
RMA N-59: 
Ban the practice of spearfishing on SCUBA to enable sustainable use of our Florida Reefs. 

Submitted Name Interests in reef 
interest 
if other county 

county 
if other 

RMA 
improve 
reef 
ecosystem? 

RMA 
improve 
life? 

support this 
RMA? support or change to support? other comments? Ref # 

2016-03-03 
22:44:36    DIVING   BROWARD   Not Sure 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

If the idea is to have more fish on the reef, like you see 
in the Bahamas, then you should change the size limit, 
number, and season for fishing for specific species.  
Doing away with spearfishing on SCUBA will have a 
negative impact on the local economy.   1514 

2016-03-03 
15:40:13  N.P.F.  

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING       Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

I support anything that will help protect the entire 
coral reef ecosystem. We should follow the lead of 
other countries and implement this plan. Should 
exclude lionfish.   1496 

2016-03-02 
11:09:32  Steve Howell DIVING     pinellas Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Well, one thing that is a joke is the thought that as a 
spear fisherman after you have made it illegal to hunt 
any type of fish at all is the thought I'm going diving to 
target lion fish. Go get them yourself.  
 
2nd. Divers go out and target fish, just like any other 
fisher-person. We actually as compared to regular  
fisher-people leave almost nothing on the bottom, no 
lead weight, no mono fishing line, no damage to fish 
we throw back, no gut hooked fish. We as a group 
actually see what we are hunting for. There is truth we 
target certain fish, but so does everyone else. We just 
don't do damage to hundreds of other fish getting 
what we want.  
 
3rd. As a forty plus year diver, I am sure I have less 
interaction with the reef than the average shear 
pleasure diver.  
 
4th. It is not the divers fault that the reefs are in such 
poor shape, pollution, pollution, pollution.  
Almost all real damage to the reefs is land based.  
 
I do fully support closed seasons, limits. But the truth 
is just taking out spearfishing will not get you where 
you want to be. all it will do is make a group of people 
want to work against you.  

I have dived the keys for over forty years. They are 
in bad shape. But again it is not the divers fault.  
I came back from a cruise in May of 1982, and read 
the 7 mile bridge had just opened. One of the things 
that came with that, a much larger water line to the 
keys. All the water they needed. That year when I 
came down, was the first year in the canals behind 
the houses you could not see bottom. Next year, 
was the first year we could not see bottom in the 
channels. It has just gotten worse. Reason septic 
tanks. Also, the sugar growers. Florida bay is a 
natural algae growth place with all the added 
fertilizer. Pollution, pollution, pollution.  1484 

2016-03-02 
10:55:13  Mercedes Christian 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER MS 

MIAMI-
DADE   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

No spear fishing at all, but I  no that is not realistic. The 
least we can do is give them a fair chance and not be 
on Scuba.    1483 

2016-03-01 
23:05:10  Michael Beach 

DIVING, BOATING, 
PROTECTION FL 

MIAMI-
DADE   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So     1444 

2016-03-01 
23:00:42    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So     1439 

2016-03-01 
18:28:00    DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Not Sure Definitely So     1397 



2016-03-01 
18:27:08  Stephen Trbovich 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   Likely Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

This RMA is not supported by the scientific references 
provided. Two references (Frisch et al. 2008 and Frisch 
et al. 2012) conclude that spearfishing and hook and 
line fishing have comparable impacts on fish 
populations and that fishing regulations should apply 
equally to both methods. Other sources (example: 
Godoy et al. 2010) are studies from areas where 
fishing of any kind has little or no regulation or 
enforcement, including size, species, and bag limits. In 
general, the majority of examples provided are from 
areas where a) the purpose of spearfishing is for 
subsistence and b) via various means (spearfishing or 
otherwise) the food web has been fished down to the 
point where herbivores such as scarids are the most 
common catch. 
 
If protection of larger mature individuals or spawning 
aggregations is the desired outcome, species-specific 
spatial/temporal closures, increases in the minimum 
size limit, or slot limits would be more targeted 
conservation measures than an all-out ban on a 
particular highly selective fishing method with 
comparatively few participants to other, surface-based 
fishing methods. 

Overall comment (also applies to MPA RMA) - this 
RMA was not "sold" with hard quantitative or 
qualitative data for the SEFCRI region. Landings, 
changes in the maximum sizes of fish or in landings 
of a particular species, etc. were not presented as a 
rationale for this action in the references or public 
meetings. The purpose as described to me was 
(paraphrase) that "we need to remove as many 
stressors from the coral reef as possible." Data from 
the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary has 
shown that protection of reef fish appears to have 
little effect on coral cover; this is especially true for 
areas of the SEFCRI region where primary targets for 
SCUBA and freedive spearfishers are pelagic 
carnivores such as cobia and kingfish.  1396 

2016-03-01 
17:41:07  Peter De Villiers DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I am personally shocked at the lack of study, research, 
and gathering of scientific data to support such a 
decision. The “Our Florida Reefs” goals are clearly 
noble but to actually have the intended result, they 
need to be based upon facts and statistics. 
 
There are no scientific or academic studies on the US 
Atlantic Seaboard to understand the impact of 
recreational spearfishing on scuba. There are no 
predictions based upon observed statistical facts to 
model possible outcomes of such a ban. I have read all 
of the cited references and most of them address non-
related situations and therefore I am unable to find an 
agreed Florida fact base to support such a decision. 
(Data from other oceans collected in a non-scientific 
and random manner should not be used to support 
decisions whose outcome may well be totally different 
from the desired outcome.) 
 
I would personally like to know what “Our Florida 
Reefs” are doing to address the following, each of 
which has a far larger impact on our coral reefs: 
 
Anchoring on coral reefs – on every dive in Palm Beach 
and Broward Counties, multiple entangled anchors are 
seen lodged in the coral that they have damaged and 
broken? 
 
Extensive damage from high strength abrasive fishing 
lines that have become caught in the coral, and 
subsequently severed the barrel and tube sponges as   1379 



well as the sea fans? 
 
Lobster traps dumped on top of the coral? 
 
Commercial spearfishing for the sale of thousands of 
pounds of specific fish types to the restaurant and 
hotel industry each week? 
 
All the failed ideas that have been implemented 
without proper research such as the depositing of 
used vehicle tires to form artificial reefs and that now 
seem to be covering the ocean floor and precluding all 
marine life? 
 
The huge amount of plastic in the ocean off Palm 
Beach and Broward Counties. Florida supermarkets 
still provide free plastic bags, and cruise ships based in 
the 3 ports covered by this initiative deposit plastic 
into the sea as evidenced by beach flotsam. 
 
I support gathering factual data on exactly what fish 
are being removed by what means, and based upon 
this data making decisions. Spearfishing while on 
Scuba is a challenging way to harvest fish. The noise 
associated with Scuba ensures that fish have advance 
notice of the presence of predators, and the very 
nature of spearfishing ensures that there is zero 
bycatch associated with this method of harvest. 
 
We have amazing academic institutions right here in 
our four county area. Lets collaborate with them to 
build the foundational data base upon which to make 
decisions that achieve the desired outcome  

2016-03-01 
17:22:24    FISHING, DIVING       Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So     1352 

2016-03-01 
16:43:17  

Fishing Rights 
Alliance DIVING       

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not Change it to 'considered but rejected'. 

With regards to the 'Our Florida Reefs' process and 
the resulting Recommended Management Actions: 
Due to the lack of scientific basis  I oppose any 
action on the following proposals.  
N-59: Ban Spearfishing on SCUBA      
N-64: Require Registration of Fishing Gear in St. 
Lucie Inlet Preserve   
N-137: Designate SEFCRI Region as PSSA or ATBA     
S-8: Establish Coral Reefs Gardens      
S-54: Apply for Florida Reef Tract to be Designated a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site  
S-65: Nominate SEFCRI Region as a National Marine 
Sanctuary    
S-97: Reduce Bag Limit to 6 per Person per Day 
During Lobster Mini Season  
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) wrote a letter telling the group 
that Florida already has effective management plans 
in place. Perhaps the working group should listen. 
Ignoring existing science because the working group 
members 'know better' is unacceptable. That a 1326 



National Marine Fisheries Service scientist known 
for anti-fishing and anti-spearfishing sentiments is 
guiding this effort is incomprehensible. 
None of these proposals has any proven benefits but 
would certainly alienate many citizens' rights. 
Further should any of these proposals come out of 
this group as recommended actions I will vigorously 
oppose them at the agency level. 
I have a great deal of concern over the convoluted 
'commyunity support votes' boards set up at the 
public meetings.  Funny how NO opposition could be 
displayed only support for these outrageous ideas.    
Further I demand that an accounting of the costs of 
the process be made public including who ordered 
and who paid for the imprinted backpacks magnets  
decals and plastic phone bags that were given out at 
the Our Florida Reefs public meetings. 
 
**INCLUDED a large number of emails and Names 
followed by the same statement "No further 
closures or equipment bans!" which are stored in a 
separate word document  
 

2016-03-01 
16:32:05    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER business     

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not Nothing to do bu toss it in the trash 

Per the FWC (letter dated Sept 16, 2014): 
..the threats of climate change, water quality and 
physical disturbances severely outweigh the threat 
of fishing in Florida, where fisheries management is 
strong. In addition, scientific evidence suggests that 
no-fishing zones have not benefited coral reefs in 
the Florida Key sand that the vast majority of coral 
loss in Florida has been due to bleaching, disease, 
sedimentation, physical damage, and other human-
induced environmental factors. 
The FWC opposes restricting public access to areas 
where other actions are more appropriate. 
There is no scientific evidence showing that any of 
the proposed restrictions would have any benefit to 
the fishery whatsoever. 
This proposal would cost ten thousand jobs and a 
billion dollars in Florida economic activity.  
The above comments are supported by the Fishing 
Rights Alliance, Florida Skin Divers Association, and 
over a dozen spearfishing clubs in the state of 
Florida. 1325 

2016-03-01 
09:31:10    DIVING   OTHER   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     1314 

2016-03-01 
07:23:56  Bill Mauk DIVING, BOATING   

MIAMI-
DADE   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

It is critical important to protect our natural 
environment for us and future generations.  I believe 
that S54 – Unesco World Heritage Status and  
S65 – Nominate as a National Marine Sanctuary are 
critically important.  Individuals and companies hardly 
ever think what they do really hurts the environment, 
but add up all the actions by individuals and 
companies there can be massive damage.  We need to 
move on this initiative for a better future.   1313 



2016-03-01 
07:15:42  Bill Mauk DIVING, BOATING   

MIAMI-
DADE   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

I believe in particular that recommendations S54 – 
Unesco World Heritage Status and S65 – Nominate as 
a National Marine Sanctuary are massively important 
as they protect an important, beautiful and wonderful 
area for future generations.  We need to realize that 
individuals and companies hardly ever think what they 
do as an individual hurts the environment, but add up 
all the individuals and companies actions it makes a 
large difference.     1312 

2016-02-29 
15:06:10  Michael Kennedy FISHING   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not Leave this level of management to the FWC   1272 

2016-02-29 
14:39:45    

DIVING, BOATING, 
PROTECTION   MARTIN   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

I think this regulation is long overdue. Spearing on 
SCUBA is equivalent to shooting fish in a barrel & the 
species targeted, such as grouper, are too important 
not to protect.  
Enforcement would be difficult initially but coupled 
with the RMA for citizen support could be made more 
feasible.    1265 

2016-02-29 
14:31:25  

Coastal 
Conservation 
Association Florida FISHING       

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

CCA opposes N-59 as it seeks to ban spearfishing for 
divers using SCUBA. This is a gear restriction which is 
within the type of restrictions considered by the FWC 
in its regulations. CCA is unaware of any specific 
problems caused by this gear.    1253 

2016-02-29 
10:56:46  Roger 

BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So   

Our reefs are under great stress from warming 
oceans and acidity.  We need to not add to that 
stress. 1208 

2016-02-29 
10:54:13  Roger Rosenberger 

BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So   

Our reefs and the marine animals that live there are 
coming under extreme pressures from warming seas 
and increased acidity.  All actions to not further 
stress the reefs is absolutely necessary. 1206 

2016-02-29 
10:16:44  Radieya Peters DIVING 

spearfis
hing 

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

My husband spearfishes while scuba diving. Please 
understand that on average, one out of four times he 
comes home with no fish. This is his hobby and 
enjoyment as well as provides us with fresh fish 
occasionally. 
I am surprised that you are  targeting divers such as  
my husband and his friends rather than fishermen. My 
husband only takes legal edible fish, whereas the huge 
number of different species of fish that fishermen 
take, damage and deplete any and all species. In other 
words, they pull up whatever bite their hook and 
damage or kill them even if they are illegal catch. 
Please back up and review your science and speak to 
the spearfishing scuba divers so that you can gain a 
better understanding of them and their spear fishing 
habits. 
 
Thank you,   1200 

2016-02-28 
23:18:37  Jason Wetmore 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

This is absolutely awful,  I prefer free-diving as 
opposed to scuba, but banning one particular user 
group that invests millions into Florida's economy is 
terrible.   Tell an entire user group they can't access a 
resource and then ask them to go remove the invasive 
lion-fish, You should be ashamed of yourselves for 
even proposing this.  What is next in your tiered   1195 



approach?  Ban spearguns and Freediving, and then 
ban fishing altogether?  

2016-02-28 
20:45:06    DIVING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

The management plan to ban spearfishing on scuba 
will eliminate my participation in the sport completely.  
I will not be removing anymore lionfish from the water 
as well as not removing any hogfish, grouper, snapper, 
etc.  As it is, I only take a few fish per month for dinner 
for me and my wife.  Not much of an impact on the 
environment.  This is a poorly thought out plan that 
will result in personal hardship to me and I do not 
support this plan.  If you think there is an issue with 
immature hogfish being harvested, increase the size 
limit.  As for grouper, now that we have closed 
grouper for the spawning season, I am seeing more 
legal size grouper than ever before.  I still only shoot 
one or two per year and I do not target the very large 
ones as they have more meat than I can consume and 
I have a ciguatera concern.  I only shoot fish between 
24 and 28 inches.   1164 

2016-02-28 
01:21:22  Cris debeer FISHING, DIVING 

Spearfis
hing OTHER Clay  

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

The focus on scuba spearing is very misplaced when 
we should be looking more at the issue of commercial 
take vs recreational. The take of recreational fishing is 
well regulated and it matters not in which fation the 
fish are harvested as long as the rules in place are 
abided by, where commercial fishing is being allowed 
to take without hindrance and the same size limits and 
take limits are not abided as in recreational fishing. 
When did this country decide to take the food off our 
plates by unfocused and misplaced regulations 
forceing the common person to buy overpriced fish 
from the store.  

A ban on scuba spearing and eventually Spearfishing 
in general will allow commercial fishing to root itself 
farther within corrupt politicians pockets and lead to 
the downfall of our own fishing biosphere.  1137 

2016-02-28 
01:09:47    

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Clay Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     1136 

2016-02-28 
00:53:21  david purpera 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION Florida 

MIAMI-
DADE   Likely Likely Definitely So 

I support removing spearfishing on Scuba. I would like 
to see the ban include lobstering. Digging lobster out 
of the reefs cause tons of damage. I see it every time 

Scuba divers spend a long time in the reef, grabbing 
and kicking coral as it is. When they are in "hunting 
mode", they are as bad as I've ever seen. I'm a Padi 
dive master and have seen seriously bad practices 
that are really frowned upon elsewhere in the 
world. While we can take tourists to wrecks for good 
diving, the spearfishermen look for the areas of 
diversity and cover. Unfortunately, that brings them 
directly to the reefs  1129 

2016-02-27 
12:53:11  Barb Bohnsack 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION 

conserv
ation 

MIAMI-
DADE   Likely Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I don't support N-59.  Although well-intentioned, 
banning all spearfishing on SCUBA is ill-advised.  
Spearfishing is only a tiny component of reef fishing, 
and unlike hook and line fishing, generally doesn't kill 
undersized fish.  If the goal is to protect large fish, 
then size limits need to apply to all types of fishing, 
not just SCUBA-diving spearfishers.  Some reef areas 
should be completely protected (no hook & line or 
spearfishing at all), but banning it everywhere seems 
unjustified. I don't see N-59 as doing anything to 
actually protect corals; rather, it distracts the focus 
away from more effective reef protection strategies.   1124 

2016-02-27 
07:09:36  Chris Litton 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   BROWARD   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I vehemently oppose RMA N-59.  It is a pathetic and 
weak result of wasted taxpayer funds and political   1121 



cowardice.  If, in fact, the reef fishery is depleted to 
the point where further protection is necessary, then 
all fish harvesting activities should cease.  Banning one 
small group that is the most environmentally friendly 
due to their selective harvest is wrong.  Ban should 
include commercial fishing, commercial diving, for-hire 
charter fishing operations including head boats, 
private sport fishermen, scuba spearfishing and free-
diving spearfishing.  Your organization is afraid to 
confront the politically powerful interests of 
commercial fishing. 

2016-02-26 
17:34:07    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Unless there are specific no take zones.  Nothing that 
is passed will have any real impact on fish populations.   1120 

2016-02-26 
14:35:29  Dawn E. Bernhardt PROTECTION   BROWARD   Not Sure Likely Not Sure 

Wearing scuba tanks while spearfishing makes it easier 
for the diver to spear at a longer period of time. This 
contributes to the decline of certain species, especially 
reef fish. Then you run into the problem of lack of 
knowledge from the spear fisher who shoots anything 
and everything just for that 'prize photo'  and ends up 
stabbing the corals during the attempt.  Not sure if 
you need to ban spearfishing with scuba tanks, but 
definitely there needs to be more restrictions in affect 
with the sport. Spearfishing has become very popular 
of ALL ages. You kids have spearguns now. They don't 
understand the side-effect to the ecosystem. 

