/IFAS for more information.  They have been 
instrumental in working alongside our Association 
making sure that we are using the best scientifically 
proven methods to maintain golf courses across the 
state while protecting Florida’s environmental quality 
and communities.   
 
As you can see, our industry is already taking the 
appropriate actions and because of this I do not 
support, nor find necessary, Recommendations N-68 
and N-94. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Steven M. Wright CGCS 
Pine Tree Golf Club 
!0600 Pine Tree Terrace 
Boynton Beach, Fl. 33436 
561-734-9688 

2016-02-22 
09:09:52  Benjamin Fallon FISHING, DIVING FL BROWARD   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

Great Idea.  This should be implemented.  Our coral 
reefs should not be sacrificed for an unnaturally 
green lawn.   1032 

1/26/16 
12:00 Jackie T     MARTIN   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So   Very important 12 

1/26/16 
12:00       MARTIN   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So     21 

1/26/16 
18:00   PROTECTION   MARTIN   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

I support the RMA, however, counties with stronger 
fertilizer ordinances should be allowed to keep them.  

need to take into account pollution sources in addition 
home use. BMPs are one way but voluntary programs 
will not be enough - consider stronger measures or 
fines. * do not use UF/IFAS guidance on application of 
turf grass fertilizers - the study model is flawed as IFAS 
guidance encourage over-use of fertilizer 48 

1/27/16 
12:00       

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Definitely So Definitely So     66 

2/17/16 
12:00       

MIAMI-
DADE   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So     199 

2/18/16 
18:00   

DIVING, BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

reduce the use of all chemical fertilizers etc which 
changes our water quality   340 

2/18/16 
18:00       

MIAMI-
DADE           heavy regulations to flow down runoff 345 

 