The more mature species live in deeper waters. Now 
where do they go to stay away from danger is 
humans have the advantage?  1118 

2016-02-26 
09:30:54  Bobby Pennell 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION     volusia 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

The plan has no science to back the action. We as a 
user group take a small amount compared to the 
others in the harvest group, recreational, 
commercial and cast netter fishermen. We are 
hunters, explorers and watermen that stewart these 
waters daily. The fwc protect and enforce the game 
and safety laws well that has made fl. greatest state 
to fish in. 1093 

2016-02-26 
09:29:45  Kathy Pennell 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER volusia 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

The plan has no science to back the action. We as a 
user group take a small amount compared to the 
others in the harvest group, recreational, 
commercial and cast netter fishermen. We are 
hunters, explorers and watermen that stewart these 
waters daily. The fwc protect and enforce the game 
and safety laws well that has made fl. greatest state 
to fish in. 1092 

2016-02-26 
09:28:29  Robert Pennell 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER volusia 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

The plan has no science to back the action. We as a 
user group take a small amount compared to the 
others in the harvest group, recreational, 
commercial and cast netter fishermen. We are 
hunters, explorers and watermen that stewart these 
waters daily. The fwc protect and enforce the game 
and safety laws well that has made fl. greatest state 
to fish in. 1091 

2016-02-26 
09:27:11  Lisa Ellis 

DIVING, BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

The plan has no science to back the action. We as a 
user group take a small amount compared to the 
others in the harvest group, recreational, 
commercial and cast netter fishermen. We are 
hunters, explorers and watermen that stewart these 
waters daily. The fwc protect and enforce the game 1090 



and safety laws well that has made fl. greatest state 
to fish in. 

2016-02-26 
09:26:10  Lee Ellis 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

The plan has no science to back the action. We as a 
user group take a small amount compared to the 
others in the harvest group, recreational, 
commercial and cast netter fishermen. We are 
hunters, explorers and watermen that stewart these 
waters daily. The fwc protect and enforce the game 
and safety laws well that has made fl. greatest state 
to fish in. 1089 

2016-02-26 
09:24:10  Kyle carter DIVING   OTHER pinnelas 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

The plan has no science to back the action. We as a 
user group take a small amount compared to the 
others in the harvest group, recreational, 
commercial and cast netter fishermen. We are 
hunters, explorers and watermen that stewart these 
waters daily. The fwc protect and enforce the game 
and safety laws well that has made fl. greatest state 
to fish in. 1088 

2016-02-26 
09:20:24  Nathan Levy DIVING   OTHER brevard 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

The plan has no science to back the action. We as a 
user group take a small amount compared to the 
others in the harvest group, recreational, 
commercial and cast netter fishermen. We are 
hunters, explorers and watermen that stewart these 
waters daily. The fwc protect and enforce the game 
and safety laws well that has made fl. greatest state 
to fish in. 1087 

2016-02-26 
09:18:51  katy Levy DIVING   OTHER brevard 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

The plan has no science to back the action. We as a 
user group take a small amount compared to the 
others in the harvest group, recreational, 
commercial and cast netter fishermen. We are 
hunters, explorers and watermen that stewart these 
waters daily. The fwc protect and enforce the game 
and safety laws well that has made fl. greatest state 
to fish in. 1086 

2016-02-26 
09:17:13  aaron snyder DIVING   OTHER   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

The plan has no science to back the action. We as a 
user group take a small amount compared to the 
others in the harvest group, recreational, 
commercial and cast netter fishermen. We are 
hunters, explorers and watermen that stewart these 
waters daily. The fwc protect and enforce the game 
and safety laws well that has made fl. greatest state 
to fish in. 1085 

2016-02-26 
09:15:49  laura snyder DIVING   OTHER volusia 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

The plan has no science to back the action. We as a 
user group take a small amount compared to the 
others in the harvest group, recreational, 
commercial and cast netter fishermen. We are 
hunters, explorers and watermen that stewart these 
waters daily. The fwc protect and enforce the game 
and safety laws well that has made fl. greatest state 
to fish in. 1084 

2016-02-26 
08:59:15  john snyder DIVING   OTHER volusia 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

The plan has no science to support this action. WE 
take a small amount of fish  compared to others in 
the harvest group. Our group are hunters, explorers, 
and watermen that have  an active role as stewartds 
along with the fwc to protect our waters. 1083 



2016-02-26 
08:16:19    DIVING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

This draft should be rewritten to ban ALL fishing or 
deleted all together. This draft doesn't seem to be as 
concerned with preserving the fishery as it is 
continuing a vendetta against  spearos. Spearos can 
target specific fish of the proper size, unlike rod and 
reel fishing which catches fish indiscriminately. Often 
the undersized or unwanted fish do not survive after 
being released. Spearos also are the front line for 
battling the lionfish invasion.  We are the ones fighting 
this invasive species on the reefs every day. Remove 
us and what will happen? 
 
This draconian recommendation has also soured the 
view of this organization in many of us in the 
Spearfishing community. It is now not viewed as an 
organization to be trusted and worked with but an 
adversarial opponent with a PC agenda.   1082 

2016-02-25 
21:10:08  Lisa Miceli PROTECTION   BROWARD   Likely Not Sure Not Sure 

I am not certain that banning spearfishing on SCUBA 
will cause any ill effect on the reef itself. However, 
with that being said I do feel that spearfishing on 
scuba takes the "sport" out of spearfishing as it places 
an unfair advantage for the fisherman. If restrictions 
were put into place, such as species limitations and 
size limitations - then perhaps it will not create any 
unnecessary harm to the reef and it's ecosystem. Yet 
another example would be to ban the spearing of 
inedible and ornamental reef fish.   1070 

2016-02-24 
21:32:06  David Brown 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Polk 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Banning SCUBA Spearfishing is silly.  Spearfishing 
causes very little harm to the eviornment and is 
extremely selective with no by catch.  What more do 
you want from an environmental perspective.   1066 

2016-02-24 
13:54:14  patrick meyer 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER 

spearfis
hing OTHER brevard 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

You are trying to protect the reefs. Great I am all for 
that. 
I'm guessing non of you are scuba divers, that is 
obvious. Nor have you put together a Six Sigma fish 
bone chart to find the leading problems of the reefs. 
Spearfishing does not harm the reefs any more than 
non-spearfishing recreational diving. 
Spearfishermen don't even touch the reefs as they 
swim 10-20 feet away from the reef for a broader view 
angle trying to see a legal size fish to shoot. While 
scuba sight seers swim close to the reefs in search of 
seeing lots of pretty tiny little fish. 
Bottom fishing does more harm to the reefs than 
spear fishing, because, bottom fishers anchor onto the 
coral reefs where as scuba diving boats follow the 
divers bubbles. Bottom fishers drop heavy lead 
weights on their fishing lines that get cut off 50% of 
the time in the reef and are poisoning the reefs, 
fishing line is all over the reefs. Some reefs are 
impossible to scuba dive for fear of getting tangled in 
fishing line. 
Banning spear fishing is the most ridiculous thing I 
have every heard in an effort to protect the reefs. 
come on, pollution from fertilizer down our storm 
water drains being emptied into the rivers and then   1051 



out to the ocean thru the inlets is probably 90% of the 
problem. banning fertilizer in Florida would be the 
best thing that you could do for the reefs. 

2016-02-23 
16:39:02  Andrew Siebert 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

My name is Andrew Siebert and I am sending you my 
comment concerning RMA N-59. My background is 
that I have been a SCUBA diver for over 50 years, a 
SCUBA Instructor for over 25 years and owned a 
SCUBA diving business for almost 20 years before 
selling the business and retiring.  I have over 3500+ 
logged dives.  I have dove reefs all over the world 
including, but not limited to, reefs in the Atlantic 
Ocean, Caribbean Sea, Pacific Ocean, South China Sea, 
Coral Sea, Philippine Sea, Andaman Sea and the Indian 
Ocean.  I have seen a great deal of reef deterioration 
over the last thirty years.  Never have I seen reef 
destruction caused by SCUBA divers while 
spearfishing.  SCUBA divers are the most ecologically 
conscious group of people on earth.  Our sport is 
totally dependent on saving our reefs and oceans. 
I would like to address your RMA N-59 assumption 
that spear fishermen target certain species and shoot 
“trophy” fish.  Spear fishermen DO NOT collect 
“trophies”.  We fish for food and catch only what we 
eat.  Unlike fishermen fishing from a boat, we see the 
size and species of the fish before we capture. Rather 
than ban spearfishing on SCUBA, it is my 
recommendation that a better way to save the bigger 
fish for breeding is to not only have a minimum size 
restriction on different species, but also have a 
maximum size restriction.  These restrictions should 
apply to anglers and spear fishermen.  This makes a lot 
more sense and will not hurt the dive operators, dive 
shops, and the millions of dollars they contribute to 
the economy of South Florida. After all, Florida is the 
SCUBA diving “capital of the World”   1035 

2016-02-22 
17:41:40  Dennis R Deblois 

DIVING, 
PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   Likely Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Instead of vilifying Spearfishing SCUBA divers, take 
measures to protect specific species that have 
excessive pressure from SCUBA based Spearfishing 
where DOCUMENTED. 

When asked for data on the number of fish, species 
and size take by SCUBA divers I was told that was 
not available. Start with a dive shop based 
requirement to document all fish taken by divers 
free diving and on compressed air to determine 
actual impact, DON'T ASSUME! 
 
Do a study on Mid and Deep Reef fish displacement.  
Do large spawning fish migrate to shallow reefs from 
mid depth and deep reefs to fill in on the shallow 
reefs when large spawning fish are taken.  Given this 
would give larger spawning fish the oppertunity for 
reduced competition, I would postulate the answer 
would be yes.  Additionally since neither free divers 
nor SCUBA divers can reach the mid and deep reefs 
the replacement population would be safe. 
 
Review hook and line anglers and commercial fishing 
takes before assuming SCUBA takes are significant. 
 
Study the effect on compressed air exhaust As it 1034 



pertains to game fish.  It is my experience, that with 
very few exceptions, most all fish run and hide from 
bubbles.  Also fish become weary of the sound of 
bands on a spear gun.  I have witnessed first hand 
black grouper running from the DUANE after hearing 
the first speargun go off. 
 
N-59 appears to be a reaction to a perceived 
problem and not a documented problem.  Are there 
fewer game fish on the reef in general, yes. The 
answer is management, bag limits, slots to protect 
large and small not the blind undocumented 
vilification of a group of sportsmen with minimal 
voice. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Dennis Deblois 
PADI Master Diver 39 Years 
BS Marine Biology /  Chemistry - University of Miami 
1984 

2016-02-21 
23:38:18    DIVING   OTHER Harris Definitely So Not Sure Definitely So 

It would also increase the quality of experience for 
non-extractive enjoyment of reefs. If people can see 
large groupers and snappers its more likely to attract 
divers, which results in increased economic 
opportunity for businesses that rely on non-extractive 
use of system.   1027 

2016-02-21 
22:25:04  Nastaja Dessin 

FISHING, BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   Likely Likely Likely 

I support the improvement of the coral reefs 
ecosystem. Coral reefs are a big part of the oceans 
ecosystem and without it many of the oceans 
creatures would not survive or in fact have a place to 
stay. To keep corals reefs going we would need to 
study and research them. Also be aware of the very 
threats that can bring them to danger. I believe human 
activities can limit coral reef survival. But together we 
can form new ways of help corals reefs stand.   1025 

2016-02-21 
11:29:23  Benjamin Fallon FISHING, DIVING FL BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Studies have shown that all types of spearfishing 
(SCUBA and freediving), account for less than 1 
percent of the total fish harvest worldwide.  I am an 
avid SCUBA diver and spearfisherman.  I would say 
that I go diving 4 times a week.  And in those 4 dives a 
week I may catch one fish or two fish.  I have a strong 
appreciation for the coral reefs offshore and myself 
and other divers will pull plastic bags and fishing lines 
off the reef if we encounter them during our dives.  
Experienced divers can keep their buoyancy and not 
kick the coral as a newly certified open water diver 
would.  My suggestions would be... DO NOT SIMPLY 
BAN SCUBA SPEARFISHING!  You could regulate it a 
little more, but don't ban it.  Example; if you want to 
keep inexperienced divers from kicking the coral, I 
suggest you propose to FWC that a separate SCUBA 
spearfishing license is required AND to obtain this 
license you'll need an Advanced Certification with 50 
logged dives.  Example; if FWC feels the hogfish stock 
is going down, then either increase the length to 16"   1021 



and/or create a spawning season for them to 
reproduce (like Grouper).   

2016-02-21 
09:42:06  Valerie Wright  

DIVING, 
PROTECTION   MARTIN   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So     992 

2016-02-20 
18:22:53  JImmy Zee 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

The goal of protecting "trophy" breeding sized fish can 
be better accomplished by implementing a slot limit 
on these species. This way it would directly limit or 
ban the removal of trophy sized breeding fish using all 
methods.. RMA N-59 states "The relative number of 
large fish taken by spear versus angling is unknown, as 
is the total magnitude". This implies that there could 
be negligible impact by just banning scuba 
spearfishing. 
 

  991 

2016-02-20 
14:04:39  Jon Edens DIVING FL BROWARD   Not Sure Not Sure Likely Not 

It seems a better approach all around would be to ban 
fishing altogether for specific species of fish that are in 
threat of overfishing. Not just SCUBA, all fishing 
methods for threatened fish. 

I think the biggest problem with fishing and our 
reefs is the amount of trash created from fishing, 
mainly pole fishing. I've seen manatee calves tangled 
in fishing line, line wrapped around reef creating 
traps, and discarded packaging from 
hooks/lures/etc.. 990 

2016-02-20 
09:22:38    DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

This is a waste of time and resources based on a lack 
of factual statistics   The amount of spearfishers on 
scuba is 
Minimal in contrast to the amount of private 
recreational anglers that are inexperienced boaters  
and anglers that do not respect and /or take care of 
the reef/wildlife.  They're catches are done as an 
amateur at best. Spearfishers are certified divers that 
have been taught by others how to spear safely and to 
know the restrictions and size limits. The amount of 
bottom time is 
Minimal so procurement is limited and the amount of 
divers spearing on local boats is 
Minimal   Why this has even been targeted only brings 
me to the conclusion that personal agendas are in play 
and this has less to do with our reefs and more to do 
with a power play or resentment by a specific 
individual   The hypocrisy in all of this is mind boggling  
If you want to make a difference in the quality and 
care of reefs how about start with requiring greater 
education and requirement  for recreational boat 
angler licenses and catch and release humanely 
requirements  as well as greater boat license 
restrictions      989 

2016-02-19 
16:10:27    DIVING, BOATING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not I do not support this at all.   

Spearfishing on SCUBA allows for direct selection of 
each fish with no by-catch.  If certain species are 
under pressure they can be managed through size 
and take limits.  This RMA will also have a negative 
economic impact on the diving industry in relevant 
counties. 987 

2016-02-19 
14:13:02  Capt Davey 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   Likely Not Not Sure 

Definitely 
Not 

I'm a scuba and fishing captain and make my living on 
the water. Completely banning spearfishing is absurd. 
While there needs to be better "daily bag" 
management to overall ban the sport is crazy. If the 
committee recommending this ban is made up of 

Lastly, how about spending less money on foolish 
things and more on replenishing the reefs. The 
Florida Keys have programs which are growing coral 
and replanting it around the reefs there. Why can't 
this kind of program be worked on along the 986 



"white shirt scientists" they need to get in the water 
and really see what is needed rather than putting 
down absurd rec0mmendations. Close down certain 
fish in certain seasons, increase the size limits and 
manage the area better can do much more than 
completely banning spearfishing. For example, we 
began to "catch and release" sailfish a few years ago 
and the sailfish population is huge now and this came 
with good management. Kingfish populations were 
almost wiped out and we managed these better and 
they are back. Same with Red Snapper.  
 
Better management is the way to go. I fear these 
recommendations come from people that really dont 
have a clue what's going on and just sit up in their 
"crystal palaces", look at data only. Maybe it is time 
for them to get their "butts" out of the lab onto the 
water and have a look. Better bag and size limits, 
better management (hands on) and less stress on the 
folks who are out here daily making their living. 

southeastern coast of Florida Too. I have been 
informed these programs work and the reefs in the 
keys, while better managed there, are responding to 
this. 

2016-02-19 
08:42:57    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER 

Manate
e 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

You have several flawed statements in your proposal. 
You can spearfish on a rebreather, just not in state 
waters, which only extend out to 3 miles on the east 
coast. The same applies to powerheads.  
 
Your idea that spearfishermen are the reason that 
"trophy" fish are being targeted in a misconception, 
based upon hook and line fishermen that hate divers. I 
fish hook and line, and spearfish recreationally, 
commercially, and compete in tournaments. We kill 
far more fish hook and line fishing than we do 
spearfishing. When you are spearfishing you only 
shoot the few fish you want. When you hook and line 
fish you have no idea what you are brining to the 
surface, and if it is too small or out of season you 
throw it back and 90% of the time it just floats on the 
surface and dies even if you use venting tools. 
 
I shoot far more "trophy" fish while free diving. The 
depths are not much different as your average 
freediver can easily exceed 60' to shoot fish. Since free 
diving is so much more quiet it is easier for them to 
sneak up on fish, whereas when you are scuba diving 
all the noise scares fish away. 
 
It is obvious from your plan that you have an agenda, 
not a plan, based upon flawed information and 
personal feelings.    985 

2016-02-18 
21:30:01  Heidi Thoricht 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Pinellas 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not Not in agreement 

THIS ACTION IS BEING PROPOSED WITHOUT 
SCIENTIFIC DATA TO SUPPORT SUCH A BAN. ANY 
BAN ON SPEAR FISHING MUST ALSO INCLUDE 
SIMILAR RESTRICTIONS ON COMMERCIAL AND 
RECREATIONAL FISHING.  Florida already has many 
fishing regulations in place which regulate 
seasonality as well as size and quantity limits, which 
appropriately impact all forms of fishing; 983 



commercial fishing, recreational fishing AND 
spearfishing.  Absent ANY DATA that specifically 
points to spearfishing as having a greater impact on 
supposedly “highly targeted species,” these current 
limits and laws are adequate to prevent any 
“targeting of commercially valuable and ecologically 
important ‘trophy’ fish.”  Further, if additional 
regulations are needed for spearfishing on scuba, 
surely these same restrictions are warranted for ALL 
forms of extraction, including commercial fishing 
and hook-and-line recreational fishing. 

2016-02-18 
21:27:24  Mike Miller 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Pinellas 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not I am not in support of this recommendation. 

Spearfishing is the most sustainable means of 
selecting species of fish of which to target.  As long 
as the rules are followed, the fisheries should be 
effectively managed.  
Spearfishing using scuba tanks or "air" is the least 
invasive hunting practice in the ocean.  The "scuba" 
catch is a fraction of the other sources of fishing 
such as hook and line and freediving.  
This ban is being proposed WITHOUT scientific data 
that indicate such a ban is warranted.  Concerned 
that these proposed restrictions are aimed solely at 
DIVING, and EXCLUDE RECREATIONAL AND 
COMMERCIAL FISHING, both of which have a much 
greater impact on fish populations than spearfishing 
while on scuba. 
Florida already has many fishing regulations in place 
which regulate seasonality as well as size and 
quantity limits, which appropriately impact all forms 
of fishing; commercial fishing, recreational fishing 
AND spearfishing.  Absent ANY DATA that 
specifically points to spearfishing as having a greater 
impact on supposedly “highly targeted species,”  
these current limits and laws are adequate to 
prevent any “targeting of commercially valuable and 
ecologically important ‘trophy’ fish.”  Further, if 
additional regulations are needed for spearfishing 
on scuba, surely these same restrictions are 
warranted for ALL forms of extraction, including 
commercial fishing and hook-and-line recreational 
fishing. 982 

2016-02-18 
16:19:34  ariella herrera PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   Definitely So Not Sure Definitely So 

action should be taken immediately, spear fishing 
could cause the destruction of the reefs and kill many 
animals for no reason.    981 

2016-02-18 
16:17:07  jessica 

DIVING, 
PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   Definitely So Likely Definitely So 

I support this act because the reefs are getting hurt 
because of us humans careless actions. 

I really support this draft because the reefs cannot 
protect themselves so they need help from us to 
protect them.  The reefs are so important to our 
earth, not just the fish need them we need them. 980 

2016-02-18 
16:08:19  Mark Grant 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION Florida 

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Not   

Definitely 
Not 

Stop the Pollution!!!!!! 
 
You guys are so out of touch with No take zones, 
banning spearing on scuba.  That crap doesn't fix 
anything! You'll only crush the local economy while 
your pollution and dredging is still killing the reef 
system.      979 



2016-02-18 
15:24:10  Derek Sullivan DIVING Florida     

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Anyone who wants to ban spearfishing on SCUBA has 
obviously not tried it. Spearing on SCUBA is harder 
that freediving.  You are a giant, bubble blowing, fish 
scaring machine. The fish run scared from the bubbles 
produced on exhalation. Free divers have a much 
easier time getting fish.  
 
Regardless, the amount of fish taken by divers is only 
an infinitesimally small fraction of that taken by 
fisherman and charters. It seems to me that stopping 
SCUBA spearfisherman would have virtually no effect 
on any fish population. 
 
Why not try changing bag limits and sizes before going 
to such extremes as to ban it altogether? Surely there 
is a middle ground here that makes more sens for 
everyone.   978 

2016-02-18 
14:15:34  John Hughes 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   OTHER Pinellas Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

There is no science/studies showing that spearfishing 
on reefs is different from any other practice.  The 
proposal could devastate dive shops, boat operators 
and have impact on many other marine related 
businesses.  Spearfishing is a selective process and if 
anything is safer for the resource than fishing.  
Pollution is the main enemy if you want to focus on a 
cause.  
I can't believe someone dreamed this up as a way to 
protect our reef.  Focus on the bigger picture....don't 
target one portion, especially one where the 
population has a vested interested in a healthy reef 
environment.  If this passed, it would only turn me off 
to your organization, which could achieve so much 
more if you got the support of recreational fishermen.   977 

2016-02-18 
12:56:00  Randy 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I fully support the procurement of any and all scientific 
data before ANY RMAs are brought to fruition. 
Spearfishing is the LEAST invasive method of 
harvesting marine resources... there is virtually zero 
bycatch, unlike hook and line fishing. And the targeting 
of "trophy fish" is a myth. Most spearos simply harvest 
resources as a means of providing a fresh meal for 
their families.  

I am not opposed to increasing minimum size limits 
on species that are easier to harvest, i.e. Hogfish.  976 

2016-02-18 
10:10:22  Ruben Dorvil FISHING   

MIAMI-
DADE   Likely Not Sure Not Sure 

I am a student from Alonzo Tracy mourning senior 
high, i support the idea of regulation of fishing helping 
makes sure that there is no over fishing making sure 
no fish get over fished   970 

2016-02-18 
09:58:45  Carmen 

FISHING, 
PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

I am a student at Alonzo and Tracy Mourning and I 
believe that the establishment of coral reef gardens 
are a great and beneficial idea because of the 
advantages it offers for corals and fish. People need to 
be aware of the degradation of the reef because any 
restoration activity here would benefit the fishing 
industry and would raise awareness to protect these 
species. 5-10 years of this project would be worth all 
the effort, because artificial reefs can enhance marine 
habitat and can help control erosion.    967 

2016-02-18 
09:54:15  Charles Costigan 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Lake Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

No anchoring. Based on scientific marine analysis, 
designate specific reef structures as safe havens, no 

For the most part it is a matter of pride that scuba 
divers do not make contact with coral while diving. I 966 



fishing or diving until visible fish and coral 
revitalization occurs. Rotate these designated areas.  

would expect that the proliferation of Lion fish will 
cause more long term damage. Without Spearfishing 
on scuba, who will keep the Lion fish population 
down? 

2016-02-18 
09:49:12  Jean 

FISHING, 
PROTECTION     

North 
Miami Not Sure Not Sure Not Sure I don't know but I will find out what to support   965 

2016-02-18 
09:42:18    PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   Likely Not Sure Definitely So 

I think if fish were not spearfished our ocean 
ecosystems would be better   963 

2016-02-18 
09:00:21    

DIVING, BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Spearing on scuba is a wonderful activity to partake in 
to enjoy the reef   Just like with hunting, the 
regulations help to keep species numbers in check. 
Especially involving invasive species such as lion fish. 
With my crew personally,  we clean up a few dozen 
invasive lion fish every day we dive. These fish kill a 
large number of reef fish. Also, when we dive, we end 
up bringing up bags full of plastic and other trash that 
we find on our dives. I believe responsible spear 
fishermen are aiding in protecting our reefs more than 
destroying them.    959 

2016-02-18 
06:33:37  Vincent Hartmann 

DIVING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Not Sure Not Sure 

     If the concern is spearfishing selectively harvesting 
all of the large fish, then create slot limits for fish like 
the limits for snook.  Minimum size limits seem to 
work.  Add maximum size limits.   
     Spearfishing is definitely the most efficient method 
of fishing because the target is pre-selected,  Every 
other method indiscrimminatey kills whatever takes 
the bait or gets caught in the net. 
     What percent of fish are harvested by spearfishing 
and what percent by other methods?  Estimates I've 
seen are that recreational spearfishing accounts for 
around 3 percent of total harvest.  If you want to make 
a difference in fish populations, address the major 
source of reduction- commercial fishing 
   Finally, I don't even spearfish.  I hunt only lionfish 
with a pole spear.  Hopefully your regulations will not 
make that illegal or there won't be any other fish to 
protect.   955 

2016-02-18 
06:23:24  Vincent Hartmann 

DIVING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Not Sure Not Sure 

You propose reducing bag limits for lobster during 
mini-season, but what percent of lobster are caught by 
recreational divers, and what percent by commercial 
means?  One licensed commercial lobster dive boat 
can harvest 250 lobster per day for 8 months of the 
year.  If my calculations are correct, that adds up to 
40,000 lobster per year if they fish 5 days a week.   
One or two licensed commercial lobster diver boats 
can harvest as many lobster as thousands of 
recreational divers. How about some changes to those 
limits or to the number of commercial licenses issued?   954 

2016-02-17 
20:27:36  Chloe  

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   

MIAMI-
DADE   Likely Likely Likely 

I support that they should spearfishing in the reefs 
because of the fish in the sea may go extinct soon. The 
reef must survive to keep balance.   950 

2016-02-17 
19:16:24  Michael Paulter 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Alachua  Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not Remove the banning of spearfishing on SCUBA.  

Add specific regulations prohibiting COMMERCIAL 
spearfishing on SCUBA. Don't senselessly restrict our 
recreational activities with unnecessary and 
overreaching legislation.  949 



2016-02-17 
18:58:03  Victoria Rodriguez PROTECTION Florida 

MIAMI-
DADE   Not Sure Not Sure Likely 

I support this act because it will make it so that the 
reefs are safer to us humans and also the animals that 
live in it.  

I go to Alonzo an Tracy Mourning Senior High and 
participate in a Marine Biology program. On my own 
time i go snorkeling at the beach or in Key West to 
stay close to nature and experience the lives f the 
animals in the reefs. Spearfishing is usually done 
towards larger fish, who mainly consist of male fish. 
Targeting the male fish could be a problem in 
limiting their sex and disrupting the species overall 
population. Some people can also be hurt in the 
process of spearfishing if they are  swimming in the 
reefs and could be in an accident pertaining to a 
spear which is a large sharp rod. I think it is better if 
we keep spearfishing out of the peaceful reefs and 
try to protect our people and animals that may 
swim/live in it. 948 

2016-02-17 
18:07:01    PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   Likely Likely Likely 

As being a Floridian for 8 years the biggest fascination 
to me is the amount of diversity in wildlife and how 
much everything thrives. Therefore being a part of the 
era where we are ruining one of the most important 
aspects of Florida is unacceptable. I as one will most 
definitely not stand here and not do anything about it. 
So as a result 100% of me supports the (RMA) and I 
will be willing to take action in it too. I believe that 
with this act we can make our beautiful Florida 
continue as beautiful charming place it is.    946 

2016-02-17 
17:56:19  jake wax FISHING   

MIAMI-
DADE   Likely Likely Definitely So 

Nothing to be completely honest because this article 
supports all the issues which need to addressed. The 
only problem which was listed already would be the 
problem with scuba divers who's jobs are to spear fish. 

This article basically is letting me know that our reef 
fishes need to be protected with care so they can 
populate more of their species. In order to do this 
task we need to limit the use of spearfishing. This 
can also create new diverse species of fish. 945 

2016-02-17 
17:20:51  Brent Kempton 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Pinellas 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Being both a Free diver, and SCUBA spearfishermen 
myself,  banning spearfishing using SCUBA gear will 
make no difference. The vast majority of breath hold 
diving spearfishermen are extremely competitive. 
Breath hold divers harvest just as many, if not more 
than SCUBA divers spearfishing in Florida waters.   
There really is nothing to support here. The limits on 
fish are in place, and work as is. Banning a specific 
method of harvest does not make sense, and will add 
more usage for a different method of harvest, and will 
include a large amount of by catch. 
This will increase harvest with rod and reel, hook and 
line gear, with by catch. 
 
Why limit the method of harvest too a method that 
has a large percentage of by catch (rod/reel), where as 
spearfishing has none?  We are trying to increase the 
quantity of fish, aren't we? 
This proposal makes no sense. 
 
Sincerely,  
Brent Kempton 
St. Petersburg, Fl.   944 

2016-02-17 
16:11:05  

Troy Sorensen Dive 
Florida LLc 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER 

Manate
e 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

This is just a way for the government to control 
another facet of a free people.    943 



2016-02-17 
15:28:35  Luke Mancuso` 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION FL OTHER LEE 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

The ban on spearing on scuba is out of proportion to 
what ourfloridareefs goals should be focused on. the 
argument is that people who scuba spear take large 
trophy fish, that is just false. when would a fisherman 
on a party boat throw back a trophy fish? not likely. 
people who scuba spear mush follow regulations just 
as any fishing activity. it makes no sense to ban a sport 
with little evidence supporting that this would 
drastically improve reef life. it all reality this is just 
smoke and mirrors when you compare the reef 
degradation that is caused by events such as lake o 
back pumping, sending polluted water into the gulf 
and east coast, helping red tide bloom increase in size 
and killing thousands of bait fish around the few reefs 
around lee county. coral bleaching is degredating reefs 
at a far greater rate than a spearfishman on scuba 
ever will. i myself spear on scuba. i take pride in 
selective nature of the sport only taking what i need 
and nothing more. people like me and many many 
florida natives that participate in this sport are on the 
forefront of conservation believe it or not. we want 
the reef to continue being healthy so why would we 
ruin that for ourselves? the people in your 
organization needs to take priority on are commercial 
fisherman, long liners, and obviously the politicians 
whos jobs is to regulate big business such as big sugar 
that are literally killing our coast yet the discussion is 
banning scuba spearing. this needs to be a discussion 
on regulating the sport not eliminating it. i have no 
problem in taking less lobster,less hog fish, less 
snapper. decrease take count on spearfishing, do not 
get rid of it.   942 

2016-02-17 
12:33:03  Noel Stillings 

BOATING, 
PROTECTION       Definitely So Definitely So Likely   

Please consider the following for working to save 
our reefs: 
• Putting a no-fishing zone, similar to what Biscayne 
National Park has, to protect boats from anchoring 
on fragile corals; 
• Limit fertilizer run-off 
• Around popular scuba/fishing areas, establish 
more artificial buoys for boats to anchor to  
• Consider a well-made documentary, such as the 
National Parks made, to highlight our fragile coral 
reefs. 941 

2016-02-17 
11:46:04  Walter Lawrence DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

The idea to ban spearfishing while on scuba is 
uninformed and irresponsible.  The simple 
management of the reef species for all spear 
fishermen while free diving or scuba diving would be 
much more effective. Simply limiting catch numbers, 
seasonal closures and size limits of pressured species 
is all that is needed.  
 
Removing a economic resource for local businesses 
and licence fees for the community only to leave the 
same issue of juvenile fish harvest and overtake is 
irresponsible.  
 

I both free dive and scuba while spearing. I harvest 
quality fish with restrain because I have been 
educated about the reef and the species that it 
supports.  Education and regulation would improve 
the sport for everyone.  
 
Banning spearing while on scuba is not a solution to 
a problem. It is just a method to try and divide the 
community and create tension rather than action. 
 
Please keep these petty schoolyard tactics on the 
playground where they belong. 940 



Education and proper regulation is the key to a healthy 
reef ecosystem.  
 
.  
 
   

2016-02-17 
10:44:57    

FISHING, BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER   OTHER 

Columbi
a Not Sure Not Sure 

Definitely 
Not     939 

2016-02-17 
09:48:56    

DIVING, BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I feel a more logical "next step" would be to reduce 
the daily bag limits on the specific species that this 
Action is targeting. Also, the effects of Commercial 
over-fishing far exceed anything that recreational 
divers could project. I did not see in this Action any 
clauses or recommendations for changes on the 
Commercial side. I think that would be a far more 
environmentally beneficial approach.  
This Action will not only financially effect Dive Shops, 
boats and the like in this area, but across the state, as 
this is a common destination for our groups traveling 
from North Central Florida. This would also have an 
effect on local businesses such as hotels and 
restaurants.  
Dive travel and Spearfishing make up approximately 
20% of our annual income and I'm sure that number 
increases greatly the closer to the affected areas you 
are. The approval of this Action would be felt 
negatively across the state and we urge you to not 
pass this.  
As a whole, divers are very aware and active with reef 
conservation. I think there are many different 
approaches that could be taken that would have far 
more benefit for the reefs, thus achieving a common 
goal for everyone.    938 

2016-02-17 
08:53:07  Raymond Johnson DIVING       Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

This doesn't even make scientific sense.  You will still 
be allowed to Freedive and spear, but not Scuba?  Quit 
with the constant regulations.  The reefs are one of 
the few places Floridians can go and enjoy a gorgeous 
place not (yet) over run by bureaucrats.    936 

2016-02-17 
07:09:20  Vicente Farias PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   Definitely So Likely Definitely So 

I support this because it protects the fish and their 
ecosystem.   923 

2016-02-17 
07:03:16  Robert A Pennell 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER volusia 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I strongly oppose this ban on spear with scuba as is it 
our constitutional RIGHT  to provide for our families 
and teach future generations how to selective fish 
with out harming any of the reef system. I STRONLY 
OPPOSE ANY BAN ON SCUBA N-59   922 

2016-02-16 
20:48:07  Rudolph Garber FISHING, DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Why do you single out one very small group of 
participants that are responsible for less than 1% of 
the total harvest from our reefs? You do not support 
this recommendation with any scientific study yet you 
want to ban the one method of harvest that can 
selectively harvest only fish within a size limit 
compared to fishing with a rod and reel or netting 
indiscriminately . I have gotten the impression you 
have people in your organization that personally don't 
like spearfishing and want to ban it totally. Personal   920 



likes and dislikes do not have a place here you need 
scientific evidence that singling out one group of 
harvesters will dramatically make a difference. If you 
want to make a difference in the health of the reef 
system get rid of the fresh water discharges from the 
Lake Okeechobee, Go up against Big Sugar. Stop 
Shrimping there is nothing that has more by catch 
waste than shrimping yet you do not even mention it 
due to the shrimping lobby. Remember Spearfishing 
on scuba or breathold does not have by catch . Spear 
fishermen are regulated appropriately by the marine 
fisheries regulations as is hook and line , we are not 
the problem yet you feel targeting an already 
regulated form of harvest will make a dramatic 
change, I strongly disagree. Do something that will 
improve the health of the reef rather than penalize 
those that  follow the rules established by the marine 
fisheries regulators based on scientific studies.  
Foreign countries that have banned scuba spearfishing 
are not better off than our area because although they 
may have  banned scuba spearfishing they have no 
fisheries regulation or enforcement the result is they 
have depleted their resources, the Caribbean is a good 
example,  Scuba spearing was not culprit. 
My recommendation is to drop N-59 and work on 
things that will improve the health of the reefs some 
of which I have mentioned above including addressing 
the  continued pollution and destruction of the marine 
estuaries. 

2016-02-16 
19:33:57  Guy Skinner DIVING   OTHER 

San 
Diego 
Californi
a 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

The environmental effect of fish taken by 
spearfishermen that are using SCUBA is minuscule at 
best. This bill is unfairly discriminating against the 
most ethical and precise way in which to harvest game 
fish, unlike rod and reel anglers and commercial 
operations, only spearfishermen can actually target 
the fish they intend to harvest...there is no bi-catch. 
Currently there are wildlife management policies in 
practise that limit the quantity of fish caught, season 
in which a specices is legal to catch and by what means 
a person can harvest fish and the program is working 
well.  Fish populations are strong and revenue from 
Licenses and self imposed excise taxes from 
manufacturers help fund such scientific studies that 
determine harvest limits or identifying if a species is at 
risk. Nothing scientific suggests that pressure from 
SCUBA divers is putting fish populatins or reef 
ecosystems at risk.  
 
Regardless if a spearfisherman is tank diving or free 
diving he/she is going far beyond the traditional 
method of harvesting fish by entering the water and 
essentially the food chain.  This type of fishing has far 
more inherent dangers and as such limits the 
participants and therefore the catch.  SCUBA 
spearfishermen are dedicated to the preservation of 
their fishing heritage and as such take only what is This proposal must be defeated !!!!!! 919 



legal and what can be used, how is this not ethical? 
 
The economic impact of such a unnecessary proposal 
is immense for Floridians and the Florida dive industry.  
If SCUBA spearfishing is banned many dive shops will 
loose one of the best revenue streams in the dive 
industry which will no doubt lead to dive shop closures 
and an increase in an already bloated unemployment 
roll for the state.  As a leading spearfishing 
manufacturer I dive all over the world and I have seen 
first hand what ruins a fishery and its not tank diving.  
The most detrimental affect to fish populations is an 
inbalance of preditors such as the lion fish, which at 
the moment are being held at bay by the very same 
people that this bill wants to discriminate against.  
Pollution, and commercial overfishing are also to 
blame for the loss of healthy fish populations, 
spearfishing on SCUBA is not.  This proposal is 
unfounded scientifically, is discriminatory, financially 
detrimental for Florida's economy and no doubt a 
private adgenda of a vocal minority that is unable to 
respect the right of others to enjoy a recreational past 
time that does not fit with their idology. 

2016-02-16 
18:16:57  Melody Engle DIVING   OTHER Pinellas 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I am not in support of this recommendation.  Here are 
my reasons. 
I belong to countless fishing, freediving and scuba 
diving clubs and groups. Spearfishing is the most 
sustainable means of selecting species of fish of which 
to target.  As long as the rules are followed, the 
fisheries should be effectively managed.   
Spearfishing using scuba tanks or "air" is the least 
invasive hunting practice in the ocean.  The "scuba" 
catch is a fraction of the other sources of fishing such 
as hook and line and freediving.  Freediving is quickly 
becoming the most popular means of spearfishing.  It 
will surpass spearfishing on "air" in the near future.  
Most freediving is focused primarily on spearing fish, 
not bubble diving, photography or other interests. 
Fishing via "hook and line" and commercial fishing 
dwarfs all the other groups combined in terms of our 
fisheries.  Thus, this proposal is a waste of time.  It 
targets a group of people that have little, if not any, 
affect on the marine habitat.  It also targets a group of 
people that can select the species of fish to harvest.  
Hook and line cannot.  Whatever comes up usually 
dies. 
I'm not sure what the true motive is with this 
recommendation.  Since the statistics clearly indicate 
commercial fishing and "hook and line" fishing clearly 
are way more intrusive.   918 

2016-02-16 
17:44:55  John Edmonds 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

You do not target a select group of individuals and 
only penalize them for using our natural resources. 
Either you change this ban to include everyone 
(Commercial Fishermen, Shore Fishermen, Tourist 

Understanding my Answers: 
 
This RMA will not result in improving our ecosystem 
unless it applies to everyone and it is enforced. 
 917 



Fishing boats, Privately owned Fishing boats, Free 
Divers) or remove this RMA altogether. 

This RMA will NOT improve my life in anyway shape 
or form. 
 
I would NOT support this RMA draft, I will fight 
against it, this in it’s simplest form is discrimination 

2016-02-16 
16:24:04  Jeff  FISHING, DIVING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I don't support you regulating how we spearfish and 
lobster hunt. Worry more about the chemicals and 
toxins that are put in the ocean daily that ruin the 
reefs much more quickly.    915 

2016-02-16 
14:46:18  Carl Pennick 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING Florida BROWARD   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

There should be a section added to the Florida Fishing 
license for spearfishing and lobster hunting on scuba. 
In order to obtain this the person must pay a small 
charge (goes towards reef restoration) prove they 
have at least an advanced scuba certification level 
&/or have a least 50 logged dives. Also there should be 
a mandatory online test that anyone wanting a Florida 
Fishing Licence should have to pass, there should be 
an added section for people wishing to do lobster 
hunting   

Not part of this section but also anyone wishing to 
use a boat in Florida waters should have to take an 
education class in both safety and protection the 
reef and wildlife IE no anchoring on the reef, 
watching for  Manatees etc.  914 

2016-02-16 
11:37:43  John Cassidy DIVING   OTHER Pinellas 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     911 

2016-02-16 
10:49:47    DIVING   OTHER collier 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not I do not support the draft RMA. 

Spearfishing on scuba should not be banned.  
Spearfishing on scuba does not allow for any 
additional catch over the already imposed per day 
limits that any other fisherman can harvest.  It is a 
much more sustainable means of harvest than 
regular line fishing because there is no by-catch.  
Regular fishing catches way more fish that are 
undersized or not the target species that results in 
death unnecessarily.  Spearfishing does not result in 
the entanglement of reefs and wildlife in fishing line.  
Many  reefs are covered in fishing line. 
 
Further, spearfishing on scuba is much safer than 
breath hold spearfishing.  I have read and heard 
radio distress calls detailing accidents due to shallow 
water blackout.  Many have resulted in the death of 
the breath hold spearfisherman.   910 

2016-02-16 
08:00:45  Eric Holmlund DIVING   OTHER 

Hillsbor
ough 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not None 

I am vehemently opposed to the proposal to ban 
spearfishing using scuba. This proposal is a solution 
in search of a problem.  It needs to be defeated.  It is 
totally unnecessary, totally uncalled for, and will 
cause the loss of jobs within the dive industry. 
 
The scuba diving industry as a whole is on life 
support.  Over the past several years, many stores 
have gone out business, sales of scuba equipment 
have drastically dropped, manufacturers have gone 
out of business, and I have seen many reps get out 
of the dive industry to go to more lucrative 
industries.  It is a tough business.  The reason for this 
decline is not the issue here.  Suffice it to say that 
the dive industry is struggling.. 
 
If you look at the dive industry today one would see 908 



only two segments that are healthy.  One of them is 
spearfishing.  The vast majority of those 
spearfishermen utilize scuba to participate.  There 
are many dive stores where sales of spearfishing 
equipment to scuba divers are vital.  Without those 
significant sales the stores would struggle to stay in 
business. Also negatively affected are manufacturers 
who sell only spearfishing equipment with the vast 
majority of those sales going to scuba divers. 
 
Compared to recreational hook and line fisherman 
the spearfishing community takes far  less catch.  
Figures show that spearfishermen take less than 
1/10 of 1 percent of the total catch.  Banning 
spearfishing on scuba will have no effect on the fish 
population.  As I said the proposal is a solution 
searching for a problem. 
 
If this proposal is passed jobs will be lost, incomes 
will suffer, scuba stores will go out of business, 
manufacturers will go out of business all to solve a 
problem that doesn’t exist.  I can see no reason for 
this proposal to even be considered.  The fish 
population will never be negatively impacted by the 
small number (compared to hook & line fishermen) 
of spearfishermen.  The laws in place, which scuba 
diving spearfishermen must follow, already protect 
the fish population. 
 
This ridiculous proposal must be defeated once and 
for all.   
 
Eric Holmlund 
Florida Sales Rep – JBL International 
1803 Butterfly Pl. 
Sun City Center, Fl 33573 
813-924-6955 

2016-02-16 
06:57:07  Jim Mathie 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Spearfishing is still the most selective method for 
harvesting fish with very little by-catch and minimal 
impact to the reef. In my book Catching the Spear-it! 
The ABC’s of Spearfishing, it’s simply “See the Fish, 
Shoot the Fish.” In Bluewater Hunting and Freedivng 
by Terry Maas, he indicates that all types of 
spearfishing account for less than one percent of the 
total harvest of all fish worldwide.  Locally, a study of 
recreational spearfishing in Biscayne National Park, 
accounted for around ten percent of all recreational 
fishing landed. (Harper et al 2000) 
So why would one of the 68 Recommended 
Management Actions (RMA’s) of Our Florida Reefs 
www.ourfloridareefs.org propose a ban on 
spearfishing on SCUBA? Don’t they know how difficult 
it is to spear a fish on SCUBA given its noise versus the 
stealth aspect of freediving. Why do you think 
harvesting is prohibited in the State of Florida on 
rebreather dive systems that don’t produce noise? It’s   907 



because the rebreather systems allow divers to dive 
deeper and have a stealth advantage over fish. 
Presently the only study to indicate spearfishing on 
SCUBA will improve the impact on reef fish is a Pacific 
Ocean commercial spearfishing night-time based 
review. (lindfield, et al) However, another study 
reviewing the effects of spearfishing on reef fish 
populations in a multi-use conservation area 
recommends, “that fishery managers adjust output 
controls such as size-and catch-limits, rather than 
prohibit spearfishing altogether. (Frisch, et al)  
While some countries lacking recourses for proper 
fisheries management and have banned SCUBA 
spearfishing as a way to regulate their fisheries, the 
United States, on the other hand, has a well-
developed and effective fisheries management 
program, both at the state and federal level. 
If the objective is “to increase protection of and 
reduce impact to highly targeted reef fish,” then this 
should be done through scientific-based management 
at the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) level. Selecting one group of 
harvesters over others will only cause an advantage by 
the other group of harvesters…but it will not reduce 
the amount of targeted reef fish taken.  
Even the Dive Equipment & Marketing Association 
(DEMA) states “that these proposed restrictions are 
aimed solely at diving, and exclude recreational and 
commercial fishing, both of which have a much greater 
impact on fish populations than spearfishing while on 
SCUBA.” 

2016-02-16 
06:53:43  Kent Perrin FISHING, BOATING       

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

As a recreational boater, please do not destroy our 
ability to enjoy the ocean.  
 
Certainly environmental and pollution does more 
damage than any amount of recreational fishing or 
diving - and THAT is where the RMA focus should be.  
 
At the most, given more information, I might support 
short season restrictions.  
 
The economic damage that would be caused by the 
current proposed regulations would be severe.    906 

2016-02-16 
06:50:34  Kent Perrin FISHING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

First, drainage water needs to be better 
controlled/cleaned before entering the near-shore 
inlets. Pollution is the single largest hazard to our 
oceans. 
 
If studies are done and ACTUAL EVIDENCE is 
presented, short season restrictions might be allowed, 
but not full-time bans of recreational fishing and 
diving.  
 
So much commerce in Florida could potentially be 
negatively affected by the proposed rules - this would 
economically cripple the coastline business   905 



community.  
 
Please, do NOT institute complete bans on 
recreational fishing and diving.  

2016-02-16 
00:29:05  Mark Kincaid 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION Fl OTHER Lee Likely Not Likely Not Likely Not 

Please consider using common sense and real life data 
when drafting proposed policy. The RMA should 
benefit the majority and provide the greatest 
environmental impact. Commercial fishing/ spearing is 
very disproportional.  The majority of the catch is 
taken by a few.   
 
Having lived in Florida all my life, I work so that I can 
spend time on the water with my friends and family.  
 
My career deals directly with marine projects and I 
take environmental preservation very seriously. 
 
I am an avid spearfisherman and take only what I can 
use. All fish are used fresh. Nothing is ever frozen. 
 
I personally know two individuals with restricted 
species endorsement. They are permitted to harvest 
fish during closed seasons. Their take in one day may 
exceed my annual catch. Neither individual relies on 
fishing income for their livelihood. 

Do not ban spearing on scuba.  
 
If data supports closed seasons for a species, it 
should apply to commercial and recreational 
fishermen. 903 

2016-02-15 
22:21:51    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER 

Hillsbor
ough Not Sure 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Spearfishing IS the most stainable form of fishing. 
Spearfishermen select a catch of legal size carefully. 
We dive amongst and see the beauty of theses reefs 
and want to protect this resource for our children and 
future generations, probably more so than others who 
don't dive and can't appreciate it. Focus on the real 
problem. Our reefs are being harmed by runoff, 
fertilizers, and mismanagement of the Everglades 
watershed, etc.    902 

2016-02-15 
22:15:53  Mike Shinlock 

FISHING, BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I support science supported agendas, not special 
interest groups narrow mindedness.    901 

2016-02-15 
18:44:39  steve maldonado DIVING   MARTIN martin Likely Not Sure Likely 

The biggest cause of over harvesting is the commercial 
sector which has a huge impact on fish stocks. 
Spearfishing on scuba is a problem but no more than 
any other method of harvesting fish. Size and bag 
limits need to be adjusted carefully. Plenty of fish are 
legally harvested which have still not had the chance 
to reproduce. This comes from inconsistencies and 
miss information on reproduction and spawning data. 
Laws are manipulated to allow the commercial sector 
to do as it pleases. I have watched king fish boats in 
Hobe sound state park going after mackeral snag the 
reef repeatedly with their nets and strip dozens of fish 
out of the water along with reef and other sea life. 
Their complete  disregard for the resource was 
disgusting. Commercial divers return to the dock with 
500-1000lbs of grouper in a day. These fish are 
harvested on scuba in deep water, usually over 150ft. 
These fish replenish inshore stocks. And help to keep   900 



our stocks somewhat healthy. I don't think that 
banning recreational spearing on scuba will solve the 
problem with fish stocks, but if it is the only way to 
control commercial spearfishing them I am for it! 

2016-02-15 
18:19:21  Josh Grau DIVING   MARTIN   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

If you Ban scuba spearfishing you will lose the only 
way to keep the lionfish in check.  Most of the scuba 
spearfisherman I know mostly take lionfish and a few 
other select fish.  If you ban scuba spearfishing we will 
not go out just for lionfish.     899 

2016-02-15 
17:28:49  Capt David Schwarz 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   

PALM 
BEACH   Not Sure 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I think that with the fish seasons and size limits are 
sufficient; although, I am very unhappy about the 
Genuine Red Snapper regulations on the east coast of 
Florida.  Those regulations need to be reviewed, 
acknowledge the return of larger fish populations as 
well was larger sizes. 

I have been scuba diving off of Palm Beach County 
since 1960.  Many of those years I free-dove.  To ban 
the use of scuba gear for spearfishing would cause 
many divers a severe hardship.  I, and I suspect, 
many divers over 45 years old can not free-dive to 
80 feet in pursuit of grouper, snapper, and cobia. 
 
I have held a Coast Guard 100 ton license for over 30 
years.  Limiting fishing further would do me and 
many professional mariners to loose and perhaps 
leave the business. 
 
in my years of fishing and diving, I have seen the 
regulations placed on snook, and kingfish increase 
the populations substantially as did the net 
regulations for mullet and Spanish mackerel.  
 
I strongly oppose the ban of spearfishing with scuba 
gear. 898 

2016-02-15 
15:16:24  Kern Mattei 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   BROWARD   Likely Likely Not Likely Not 

I would support a seasonal ban, similar to other 
species to encourage growth of our reef fish.  I don't 
believe a total ban from such a small group would 
have as much impact as a seasonal ban from all.   897 

2016-02-15 
12:32:02  Scott Wilson 

DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Pinellas 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

1. To date we have not see any evidence that scuba 
spearfishing is the cause of any depletion of or 
pressure placed onto native fish species. Spearfishing 
on scuba and freediving allows for selection of species 
and size. Rather than banning a sport, which I feed my 
family with, I would prefer to see the protection of fish 
species, limit of catch by size and quantity, but all by 
way of evidence base science. not just banning in the 
hope that it will increase fish populations.  
 
2. I cannot understand why only scuba spearfishing is 
being targeted. And again without any scientific 
evidence to back it up the actions. Scientific data myst 
be presented to show the impact from scuba spearing, 
freediving spearing, recreational fishing (which by the 
way in indiscriminate and does not have the same 
possibility to select a fish by species of size before 
likely killing it as in fishing), as well as commercial 
fisheries in South Florida and the rest of Florida  
 
I mostly freedive spearfish but also scuba at greater 
depth from time to time. My family and many of our 
friends fish responsibly to feed our families. We 
protect the oceans and are advocates of the   894 



environment, for today, but also for our children and 
their children.  
 
My business is directly related to spearfishing, both 
scuba and freediving, and the possibility of the loss of 
this sport will likely result in our shutting down of our 
business in Florida and the United States and back to 
Australia. We currently employe 3 full time employees 
and 6 part time employees in Florida and the United 
States which jobs are directly related to spearfishing.  
 
I do not support banning of any recreational fishing 
sport which is not evidence based and any restrictions 
must be across the board of all recreational and 
commercial operations affecting any particular fish 
species under duress.  
 
Scott Wilson 
 
This is my personal opinion and statement and does 
not reflect the opinion of the company from which I 
work and am employed by in Florida.  

2016-02-15 
12:22:39  Mary Taylor 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION Florida OTHER 

West 
Coast 
Florida 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

You should better manage commercial fisheries.  Also 
spend your efforts managing water pollution. 
Recreational divers who spearfish are not the 
problem.     893 

2016-02-15 
07:03:01    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Collier Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

Full ban on harvesting all marine life while utilizing 
SCUBA and/or third lung (HOOKA) equipment.   889 

2016-02-13 
09:46:08  ROBERT G PENNELL 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER volusia 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I will not support any more restrictions that take away 
the rights of the public to enjoy our natural resources. 

Banning scuba will not help the reefs. The rules & 
regulations now in place for recreational use are 
working. Sewage & storm water run off are harming 
the ocean .  888 

2016-02-12 
16:36:04  Sean Worrell 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Orange 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

As a scuba diver, free diver, spear fisherman, and 
underwater photographer I am absolutely against 
the outright ban of scuba spearfishing.  I dive up and 
down the coast of Florida, from Cape Canaveral to 
Key West, but my primary area is Palm beach.   
 
I can tell you that the interaction with fish is 
different in areas where there are less divers 
(Canaveral vs South Florida).  The fish in Canaveral 
are much more curious when a diver enters their 
world, than the fish in South Florida.  That being 
said, the availability of the fish is about the same.  
More importantly, the availability of fish above the 
legal size is the same (that is to say, not abundant in 
popular areas).  Canaveral doesn't have anywhere 
near the frequency of divers that South Florida has, 
but it does have a lot of  hook and line fisherman.  
As a result, commonly targeted fish (Grouper, 
snapper, etc) are still being removed from the reefs.  
The diver in my opinion appears to have little 
impact.   
 
Keep in mind that there is no by-catch with 887 



spearfishing.  You only take what you intend to eat 
(the same can't be said for hook and line, 
commercial fishing, etc).  Also keep in mind that 
your window of fishing opportunity is greatly limited 
by no decompression limits, or back gas availability.  
I can hook and line fish for free dive spearfish all day 
long.  I typically only scuba dive for 2 hours (2 tank 
dive). 
 
Another important thing I've noticed about the 
Canaveral reefs, is that they are covered in lion fish.  
I've spent entire dives, just collecting lion fish until 
my bag was full.  Literally spearing them, and 
bagging them as fast as I can.  Dive on a popular reef 
in South Florida, and you might see one or two small 
lion fish.  If you ban scuba spearfishing, there will be 
fewer divers in the water with the tools to remove 
lion fish, especially in areas where the tourist boats 
don't frequent, but spear fisherman do. 
 
Legislation of this nature should be based on solid 
scientific research.  Are there metrics, or empirical 
evidence that support these claims that scuba 
spearing has any effect on the sustainable use of our 
reefs?  What percentage of the local population are 
divers?  What percentage of those divers actually 
dive?  Of those that do dive, what percentage are 
spear fisherman?  Are there any estimates for the 
annual take from scuba spear fisherman?   
 
The draft document identifies other countries that 
have banned diving on SCUBA.  If we start using 
other countries policies as a guideline for our own, 
we go down a very slippery slope.  I'd also be 
interested in know what steps did those countries 
take to manage their fisheries before an outright 
ban on scuba spear fishing, and what were the 
results of those steps?  How were those countries 
fisheries being depleted?  Were other steps (besides 
banning scuba spear fishing) enacted at the same 
time that may have been the real reason behind the 
turn around in the fisheries (ie: reduced limits, 
reduce commercial fishing, etc).  I've been to many 
of the countries listed in the draft, and I can tell you 
that I doubt much science, research, or empirical 
data went into the decision making for their 
environmental policies. 
 
I think most divers would agree that our reefs need 
help, but I think our efforts and our dollars are 
better spent battling the negative effects of 
pollution on our reefs or the by-catch associated 
with commercial fishing.  There are already methods 
in place for sustaining our fisheries, bag limits, 
seasons, etc.  If the current limits and seasons aren't 
working at re-growing our fisheries, then why don't 



we spend our energies looking at the methods that 
are already in place, and reworking them until they 
do work.  Maybe certain species need to have lower 
limits, maybe season durations need to be changed.  
There is a whole system in place to manage our 
fishers.... why don't we start there? 

2016-02-12 
08:56:02  Bob Hilleman DIVING 

Spearfis
hing 
lobster 
hunting 

MIAMI-
DADE 

Florida 
keys 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I support scientific  game management from fisheries 
biologists dictating seasons, size , and limit of 
harvestable fish and lobster by any sport means 
including scuba that does not adversely impact any 
species.  
I oppose commercial harvest and  restrictions based 
on unscientific emotional agendas.  

I spend thousands of dollars annually returning with 
my wife and daughter to scuba dive south Florida for 
lobster and spearfishing for 2 weeks from Alaska. In 
2015 we speared 3 hogfish and caught 4 lobster. The 
commercial benefit of my visits vs harvested take is 
beneficial to Florida. I will not continue to return if 
our family recreation is banned.  882 

2016-02-11 
13:06:32    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   Not Sure 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Better education about our reefs and ecosystem 
including anchoring laws  
I feel that removing these recreational sports from 
these shallow depths will be a disaster to our lifestyle 
and our children's lifestyles as south Floridians    881 

2016-02-11 
12:55:59    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER 

Spearfis
hing  BROWARD   Not Sure 

Definitely 
Not Likely Not 

I feel that better anchoring practices and harvest limits 
and bag limits would do just fine to achieve similar 
reef response. More reef awareness practices or 
education would help some people.   880 

2016-02-11 
10:46:22  Ray little 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I am for conservation and protection of our natural 
recorded HOWEVER to so drastically and basically 
eliminate the enjoyment of theses resorces thru such 
limitations defeats ont only enjoyment but also vastly 
the very residents and visitors who are supportive of 
our reefs, waters, Fuad and area 

The depth requirements are unreasonably and 
actually would be highly problematic to accurately 
endorse.  874 

2016-02-11 
10:23:30    BOATING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     872 

2016-02-11 
09:59:10  Scott Saunders 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING FL MARTIN   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

drop it.  Work on stopping the 5 billions gallons of 
polluted water that is being dumped onto the reef 
from Lake O every day.  THAT IS WHAT IS KILLING OUR 
REEF, not a hand full of spear fisherman.  This is 
completely misguided.  Who is going to kill the 
lionfish?  Divers kill lionfish while pursuing other fish.  
No one will dive strictly for lionfish.   871 

2016-02-10 
21:17:38  Landen Humphrey 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER 

Highlan
ds 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Spearfishing is already regulated in Florida.  Many 
restrictions on location, types of fish, and how they 
are taken are already in place.  Further restrictions will 
not benefit our reefs.  The only restrictions should be 
by species, size and count.  Certain locations are 
already protected.  Expansions statewide would not be 
acceptable. 

.  The invasive lionfish is becoming the favorite of 
many scuba spearfishermen/women. Eliminating 
scuba from the possible ways to deal with this 
invader will make the reef less healthy by interfering 
with the only way we have to make headway with 
the control.  Besides the lionfish, many of us 
spearfish in deeper water where we hunt pelagic 
fish.  Reef fish are not generally on our target list.  
Using reef health as an excuse to eliminate scuba 
spearfishing is a move that is both dishonest and an 
abuse of regulative power against the citizens of 
Florida.  869 

2016-02-10 
20:03:09    DIVING   OTHER   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

The economic harm to dive shops and dive operators 
will harm florida business and eliminate jobs   866 

2016-02-10 
20:02:05    DIVING   OTHER   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

The economic harm to dive shops and dive operators 
will harm florida business and eliminate jobs   865 

2016-02-10 
18:34:43  Mike 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Restrict it to commercial fishers, or start with bag 
limits. 
But before you do anything else, you need to find out 

Do you really think recreational scuba divers take a 
large number of any fish by sportfishing? Do you 
really want to ensure that we stop our occasional 864 



just how many fish are being taken this way, and who 
is taking them, rather than creating an arbitrary law. 

sportfishing, which also means we will not be 
carrying gear to get rid of any lionfish we come 
across? 
 
This proposed legislation makes about as much 
sense as banning all drivers, to ensure there are no 
drunk drivers on the road. There's no study, no 
cause-and-effect, just some idiot with a draconic 
proposal that has not been researched at all. 

2016-02-10 
08:12:59    DIVING   

MIAMI-
DADE   Likely Likely Definitely So 

I support this action because it is going to help the 
coral reefs in florida.   862 

2016-02-10 
07:56:08  Cody  

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION 

Free 
diving BROWARD   Likely Likely Definitely So 

As an avid spear fisherman, I believe limiting the sport 
to only freediving is long overdue. While I do enjoy 
catching fish via spear myself, I think that adding this 
level of diffusely should benefit the reefs.   861 

2016-02-09 
18:19:15  Jimmie Crain DIVING Florida OTHER Leon Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

You are going to ruin businesses, livelihoods and the 
enjoyment of the sport. 860 

2016-02-09 
16:40:53  William Grott 

DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Brevard Likely Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Be specific regarding the species and "Trophy" class of 
fish you are intending to protect.  The proposals in this 
legislation appear to me to be unnecessarily heavy 
handed and lazy.  If you want to protect these species 
while still counting on the divers to reduce numbers of 
predatory species such as Lion fish then simply add 
additional restrictions to the FWC fishing regulations 
for those specific species and sizes just like is currently 
done for every other fish.   859 

2016-02-09 
10:56:45  Jason 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Banning a method of harvest does not promote 
support for future conservation efforts.  It also does 
not promote any improvement of the reef ecosystems.  
This attack on spearfishing with scuba is designed to 
segregate the support that groups of fisherman have 
for each other.  Scuba spear fisherman follow the 
same rules that everyone else does.  Unlike hook and 
line fishing, there is no by-catch or damage to 
undersize fish.  Spearfishing is not easier than any 
other method, there is heavy gear, predation (sharks) 
and the fact the you are underwater with a limited 
supply of air.  It might appear more affective, but we 
are working hard for those fish, versus hook and line 
guys drinking beer on the surface.  At the end of the 
day, we aren't allowed any more fish than the next 
guy.  So banning this method of take will not fix 
anything.     858 

2016-02-08 
09:00:19  Sherman Nicks 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

This RMA would eliminate a sport that myself and 
many of my friends enjoy. Fishing / diving / 
spearfishing is a Florida lifestyle many of us have built 
our lives around. It would greatly affect the economy 
of many businesses that support us. There are many 
other things that impact the reef in a greater fashion 
that should be addressed before totally eliminating an 
entire sport such as sewage outfalls, enforcement of 
boaters dropping anchors on the reef, etc. Making a 
closed season for a portion of the year would be a 
more acceptable option first before totally banning it. 
This RMA was obviously suggested by people who do 
not participate in the sport.     856 



2016-02-07 
13:34:16    

DIVING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Definitely So Likely Definitely So 

The United States is practically the only country in the 
world to allow spearfishing while on scuba. Use of 
scuba equipment removes most of the "sport" 
involved in this recreational fishing practice. To boot, 
many spear fishermen in northern Palm Beach County 
use underwater scooters (while on scuba) to chase 
down the fish. It's not sport; it's a slaughter. It's 
shooting fish in a barrel - literally. The fishing pressure 
is so great from hook and line AND spear fishermen 
that it is rare to see decent size grouper and hogfish in 
my area. There are so many expert spear fishermen 
(all using scuba) the fish don't have a chance. Take my 
word - these guys are REALLY good. I see them pretty 
much every weekend on the commercial dive boats.  
 
I highly recommend outlawing spearing while on scuba 
to level the playing field. I want to add that I think free 
diving and spearing is perfectly ok if practitioners obey 
limits.  
 
I also recommend reducing daily limits for fish such as 
grouper, hogfish and snapper. Who needs all that fish? 
It encourages waste. And lastly, there are many spear 
fishing scuba divers (with recreational fishing licenses) 
selling their catch to local restaurants. This is 
poaching. People who do this steal the resource from 
all of us. 
 
I have been diving for 23 years and have logged more 
than 3,000 dives, most in Palm Beach County. While I 
have seen many species like sharks and goliath 
groupers recover, I unfortunately can't say the same 
about grouper, hogfish and snapper.  
 
Thanks for listening.   855 

2016-02-07 
12:18:16    DIVING   OTHER Leon 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Spearfishing on SCUBA is the most environmentally  
conscious method of harvesting fish.  There is very 
little by-catch as well as little to no damage to the 
reef.  

The vast majority of fish taken are by recreational 
and commercial rod and reel or long line fishermen.  854 

2016-02-06 
16:21:23    PROTECTION   MARTIN   Definitely So Likely Definitely So     852 

2016-02-06 
09:53:40    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER 

Spear 
fishing OTHER Leon Likely Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Further research on what actually affects reef life the 
most. Commercial over fishing and by catch. 
Undersized fish caught on line that dies from injury 
once it's released. N/A 851 

2016-02-06 
01:07:17  Chad johnson DIVING   OTHER 

South 
Dakota 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I can see maybe size limit or adjusting the limit... But 
to totally ban this sport is outrageous.. I come to 
Florida to spearfish. I make it once a year.i love every 
second that I'm in the water. To deny me of this sport 
would be not fair at all..do people really think it's easy 
to spearfish on scuba? Even the hogfish that u talk 
about can give me a challenge 

Please consider the outside groups that come to 
your state just for this purpose.. I love Florida and I 
love Spearfishing  
Thank u for your consideration .. 849 

2016-02-05 
23:03:26  Margo DIVING   OTHER Pasco Not Sure Not Sure Definitely So 

We should not be killing the few reef fish that are left 
!!! Except Lionfish should be shot for sure.   848 

2016-02-05 
13:19:13  Eric Billips 

DIVING, 
PROTECTION     Monroe 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I support actions to protect the reefs that will actually 
do some good.  I own a very successful dive shop in 

INTRODUCTION from "Spearfishermasn Guide to the 
Upper Florida Keys" by Eric Billips  844 



the Florida Keys.  I've been teaching, guiding and 
spearfishing on these reefs for 20 years.  I average 
over 1,000 dives a year on these reefs.  And I've done 
this for the last 10 years.  I urge you to find another 
human being that has dove the reefs in south florida 
as much as me.  3 years ago I decided to open my own 
dive shop.  I feed my family due to the draw of these 
beautiful reefs.  So if anyone should be fighting for the 
conservation of our reefs, its me.  That being said, 
banning spearfishing on scuba is not the answer.  
There are many reasons that justify this statement.  
First of all, out of all the ways to harvest fish from our 
reefs, i.e recreational fishing, commercial fishing, 
spearfishing on breath hold, and spearfishing on 
scuba; spearfishing on scuba has one of the lowest 
impact on the reefs.  So if you propose banning it, you 
need to also propose banning fishing, commercial and 
recreational as well, for these forms of fish harvest are 
much more invasive to the reefs.  Next, the percent of 
people that actually are certified scuba spear 
fisherman compared to fishermen is minuscule.  Not 
only does a person have to pay close to $500 for a 
course, they also have to dedicate at least a week for 
class.  They have to invest more money in gear, and 
thats just to get certified.  Now that they're certified, 
you must become at least a decent diver in order to 
have good air consumption and buoyancy before you 
start hunting, chasing and shooting fish.  So each 
scuba spear fisherman must be a certified, competent 
diver with deep pockets to afford the gear, and 
experience in spearfishing, just to have the slight 
possibility they may shoot something, (which isn't as 
easy as it sounds).  Now compare that to fishing.  All 
you have to do to go fishing is be alive and pay 
someone a few bucks to take you.  So tell me who is 
more of a threat at harvesting fish off the reefs, the 
few good scuba spear fisherman or the thousands 
upon thousands of fisherman.  I know your argument 
will be ; "well scuba spearo's only shoot the big fish at 
sexual maturity etc".  I have well over 10,000 
spearfishing dives and I can honestly tell you that 95% 
of the time I bring home a couple mid range fish for 
dinner. the other 5% consists of of maybe 3% good 
size fish 1% nothing at all and maybe 1% something 
that makes me want to take a picture or mount.  its 
just not that easy.  I would love to see the research 
behind your argument on this.  Also, spear fisherman 
should be your advocates.  They are sportsman.  They 
love there sport and will do whatever it takes to insure 
that the habitats they hunt, reefs and wrecks are 
protected and conservation methods are in place.  You 
should embrace them not ban them.  Compare spear 
fisherman to land hunters.  They are good for the 
environment.  Instead of banning the people that will 
stand by you to protect these reefs,  stand together.  
Please see the introduction to a book a wrote over 5 

written in 2010 
 
"I currently manage a dive shop in the Florida Keys, 
and over the past few years have seen the interest 
in spearfishing grow immensely.  I was constantly 
answering questions from divers about the sport 
and how to get into it.  The thought of hunters 
entering our local waters with guns, who have no 
idea how to shoot, what to shoot, or where to shoot 
terrified me.  I was concerned for our reefs, fish and 
other ocean resources.  The best option for me to 
help the sport of spearfishing and also the impact on 
our oceans was to write a specialty class for PADI 
(professional association of dive instructors), titled 
"Underwater Hunter".  This has allowed me to teach 
new hunters a conservative approach to 
spearfishing.  This course has been a resounding 
success.  Spearfishing is one of the hottest trends in 
scuba diving and will continue to grow. New divers, 
seasoned divers, and free divers are all looking for a 
new diving challenge and spearfishing fits that need.  
That need is why I wrote the specialty course and 
the catalyst for this book.  My #1 concern is the 
conservation of our ocean resources.  With the 
amount of divers visiting our reefs with their own 
boats or renting boats to go spear, this book will 
hopefully steer them away from shooting illegal fish 
or undersized fish, or hunting in protected areas.  It 
was also a goal of mine to offer some nice areas to 
hunt with minimum impact on our reefs.  Not 
everyone os accepting of the sport of spearfishing.  
They think it's inhumane or unfair.  In actuality when 
done conservatively, meaning taking only enough 
fish to feed you and your family, spearfishing has the 
least amount of impact of any fishing means.  
Spearfishing is highly selective, uses no bait and has 
no by catch.  With education and proper regulations, 
spearfishing can be the most ecologically sustainable 
form of fishing. 



years ago.  Well before this ban on spearfishing on 
scuba was ever a thought.  

2016-02-05 
12:37:58  Kevin Long 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER VA Not Sure 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I travel to SE Florida 3-4 times a year with my family 
for scuba diving, and enjoy fish that are caught by 
properly licensed guides or others accompanying us; 
protection of the reefs is one of my family's prime 
concerns (all of us dive), and I wish that I could 
support N-59, but I find I cannot. 
N-59 is poorly researched and thought out; just 
because other countries have banned spear fishing 
does not mean we should follow suit, especiallygiven 
the lack of hard, quantatative evidence on exactly how 
many fish are harvested by spearfishing. 
One of the precepts of N-59 is that spearfishing on re-
breathers is not allowed, and that the next natural 
step is to ban spearfishing on scuba; what's next after 
that - a complete and total ban on fishing altogether? 
Imagine how that will affect the economy! 
Tell CWG to properly gather the correct information to 
ensure that this is properly thought out, and show 
how little impact that spearfishing actually has. 
 
Respectfully, 
Kevin Long 

Even though I do not live in Florida yet, my wife and 
I plan to do so in the very near future; we have been 
looking at homes in PB County and expect to 
purchase one this summer. 
One of our prime motivators for moving to SE 
Florida is the diving, and the occaissional gift of fish 
from local divers only adds to our experience; once 
we become Florida residents I have every 
expectation of becoming a dive guide, and look 
forward to serving my family meals that I 
caught/speared myself. Not being able to do so 
certainly takes away some of the romance and 
motivation for moving to Florida. 843 

2016-02-05 
11:54:01  Teresa Hattaway 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Pinellas 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I support management of Florida's natural resources. I 
will also support decisions regarding seasonal fishing 
closures, take methods and size limits when it is based 
on sound, scientific evidence. 

My name is Teresa Hattaway and I own Jim’s Dive 
Shop located in St. Petersburg, Florida. 
 
I oppose the Recommended Management Action 
“N-59 Ban Spearfishing on SCUBA”. 
 
This action is being proposed without scientific data 
to support such a ban.  Although the Recommended 
Management Action  (RMA) cites many publications 
to support its proposal for banning spearfishing on 
SCUBA, the RMA lacks sound, scientific evidence to 
show that spearfishing while on SCUBA is 
detrimental to the South Florida reef system.  
Specifically, the RMA states that, "The relative 
number of fish taken by spear versus angling is 
unknown, as is the total magnitude of fish taken by 
spear.  It is a cryptic fishery.” 
 
Any ban on spearfishing must also include similar 
restrictions on commercial and recreational fishing.  
Florida already has many fishing regulations in place 
which regulate seasonality as well as size and 
quantity limits, which appropriately impact all forms 
of fishing; commercial fishing, recreational fishing 
and spearfishing.  Absent is any data that specifically 
points to spearfishing as having a greater impact on 
supposedly "highly targeted species," I contend that 
these current limits and laws are adequate to 
prevent any "targeting of commercially valuable and 
ecologically important 'trophy' fish."  Further, if 
additional regulations are needed for spearfishing 
on SCUBA, surely these same restrictions are 842 



warranted for ALL forms of extraction, including 
commercial fishing and hook-and-line recreational 
fishing. 
 
I fully support efforts of Florida’s Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation to manage Florida’s lands and waters 
and understand bag limits, seasons and size limits 
are fully needed to insure the future of Florida’s 
resources.I feel that “RMA Action N-59 Ban 
Spearfishing on SCUBA” unfairly singles out the 
diving community, specifically those spearfishing 
while on SCUBA. 
 
Over the past 7 years of my business, on average, 
29% of my sales can be directly attributed to 
spearfishing gear. This would include spearguns, 
polespears, replacement shafts, replacement bands 
and spearpoints. It would be hard to get an exact 
amount of indirect sales related to spearfishing. 
Those indirect sales would include masks, fins, 
snorkels, wetsuits, regulators, dive computers, 
flashlights etc. that are purchased by divers, whose 
passion is spearfishing. But, I feel safe to say that 
more than 60% of my sales are spearfishing related. 
Even though my business is located on the Gulf 
Coast of Florida, this ban would greatly affect my 
customers that travel to the East Coast to dive and 
spearfish. I also feel the ban will have a “ripple 
effect” on the South Florida tourist industry since 
divers may decide to alter travel plans if this ban is 
enacted. 
 
Please do not enact laws based on unfounded 
scientific data. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Teresa Hattaway 
Owner / Manager 
Jim's Dive Shop 
St. Petersburg, Fl.  

2016-02-05 
10:11:55    

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     841 

2016-02-05 
10:08:42  Robyn Walker 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Dear Management,  
 
First, thank you for your efforts in protecting our 
natural resources.  I firmly believe that reef protection 
is essential to our state and our lives.  However, 
banning spearfishing while scuba diving does not seem 
to have any rational relationship to such protection.  I 
have seen more reef destruction from novice scuba 
divers than would ever be inflicted by anyone 
seasoned enough to carry a spear gun.  Moreover, 
decimation of reef fish species is not caused by scuba 
divers, who very rarely bring up large volumes of fish.  
There needs to be some scientific analysis of this issue,   840 



instead of an arbitrary prohibition.  By way of 
example, I have personally observed free divers bring 
up huge numbers of reef fish (groupers, hog fish, etc.), 
whereas even experienced scuba divers often leave 
empty handed.  
 
Furthermore, increasingly large numbers of Lionfish 
are a significant problem.  Scuba divers are down long 
enough to be able to kill them on sight, whereas they 
are untouched by line fishermen and free divers.  
Increased awareness and mass lionfish kill events are 
much more likely to make a difference in reef fish 
population than prohibiting scuba-hunting. And, 
because most scuba divers who hunt kill lionfish on 
sight, removing scuba-hunters from the equation is 
likely to result in a further decimation of our reef fish, 
instead of the intended repopulation.   
 
Please consider the other factors that are truly 
decimating our reef fish and implement reasoned 
restrictions that help save our reefs (and reef fish), 
instead of arbitrarily prohibitions that will negatively 
impact our state and, more importantly, are not likely 
to result in any benefit. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Robyn Hankins-Walker 

2016-02-05 
09:48:06  

Troy Sorensen Dive 
Florida LLc DIVING   OTHER 

Manate
e 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I own a Scuba center and this would negatively impact 
my livelihood    839 

2016-02-05 
09:45:59  

Troy Sorensen Dive 
Florida LLc DIVING   OTHER 

Manate
e 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     838 

2016-02-05 
09:07:46    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   BROWARD   Likely Not Likely Not   

Maybe limit some species from being taken with 
Scuba commercially, but a total ban for recreational 
users is a joke of a proposal.    We dive a lot and know 
a lot of people who do and the takes from private 
boats are not large compared with commercial fishing.   837 

2016-02-05 
06:53:48  Tony Gatliff 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER 

Spearfis
hing OTHER Pinellas Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

The complete elimination of this draft is the only thing 
I would support. 

Florida already has many fishing regulations in place 
which regulate seasonality as well as size and 
quantity limits, which appropriately impact all forms 
of fishing; commercial fishing, recreational fishing 
and spearfishing.   
 
There is no quality scientific evidence to support 
banning of scuba divers spearfishing.  (Last I heard 
we were lauded by scientists for being out there 
doing our part to try to limit the lionfish from taking 
over the reefs.)  
 
This RMA is completely not needed. We already 
have adequate regulation by the FWC and this RMA 
would only serve to arbitrarily over-govern and to 
limit individuals rights.   836 

2016-02-04 
21:00:28    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   

MIAMI-
DADE   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I want to be able to spearfish, and do it using scuba 
tanks.  Freedivers may actually support this going 
through because it is tied to scuba, but once scuba is 

I want to be able to spearfish, and do it using scuba 
tanks.  Freedivers may actually support this going 
through because it is tied to scuba, but once scuba is 835 



banned, freediving will be next, and THEN fishing, 
because our sinkers beat up the reefs etc, and then 
even catch and release because the lines entangle 
birds....and on and on until you can no longer go in the 
ocean because your boat is polluting it.  This is about 
over regulation and starting with scuba and pitting 
other types of ocean-goer's against each other to help 
them reach their end game which of course is NO 
HARVEST OF FISH AT ALL (And don't even poke them 
in the mouth with a hook). 

banned, freediving will be next, and THEN fishing, 
because our sinkers beat up the reefs etc, and then 
even catch and release because the lines entangle 
birds....and on and on until you can no longer go in 
the ocean because your boat is polluting it.  This is 
about over regulation and starting with scuba and 
pitting other types of ocean-goer's against each 
other to help them reach their end game which of 
course is NO HARVEST OF FISH AT ALL (And don't 
even poke them in the mouth with a hook). 

2016-02-04 
20:51:05    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

You're taking away the right for people to be able to 
put food on their table. You're taking away b people's 
job. Scuba diving and Spearfish for most people is an 
activity, something to do on their days off to have fun. 
I bet you people have kids, and basically I bet you guys 
have a fun activity or you have kids, so it's basically 
saying that you're not allowed to take your kids to the 
park.  

Comments.......look at what you're ruining. Instead 
of banning spearfishing for scuba divers, be more 
clear. Does that mean free divers can Spearfish still, 
or does that mean scuba divers use pole spears? 
Well if that hasn't crossed your mind, well now it 
has. If you ban diving and soearfishing. Free divers 
will be taking over. So will that mean snorkeling will 
be prohibited?  Hm?  Just make more protected 
reefs like in the keys? Bet your brains couldn't think 
of that because you're to focused on one subject. 
Think outta the box it's pretty useful instead of 
settling on one thing listen to people and listen to 
what they have to say. May take your farther in life. 834 

2016-02-04 
19:27:02  David Brown DIVING   OTHER Pinellas 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

This RMA is not needed and would only serve to limit 
the rights of those that choose to spearfish using 
scuba tanks.  Florida already has many fishing 
regulations in place which regulate seasonality as well 
as size and quantity limits, which appropriately impact 
all forms of fishing; commercial fishing, recreational 
fishing AND spearfishing.  There is no quality scientific 
data to support such a sweeping ban.     832 

2016-02-04 
15:31:11  Ana Ziegler 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Better funding for the marine patrol and enhance the 
current fishing laws so poachers can't get away 
without real punishment.  
 
Take a better look at surface fishing with fishing poles 
and nets,  An abandoned net or small bundle of 
monofilament can do more damage in a year than 
who knows how many individuals with one speargun 
each. 
 
Many things can be done that would produce true 
results helping our reefs, attacking a scuba diver with a 
speargun is just bullying   831 

2016-02-04 
13:27:36  Jimmy Wind 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER 

Protect 
the right 
of 
speerfis
hing OTHER Collier  

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I support the protection of the reefs & ecosystem, but 
spearfishing should not be the target.  YOU REALLY 
NEED TO SPEND YOUR ENERGY ON THE COMMERCIAL 
FISHERIES, AND INDISCRIMINATE NETTING OF FISH!   
 
This is absurd, and is going to ruin a safe and selective 
way to harvest fish.   
 
Has the negative economic impact of this proposal 
even been considered?  From dive shops that sell 
spearfishing equipment, to home grown Floridian 
companies like KOAH who manufacture spear-guns,   830 



the dive boats, the people who travel to the various 
Florida Keys to do Scuba Spearfishing trips and the 
money that is spent there....   The negative impact of 
this radical change goes far beyond the protection of 
the reef & ecosystem.   
 
Furthermore, most spearfishermen are avid 
conservationists, and do their very best to preserve 
the sport that we love and enjoy.   
 
I beg of you to think outside of the box to consider the 
collateral damage of such a radical ban, and consider 
alternative options.    
 
Something that may be more suitable would be 
potentially proposing a spearfishing season just like 
there is for hunting.  But all restrictions should be for 
commercial and recreational fish harvest. 

2016-02-04 
12:51:41  Thomas Jackson DIVING FL OTHER Lee   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I love the ocean and am a large fan of conservation. I 
spearfish off of Fort Myers almost every weekend 
outside of Winter. I consider myself a sustainable 
sportsman, meaning I only keep as much fish as I can 
consume with out freezing. I supported the grouper 
ban a couple years ago because it was the right thing 
to do. This legislation is the wrong thing to do. Your 
targeting the most conservative form of fishing. With 
hook and line it indiscriminately kills fish by gut 
hooking (even with Circle hooks) and by reeling the 
fish up from 80 plus feet. What spear fisherman do is 
not the problem. I would suggest lowering the catch 
limit on the species you think are being over fished or 
shutting the particular spices down by county if its a 
problem.  This is the nuclear option and it is not being 
well received by the diving community. Not to 
mention the economic impacts this would have.  
 
Please let me know how I can get involved more 
Sincerely, 
 
Thomas Jackson 
239-851-2982    828 

2016-02-04 
12:47:20  william jordan 

DIVING, BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER duval 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I am a retired military officer and avid scuba diver.  I 
believe that this is an unfair singling out of scuba 
diving spreafishers.  The amounts of fish taken on 
scuba have not been accurately measured and pale in 
comparison to commercial and recreational fishing. 
 
Friends that are employed by the dive shops and 
charter boats have a difficult time staying in business 
with the poor economy and this would be another 
blow to their income. 
 
There are currently location, size, number and species 
limits that are enforced by FWC and I see no reason to 
put such a ban in place.   827 



2016-02-04 
12:25:37  Damir Akhoundov 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Collier Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not I DO NOT support this measure. 

Instead of banning spearfishing you need to 
concentrate on enforcing catch limits and licensing.  
Also you need to put more effort to protect the 
devastation of the ocean resources die to long lining 
and other commercial by-catch.  Spearfishing when 
done responsibly will always be a more conservative 
method of fishing as it eliminates by-catch and 
undersized fish injuries.  Majority of line-caught fish 
is undersized, injured in the process of retrieval and 
"released" to the water where it dies more often 
than not. Spearfishing ensures that only fish of legal 
size are taken and the young ones get the chance to 
mature to the reproductive age and size.  
Spearfishing on scuba is much more safe than free-
diving. Also free-diving is not for everyone as it 
requires certain physical capabilities.  By 
implementing this restriction you are basically 
restricting this activity to just a few individuals.  All 
the while discriminating people by their age and 
physical abilities.   
 
Also do you REALLY think that anyone will go scuba-
spearing for the sole reason of shooting the lion 
fish? This exception is insulting quite frankly... 
 
You are going to decimate the large industry that 
brings a lot of jobs and tourists to Florida while 
doing NOTHING to eliminate the main culprit - 
namely the commercial over fishing, long lining,  and  
huge impact of commercial by-catch. 825 

2016-02-04 
10:58:47  Sherrie Facchine 

DIVING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Likely Definitely So 

As a scuba diver for 30 years, I strongly support the 
banning of spearfishing on scuba.  I am uncomfortable 
on a dive boat alongside spearfishermen.  Many of 
them are not well-trained in the sport to begin with 
and are dive boat captains really trained or willing to 
enforce the rules with regard to spearfishing?  I'm not 
so sure.  They need to make a living, so are they going 
to do anything that might cause that spearfisherman 
to take his business elsewhere?  I'm all for protecting 
our reef fishes from over-fishing and I believe this will 
go a long way in aiding that cause.     821 

2016-02-04 
10:22:04  Jack Harari DIVING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

This draft RMA is flawed and poorly considered to 
reach it's goal.   
 
First, spearfishers, even on scuba, are limited as to 
depth.  The larger and highly fecund fish are found in 
the deeper waters over 150 feet as can be noted by 
fish taken by rod and reel.  Most recreational 
spearfishers do not go into waters deeper than 100 
feet.   
Second, the comparison being used is comparing 
recreational spearfishers with commercial 
spearfishers.  Recreational spearfishermen are limited 
already by season, species that can be harvested, size 
and bag limits.  Many of these limitations do no apply 
to commercial harvesters. 

If there is proof that there is an issue with a 
particular species, than we already have time tested 
and proven management techniques that can be 
employed.  Changes in open season, size limits and 
bag limits can be instituted to ensure that a 
particular species is not over harvested. 820 



Third, this RMA will have a disproportionate impact 
upon divers who are older or have physical disabilities 
and will be unable to participate in spearfishing 
without scuba gear.  As we age, our lung capacities 
and cardiovascular systems are less able to tolerate 
long periods of breathholding.  Also, for those divers 
with physical disabilities, it will be very difficult to dive 
to the depths needed on one breath of air.  From a 
safety perspective, this rule is dangerous and may well 
lead to loss of life of divers who now will be forced to 
spearfish while holding their breath. 
Forth, many spearfishers, myself included, will have to 
abandon spearfishing as I will not be able to 
participate safely at my age (62).  I typically remove 
several lionfish from the waters on a typical dive day.  I 
will not be diving just to look for lionfish so the lionfish 
that I normally remove will be left to reproduce.,  
Multiply that by the number of divers who will no 
longer be spearfishing and we will see an explosion of 
the lionfish population again.   
Fifth, the premise that spearfishers are "trophy" 
hunters is false, at least as applied to me and my dive 
partners.  Our goal is to harvest fish to feed our family 
and friends.  I am not looking for extremely large fish 
as there is an increased risk of ciguatera poisoning.  I 
purposefully select fish of the species and size that is 
suitable for consumption.  I have no "bycatch" issues.  
Everything harvested is consumed. 

2016-02-04 
09:27:56  Peter Magnani 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER 

Hillsbor
ough Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Do some research first. You admittedly have no 
scientific data differentiating between line fishing and 
scuba spearfishing impact on the reef. Banning 
spearfishing without research supporting the ban 
would decimate the dive industry for no reason.   819 

2016-02-04 
06:52:51    BOATING   OTHER 

Polk 
county Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

The ban solely on spearfishing on scuba is unfair and 
the hook and line and commercial fishing have a far 
greater negative impact than spearfishing on scuba 

Let the people be FREE, stop with all the over 
regulation  817 

2016-02-03 
15:09:24  Mike DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   Not Sure Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I support dropping the lobster limit. I do not support 
the restriction of SCUBA spearing. It is ridiculous to not 
allow spearing. Drop the limit of fish if you have too 
but do not take something I love away!   816 

2016-02-03 
08:38:23    DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Scientific research needs to be completed before 
drastic actions be taken and if warranted then should 
include commercial as well as recreational line fishing. 
It's nonsense that spearing while on SCUBA is the root 
cause of any harm. Unlike line fishing, spearing while 
on SCUBA targets fish that have healthy stocks. If a 
particular species is at risk then tell the diving 
community to avoid that species. I also have grave 
concerns that banning spearing while on SCUBA will 
drastically increase the Lionfish population. This is the 
real danger - Lionfish. After all, these days, Lionfish is 
my first target, I avoid shooting small hogfish even if 
they are at the legal size.     813 

2016-02-03 
01:16:45    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   Likely Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Stricter regulations on line fishing, party boats and 
sports fishing boats! Monitor those Spearfishing while 
Freediving. Freediving allows more stealth approach to   812 



fishes. Need more enforcement officers to check 
vessels and their catches. Stronger fines to discourage 
the abusive taking of fish! 

2016-02-03 
00:08:46  Will 

DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

I support the ban and any extension. How can we have 
Project AWARE and conservation-minded diving 
alongside psychopaths who gleefully kill wildlife and 
arrogantly and proudly boast about their kills on 
Facebook? It's a disgusting, heartless practice that 
must be stopped. Don't give me this economy bullshit. 
The slaves were allegedly instrumental to the southern 
economy in early America. It doesn't matter. Wrong is 
wrong. Start with the spearfishermen and close in on 
the rest. These animals are not there for your damn 
personal gain. They are there for all divers to 
unobtrusively enjoy. Any action that criminalizes killing 
by divers has my support. Tough for you. Get another 
job. I don't care one bit about your f-ing economic 
well!-being, That's your problem. I'm sute the fish 
would agree. 

  811 

2016-02-02 
22:46:44  Jeff DeRocher FISHING, DIVING   OTHER 

Baldwin 
County, 
Alabam
a 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

It pains me that any group would consider such a 
divisive action without specific and actionable 
scientific data to confirm that SCUBA spearfishers 
present a disproportionate threat to the reefs.  If 
verifiable scientific data supports reduced bag limits, 
shorter seasons, or different size limits, then those 
actions should be applied evenly to all consumptive 
groups, including all commercial and recreational 
participants.  I believe that pollution, development, 
and habitat loss due to beach renourishment projects 
represent a  far greater threat to the long term health 
of fisheries in general, and the reefs in particular.     810 

2016-02-02 
21:58:10  Paul Mouhalis 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER St Johns 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Spearfishing is less harmful o florida reefs than other 
types of fishing.  Recreational spearfishing drive 
tourism dollars to florida and south florida in 
particular.  Ideas like Mooring buoys on popular reef 
destinations would decrees the impact to reefs than 
banning spearfishing.  If ensuring a healthy fishery is 
the goal, encouraging recreational fishing and 
recreational spearfishing will do more to advance the 
cause than banning it, people protect what they enjoy, 
if you ban fishing there will be less people inclined to 
protect the fishery.  Recreational fisherman take a 
fraction of the fish that commercial fisherman.  slot 
limits and bag limits would be a better idea than an 
outright ban.   808 

2016-02-02 
21:25:36  Luke Powell 

DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Bay 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

This makes very little sense. To think the dive 
community, which is small percentage of people who 
use the waters of Florida, and their even smaller 
percentage of people who spearfish while scuba diving 
have a significant impact on the reefs is a very dim 
point of view. In Bay county, we have a very finite 
diving season, but recreational and commercial fishing 
is rampant throughout the entire year. Of ALL the 
spearfishers I know, rarely if ever, do people shoot 
undersized or illegal fish when properly trained. WE at 

Allow spearfishing in ALL of Florida. 
 
If you want to limit the taking of fish on South 
Florida coral reefs, I am all for! BUT do not restrict 
spearfishers while allowing reel and rod to continue 
their taking. Make them protected/NO TAKE areas. 
Problem solved. Monitor everyone, allow them to 
be dove and snorkeled on, but prevented from 
harvesting. It works in the Caribbean, and the 807 



Panama City Diving offer spearfishing courses to 
ensure future and new spearfishers are instructed on 
the proper way to identify fish, determine their size 
underwater and understand whether it is in season. 
When compared to the amount of fish typically taken 
by recreational fisherman, it is not very common to 
limit out while spearfishing. Thus, not as many pounds 
of fish are harvested by spearfishers as opposed to 
recreational fisherman. 

Florida Keys SO it should work in South Florida if the 
rules and regulations are enforced. 

2016-02-02 
20:58:24    DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

If you wish to ban a level of fishing on the reef then 
please put some studies and science behind it.  
Spearfishing is already very regulated and has very 
little negative impact on the reef while on the positive 
side, scuba divers and spear-fishermen are 
ambassadors to the reef and currently 75% of my 
living is as a result of catering to spearfishing.   The 
financial impact of such a ban would be HUGE!  Please see above 806 

2016-02-02 
17:57:22  Neal Watson II DIVING   BROWARD   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So I support the ban of spearfishing while scuba diving.   805 

2016-02-02 
16:05:51  Michael Schaffer  FISHING, DIVING   OTHER Marion Likely Not Likely Not Likely Not 

I will not support any ban or restrictions on reef fish 
harvest by SCUBA without a comprehensive study 
conducted by a reputable research company. 

I understand the importance of  preserving the 
fragile eco-system of our reefs but, it appears that 
the majority of the studies put forward are not from  
U.S. waterways. I believe a study of the reef systems 
in South Florida should be conducted before 
jumping into bans or restrictions that could cause 
the loss of livelihoods. Not to mention the revenue 
the sport of spearfishing with SCUBA brings in for 
these areas.  I support protection of our oceans and 
reefs and understand the importance our oceans 
play in life on land. I also believe that unnecessary 
bans on some fish species that may actually be 
thriving could inadvertently cause over population 
and risk diseases spreading throughout the eco-
system.  I can only hope that a true researched and 
proven answer will push the decision of bans and 
restrictions to any sport involving game harvesting. 804 

2016-02-02 
12:34:20  Grayson Shepard 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER 

Franklin    
(Apalac
hicola) Not Sure Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not I support the continued use of SCUBA for spearfishing. 

Dear Our Florida Reefs, 
 
    I am a charter captain and avid recreational 
spearfisherman in the Panhandle of Florida. 
However, I travel all over the state to dive including 
the area falling under this RMA.   I feel this RMA 
unfairly targets a minority group that shares the 
fishery with other users- hook and line recreational 
fishermen, commercial fishermen, and freediving 
spearfishermen.   If data is showing a decline in fish 
stocks or even a reduction in a certain segment 
within those populations i.e. "trophy fish", then the 
regulations implemented should be shared by all 
users equitably.   
   I'm curious why these particular counties were 
chosen for this RMA and what data was used to 
make this determination.   My fear is that if this 
RMA is implemented, it will later be expanded to 
include other counties and ultimately the entire 
State.   802 



 
   Please tabulate me comment as being against RMA 
N-59 
 
     Thank you, 
 
      Grayson Shepard 
      Apalachicola, FL   

2016-02-02 
12:13:30  CJ 

DIVING, BOATING, 
OTHER 

Spearfis
hing 

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     801 

2016-02-02 
12:13:14  Patrick Green 

DIVING, 
PROTECTION FL OTHER Bay 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Any restriction on gear type used must have science to 
support it or it is legally "arbitrary and capricious." I 
am as avid a spearfisherman (scuba and freediving) as  
I am passionate about protecting the marine 
environment. In fact that is the whole reason I employ 
the most selective method of harvest, a speargun. I 
have zero by catch and zero regulatory discards. If the 
concern is that larger fish are being taken then by all 
means place a maximum size limit on fish in this area 
for all gear types or declare that species off limits 
completely. There are already enough completely 
unscientific restrictions on spearfishing that 
accomplish nothing. 

 There is no need to add another one and further 
alienate the typically most respectful user group 
from the environmental movement while proving 
the critics of the movement that think "enviros" are 
all ivory tower dwellers with no comprehension of 
the real world, exactly right. 800 

2016-02-02 
11:29:30  John Szipszky DIVING   BROWARD   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So I fully support the draft as it's written   799 

2016-02-02 
11:23:43  alex dulavitz 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER monroe 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

There is no evidence that spearfishing in general or 
while on scuba creates a meaningful negative impact 
on fish species compared to other harvesting methods 
nor is there any data or research showing a negative 
public opinion of the practice of spearfishing while 
freediving or on scuba. 
 
More so, there is a strong argument that 
spearfishermen have the best ability to be a selective 
hunter and only fish target species and size as 
opposed to hook and line. Also, you can argue that a 
scuba diver can be the most selective not having the 
"shoot or run" mentality that freedivers may have. 
 
Finally there is a significant spearfishing economy in 
Florida for the manufacturers/retailers of equipment 
and dive centers for trips. This is an unsupported, stupid, emotional decision. 798 

2016-02-02 
11:22:28    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Likely Definitely So 

Spearfishing on scuba is illegal in almost ALL other 
countries and should be in Florida and the USA  as 
well. Surprisingly the recreational scuba 
spearfishermen have much less impact than the 
commercial scuba spearfishermen. BUT both play a 
major role in overfishing of reef species in ALL Florida 
and federal water off the Florida coast.   797 

2016-02-02 
09:22:58    DIVING   OTHER 

Charlott
e Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not I Support the right to spearfish on scuba   796 

2016-02-02 
08:24:50  Laura Moran DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Spearfishing represents a very small percentage of fish 
removed from our reefs. Spearfisherrmen target fish 
that are in season and are within size limits - 
commercial and recreational fishermen are much 
more prone to killing or injuring protected species, out   795 



of season fish, and undersized fish. They are also 
prone to injuring the reef systems with their fishing 
gear. 
 
If there is scientific reason to support reduction of 
fishing in a particular area, the ban should be across 
the board and not target the group that actually 
makes the least impact on the fish population. 

2016-02-01 
21:33:52    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   MARTIN   Likely Likely Likely 

I support the ban on spearfishing while on scuba. This 
is the only part of the bill I support at this time.    794 

2016-02-01 
19:57:36  John Gillet 

DIVING, BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I support the protection of our reefs by reducing the 
beach sand deposits that seem to drown our reefs in 
sand so that tourists can enjoy sandy beaches.  I 
furthermore would like to see some action taken to 
protect our reefs from irresponsible pier fishermen 
that leave fishing line all over the reefs.  While diving I 
tend to see fishing line and sharks with hooks and lines 
lodged in their mouths. 

THIS ACTION IS BEING PROPOSED WITHOUT 
SCIENTIFIC DATA TO SUPPORT SUCH A BAN.  
Although the Recommended Management Action  
(RMA) cites many publications to support its 
proposal for banning spearfishing on scuba, the 
RMA also acknowledges that there are "Information 
Gaps."  Specifically the RMA states that, "The 
relative number of fish taken by spear versus angling 
is unknown, as is the total magnitude of fish taken 
by spear.  It is a cryptic fishery." 793 

2016-02-01 
19:20:27  marc smith 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING Florida OTHER Florida Not Sure 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

It is unjust to target one type of harvest method, and 
single it out for a ban will leaving commercial hook 
and line harvest along with recreational hook and line 
harvest untouched, Available resources should be 
available for all types and legal methods of harvest in 
equal amounts.If further restriction of resources is 
necessary  it should be done uniformly across all 
methods 

. Doubt any scientific data show a need for such a 
drastic measure 792 

2016-02-01 
16:44:33  Kamal Peters DIVING 

Spearfis
hing 
while on 
scuba 

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I hereby wish to make it known that I oppose RMA -59. 
I am an avid underwater hunter that scuba dive aprox 
52 times a year while spearfishing for the last ten 
years around Broward and Palm Beach county. It is my 
passion and love. If you really want to know what goes 
on underwater, I am your man. 
Underwater hunting does not target any one species 
over the other, or one size over the other. We jump in 
on the reef at a depth that match the weather and 
ocean conditions and drift with the current aprox 20 
to 60 feet above the bottom. At some point during the 
50 minute drift we may or may not see a legal quality 
fish we wish to shoot and have for dinner.It could be a 
15" Hog or a large Lionfish or a Red Grouper during 
open season. We are only able to shoot what is legal 
and what nature put into our view. There is absolutely 
no targeting of large trophy fishing involved. Most 
dives we get little or nothing and occasionally we 
spear a nice fish and rarely a large prize fish. 
How can I possibly target large fish or a certain species 
if I don't know where they are? We have no clue 
where or how to look for them. We can only take the 
fish that accidentally swims into our 10 to 15 foot 
speargun range. Typically the larger fish elude us and 
chasing them is usually futile. 
The sound that our bubbles make scare most fish of 
every species and size to run and hide. 
My common sense tells me that RMA -59 will not have   790 



a positive outcome on our reefs because we neither 
do not or could not target larger or specific species. 
As a side note, we do not kill any fish accidentally as 
dead or damaged throw backs. We only shoot fish that 
are legal table fare. 
All my dives are drift dive with no anchoring. We also 
pick up trash as we go. On many occasions we have 
assisted injured turtles. 
RMA -59 will negatively impact the sport resulting in 
me and my friends converting to free diving resulting 
in more deaths among divers. 
It is unfair to single out a small group to shut down 
that is a very small part of a big problem that comes 
primarily from anglers. Anglers pull up anything blindly 
and lots of it.  
If you wish to make an impact, i suggest creating an off 
season, maybe three months of no taking of any fish 
by anyone. I'm not a scientist but you could massage 
that in several different ways. Also, if you feel a certain 
species or size need protection, then put restrictions. 
We will honor the rules.  
As for the argument that others have their version of 
the RMA -59 in place, I say to you that there is a big 
difference between us and them. We Scuba hunt as a 
recreation sport not as a necessity. We do not kill to 
take to market and resell. We take only what we can 
eat. We do not participate in a commercial venture to 
rape the reefs for profit. 
Being so close and central to this issue, I invite you to 
call or meet with me to bring about real positive 
results to our reef. 
 
Kamal Peters. Cell 954-552-5260 

2016-02-01 
16:30:25  chris 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER 

indian 
river  

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

bag limits only fare way!  
 
 this discriminates , and lower tourism  dollars , fishing 
licenses etc.  
 
no take zones are extreme measures!     789 

2016-02-01 
15:59:15  paul seldes DIVING   OTHER 

Indian 
River Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

this draft has zero scientific merit or evidence to 
support it. it targets a sport and livelihood of many of 
us on the coast with no scientific proof 

as a diver, spearhunter and dive instructor/dive 
guide i find this draft to place a hardship on those of 
us who make a living via diving. Spearhunting is 
highly selective. We get to see the fish BEFORE it is 
taken and therefore we do not accidently take 
species that we should not; we do not take fish that 
are not in season and we do not take fish out of the 
size limitations. Divers tend to be highly 
environmentally oriented. 
 
I am also a project manager for Discovery Deep, an 
ocean scientific research and exploration non-profit.  
There is no question that the dive community here 
in florida will be damaged by such a proposal as you 
suggest with absolutely no science or logic behind it. 785 

2016-02-01 
14:57:05  Jose FISHING   

MIAMI-
DADE   Likely Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Spearfishing is the last of our fishery problem, look 
somewhere else. focus more into commercial fishing   784 



not recreational Spearfishing. Florida is a tourist 
destination we need recreational activities for our 
economy. 

2016-02-01 
14:34:40  Rick Abbott 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I attended last Friday's meeting in Delray and I was 
stunned at the lack of real science and hearsay floating 
about. The speaker said, "I don't dive, but I've hear 
from divers the reef is in terrible shape". NOT TRUE. I 
have been diving here off Delray for 35 years. The reef 
is THE SAME, there are more hogfish than ever, a few 
less lobster. The only real decline is water clarity from 
all the water dumping, and the near total lack of 
Baracuda. At the meeting, I felt like the presentation 
was designed for third graders, not advanced degree 
professionals (and my third grade teacher companion 
agreed). What you may not realize is that divers and 
spearfishermen actually protect the reef, if and when 
a real threat appears (like water quality). In my 
opinion, you are trying to hurt the people and future 
generations most likely to protect the reef, by some 
ignorant notion that diving and spearing hurt the reef. 
I decimate much more inadvertent by-catch while line 
fishing because I can't 'choose' what bites. In spearing, 
positive identification is done BEFORE the shot. Just 
like the speaker last Friday, if you don't dive and spear, 
you are not well qualified to design remediation's and 
bans to some PERCEIVED loss. Do you have Hogfish 
counts? Have you studied various ways to increase 
Hogfish? I know the state is aggressive on grouper and 
other species, and those programs work. They work 
WITHOUT BANNING all catches. I am very fearful for 
our state and it's sportsmen that such an uneducated 
and scientifically ignorant group such as yourselves is 
trying to destroy healthy use of our precious reefs. Use 
science, not emotion and politics. I am so disgusted 
that a group as ignorant and politically motivated as 
yours now posses the BIGGEST THREAT TO OUR REEFS. 
People will not protect what they do not know!   783 

2016-02-01 
14:32:42  Bill Trinka 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING FL 

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Absolutely No Ban on Spearfishing on Scuba without 
sufficient scientific data.   I do not support any additional restriction on 

Recreational Divers... 782 

2016-02-01 
12:35:22  Forrest Owens 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not I do not support RMA N-59 whatsoever.   

The ban of spearfishing on scuba is not the answer.  
Spearfishing is the most environmentally friendly 
means of harvesting fish.  Fish are specifically sought 
within the regulations and there is little to no bye 
catch.  Also, the promotion of spearfishing is 
important particularly on scuba as this method of 
spearfishing is vital to the harvest and control of 
lionfish which are a destructive threat to the Florida 
reef ecosystem.   781 

2016-02-01 
11:49:35    DIVING   BROWARD   Likely Likely Definitely So 

Diver safety for recreational divers is clearly a benefit 
from this ban.  Too often there are near-misses of 
spearfishermen diving the same locations as regular 
divers and I have witnessed on numerous occasions 
the potential for disaster with spears nearly hitting 
other divers. 

- I don't believe it is sporting with our technology to 
be spearing fish that by themselves have not 
developed as a species a mechanism to 
technologically evade capture.  At least there is a 
sporting chance like it was done with early skin 
divers from the 780 



2016-02-01 
11:49:11  Kirk Kilfoyle 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER 

Researc
h BROWARD   Definitely So Likely Likely 

I support some level of prohibition to ban spearfishing 
on SCUBA, but I am not sure if complete closure is the 
best way to move forward at this point. I have 
spearfished in Southeast FL for many years, mainly for 
Hogfish, Mutton Snapper, and the occasional Red 
Grouper. However, as my knowledge of how this 
practice negatively impacts populations of these and 
other target species, I have become increasingly 
hesitant to pull the trigger. Spearfishers typically tend 
to target the largest members of whatever target 
species they are placed within striking distance of. 
Groupers and Snappers take several years to reach 
sexual maturity, depending upon species, and once 
they attain a certain adult size their reproductive 
potential increases dramatically. Removing the largest 
and most fecund individuals, the brood-stock that is 
essential for maintaining population size, effectively 
handicaps that species' ability to reproduce at a 
sufficient rate to replace the number of individuals 
that are being removed by all forms of extraction 
(commercial and recreational fishing of all types).   
 
I have personally been diving in the SEFCRI region over 
1,500 times in the past 10 years. This includes both 
recreational and scientific dives. I also have been 
managing a large-scale baseline assessment of reef 
fish resources in SEFCRI for the past 4 years, going on 
5. My team and I have conducted over 2,500 fish 
surveys on hardbottom reef structure from Miami to 
Stuart during this time, and have a very good feel for 
what is there and what is not. As a blanket statement, 
I would say it is becoming increasingly uncommon to 
extremely rare to encounter many of the "desirable" 
species of any size, much less of legal size. This is more 
applicable to some species than others, but clearly the 
number of hooks and spears in the water is making 
many of these fishes increasingly scarce. Admittedly, 
there are other factors at play as well (water quality, 
habitat loss, etc.). However, this practice is certainly 
detracting from our ability to maintain sustainable 
populations of many commercially and recreationally 
important species. 
 
Spearfishing is hugely popular and economically 
beneficial to our region; and while some do not 
consider their actions in terms of impact to the 
ecosystem, many others are highly attuned to the 
issue and strive very much to do it in the most 
responsible manner they can. Banning the sport on 
SCUBA 100% will be hugely polarizing, even if it does 
result in increased numbers of target species and 
overall improvements in reef health over time. 
Perhaps banning the harvest of key species during 
certain times of the year (spawning), putting a cap on 
the maximum size of harvest for select species, or 
removing some species completely from the list of   779 



eligible target species would be sufficient to improve 
populations of these species, while still enabling the 
sport to endure in our area. Before banning it 100%, 
more options should be discussed.      
 
 
       

2016-02-01 
11:18:17  Jessica Dawson PROTECTION   OTHER Collier Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I do NOT support this draft at all.  If you want to 
protect fish and the reefs go after rod and reel fishing 
charters.  

Many more fish are damaged and or killed by rod 
and reel than spearfishing on scuba.  If anything 
spearfishing on scuba helps in conservation because 
you can SEE the fish before causing any trauma i.e. 
catching it on hook and line, fighting it, exhausting 
the poor thing, only to pull it up and realize it's too 
small. That is only if it makes it back to the boat and 
doesn't break the line. If it breaks the line you have 
a whole different story with all the fishing line 
trashing up the reefs and causing potential hazards 
to other fish, turtles, and coral. Scuba divers as a 
whole are conservationist, they realize more than 
anybody the plight of our fishing populations and 
reefs. Not to mention that the scuba community is 
small compared to fisher persons, and spearfishing 
is even smaller still in the scuba community. You 
should go after the people really damaging the 
fishing populations and leave the scuba diving 
community alone. 778 

2016-02-01 
10:33:10  Peter Graef 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER 

Indian 
river 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I've been involved in diving all my life and I've been 
involved in the industry a good portion of my life. This 
new regulation would do very little to impact the 
quality of the Roof but it would do tremendous 
economic damage to South Florida. I regularly bring 
down students and divers that are interested in spear 
fishing on scuba and do not have the ability to do it 
free diving for various reasons the idea picking on 
spear fishing in not commercials fishing seems 
ludicrous spiritually she has a very small impact 
compared to commercial fishing. In either case it 
would be wrong. We would do better in concentrating 
on the fishing boats from other areas coming into US 
waters or within three miles of US territory and fishing 
out our areas. In summation this is an extremely bad 
regulation that you are considering and if so would 
result in the loss of extremely large amount of revenue 
to the diving industry in South Florida which is already 
under enormous economic pressures.   776 

2016-02-01 
10:17:28  Wyatt Geist DIVING   BROWARD   Not Sure Likely Not Likely Not 

I do not believe that Spearfishing with Scuba is the 
reason our fish stocks are so low on the reefs.  I am all 
for making the reefs healthier, I would suggest pushing 
for stronger methods across the board including 
recreational and commercial fishing.  I would also like 
to point out that by eliminating tanks for spearfishing - 
you will actually be pushing individuals towards 
freediving and spearfishing.  This in itself doesn't seem 
like a bad plan but there will be a statistical 
ramification over a period of time. Between shallow 
water blackout and the increased propensity for   775 



freedivers being involved with boating accidents I 
believe you will find a larger mortality number in your 
waters.   
 
One of the reasons I enjoy spearfishing in FL over the 
Bahamas is my ability to use tanks.  Once this is taken 
away, I will make sure all of my spearfishing vacation 
plans will not involve FL.  Which I enjoy at least 1 week 
a year, usually in the keys or West End.   

2016-02-01 
08:11:42  Maurizio Russo DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   Definitely So Definitely So 

Definitely 
Not 

Just look at the numbers. How many spear fishermen 
are in the water every day ? Spear fishing is not easy. 
It is not like casting a line. You can spot a fish but the 
chance to spear it are less then 10%. And if is 
succeeded the spear fisherman only catch few fish at 
the time and all have to be big size. 
Therefore leave this old practice alone.   773 

2016-02-01 
07:28:08  Scott wolaver 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I spearfish for fun. Every fish in the ocean is faster than 
me and the Sharks want my dinner. To me it is a 
challenge. I usually come back with more trash and 
ropes  than fish. I also shoot lions for dinner first. Most 
of my group does the same.  
I'm not the reason there are less "trophies". Without 
spear fishing I would not visit most of the reef and 
clean it. I cannot freedive and have blacked out. The 
sport would end for me. 
Why is a reason for this ban to "increase trophy fish 
for commercial fishers"? Doesn't the reef belong to 
everyone? They make money by selling everyone's 
resource. It's called stealing. Ban commercial fishing 772 

2016-01-31 
21:28:37  John Fullmer DIVING   OTHER 

Martin 
County 
part of 
the year 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

This RMA could best be improved by throwing it out. 
There are already too many MPAs in Florida waters. 
The proposal is discriminatory against the the sport 
diver fishery. Remember that the recreational sport 
diver has the same size and bag limit as the hook and 
line fisherman, and all Florida recreational fishermen.  
Since I'm an older diver, it is also discrimination 
against senior citizens who may not be able to free 
dive to the deeper reefs any more.  I did a lot of free 
diving/spearfishing when I was in my twenties, but 
must use SCUBA now. Free diving also comes with 
problems such as shallow water black-out and 
entanglement in lines that could lead to death.  
The only advantage that the sport diver has over his 
hook and line counterpart is he can see the target.  He 
therefore doesn't take species not intended to take, or 
fish that are too small or illegal.  If you want to protect 
larger fish who may have more eggs, put a maximum 
size limit as well as a minimum size limit, but make it 
apply to all recreational fishermen to be fair.   Jack 
Fullmer  

In New Jersey, the biggest threat to fisheries is 
commercial fishing that tend to flatten old wooden 
wrecks and sand replenishment that buries shore 
wrecks, jetties, and destroys reefs and wrecks in 
borrow areas.  I would like the so-called 
conservation groups that make up the majority of 
"Our Florida Reefs" to focus on that issue instead of 
picking on minority sports.   Jack Fullmer 771 

2016-01-31 
20:16:26  CHASE TOLE 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Europe banned spearfishing on scuba and their fish 
stocks are terrible. The United States of America has 
the best and only real conservation laws in place on 
land and in the water compared to any other country 
on Earth. If we as divers and spearos let them ban 
scuba spearing then what's next? Maybe 20 years   770 



from now all fishing gets canned all together! That's 
unacceptable! They need to beef up law enforcement 
and decrease daily limits and increase minimum size 
limits so we start seeing bigger fish swimming around. 
12" is too small for any species of fish... Make law 
enforcement do their job and stop poaching and over 
harvesting!!! What do we pay taxes for if they can't 
even do that? 

2016-01-30 
15:58:37  Joe Bartoszek 

DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Brevard Likely Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not   

This RMA is too far reaching. It would alienate a 
large portion of the Diving community against "Our 
Florida  Reefs". I am not a spearfisher, however 
since I am an instructor, I do come in contact with a 
large number of spearers and respect their 
ambitions. 
 
Most of the charters are already limiting spearing by 
dropping the spearers on the deeper reefs saving 
the shallower reef for other recreational divers. 750 

2016-01-30 
11:21:23    FISHING   BROWARD   Definitely So Likely Definitely So Except for invasive species.   732 

2016-01-30 
09:24:43  Larry Peak 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Pinellas Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     730 

2016-01-30 
08:20:32    DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

Full Support as it stands. Shooting fish in a barrel is not 
sport nor is it smart fishing practices.    729 

2016-01-29 
23:32:37  Mike 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Change bag and size limits on fish. Not ban 
spearfishing on scuba. 

I've seen the most damage to reefs by people 
anchoring on the reefs to fish, or by the commercial 
industry.  Thinking that banning spearfishing on 
scuba is going to help the reefs ecosystem is just 
ridiculous.  It's really hard to get close to fish on 
scuba because the bubbles make so much noise. If 
you actually watch at the docks and see the amount 
of fish that the scuba boats bring in ,its barely any 
compared to the fishing and nothing compared to 
commercial boats. This is ridiculous.  You need to 
focus your energy on something that's actually going 
to make a difference  727 

2016-01-29 
19:26:28  Taylor Snipes 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION       

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I do not support a ban on spearfishing on SCUBA, for 
the following reasons: 
 
1) Spearfishing is THE most sustainable and selective 
form of fish harvest, period. Whether on SCUBA or 
freediving (I personally freedive), spear fishermen and 
women who obey local laws are by definition only 
taking fish of the appropriate sizes, and in their 
seasons. In every other form of fishing, a percentage 
of the fish die from the fight alone, and will not live 
even if released.  
 
2) SCUBA might make certain depths and longer 
bottom times much easier, but it also comes with its 
own set of challenges, such as stealth, the ability to 
surface as necessary, and mobility, to name a few. I 
don't believe that an experienced SCUBA diver has 
much of an edge over an equally qualified freediver. 
   726 



3) Lionfish are an alarmingly dangerous invasive 
species. Take away SCUBA spearfishing and Lionfish 
populations will soar. Fishermen do not catch these 
fish, certainly not in the numbers we need to keep the 
Lionfish populations at bay, the intent being 
*protecting our reefs*. 
 
4) Recreational spearfishermen, and sportsfishermen 
in general, are THE BIGGEST advocates of ocean and 
fisheries conservation out there. They are not the 
problem. 
 
THE REAL PROBLEM is commercial fishing, especially 
longlining. And pollution. The amount of BYCATCH 
ALONE is a far greater killer of immature and incorrect 
species than all forms of hook and line fishing 
combined.  
 
Killing spearfishing or sport fishing  in any and all forms 
is a very bad thing for the reefs. We respect 
regulations. We want healthy oceans. Period. 

2016-01-29 
11:15:36    FISHING, DIVING   MARTIN   Likely 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

 Until you can mark the edges and corners of Mpas it is 
irresponsible to except boaters to be able to tell when 
they have wandered inside of a closed area. Not 
everyone has good electronic mapping and many of 
those who do aren't very good at reading what they 
have.   722 

2016-01-28 
21:35:57  Steven Lutz 

BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   Likely Not Sure Likely 

Regarding reducing damage to coral reefs and 
seagrass beds, i suggest adjusting channel markers 
around heavily impacted areas. See 'A thousand cuts? 
... small-boat grounding damage to shallow corals of 
the Florida Keys (Lutz, 2006)': 
http://www.crcnetbase.com/doi/abs/10.1201/978142
0003796.ch2. Adjusting the markers might improve 
coral health in the heavily impacted areas and not be 
contentious with the sport-fishing and boating 
community as no one actually wants to hit the reef or 
get sand in their motors (an easy win that gets 
stakeholders on board). 

- Are parrot fish actually the target of intense fishing 
activity? If not why ban? 
- Scuba divers should not be spearfishing, give fish a 
fighting chance! Be sure to ban hookah rig to as 
that's an issue in the Bahamas (where spearfishing 
on scuba is also  720 

2016-01-28 
18:12:10  John 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Brevard Definitely So Likely Not Definitely So 

I realize this will probably be the most contentious 
RMA in the whole bunch, but I think a ban on 
spearfishing using SCUBA equipment is a natural step 
to take in protecting our reef system. It is unfortunate 
for SCUBA spearfishermen, but it will greatly relieve 
pressures on local fish population.   716 

2016-01-28 
13:51:43  Dan Sturgis 

DIVING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER 

Photogr
aphy  

PALM 
BEACH   Not Sure Likely Not Not Sure 

I do not know where the no removal fishing zones will 
be.    714 

2016-01-28 
13:11:44  Ryan 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   MARTIN   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Spear fishing on scuba is not a problem. The biggest 
problem with the reefs in Martin county is 1. 
Discharges from lake O, 2. Mismanaged dredging 
projects and the st lucie inlet. I'm a diver and I see 
damage secondary to these problems, not from scuba 
spearing. That is absurd. I support increased size limits 
within reason.   713 



2016-01-28 
11:48:58    

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Leon 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Controlling lionfish populations and waste of many 
undersized fish species which have a high mortality 
rate when released by hook and line fisherman in 
deep water. 

Scuba spearfishing is NOT the problem!!! Most 
spear-fisherman (scuba and free-divers) are extreme 
conservationists and are careful to protect our reef 
system and only harvest enough fish for a meal or 
two without waste. We LOVE our Florida reefs! Your 
focuses would be much better directed at 
controlling lionfish, not eliminating a recreational 
pastime that has been in place in Florida for many 
years and generates a lot of income for the state 
and local economies, dive shops and for many 
conservation programs. This proposal is just 
ridiculous! Also, commercial and rod and reel 
fisherman take considerably more fish from our 
Florida reefs than scuba spear-fisherman do and 
they waste MUCH more. I am strongly opposed to 
this proposal.  712 

2016-01-28 
11:25:51    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

I believe that the currently enforced regulations 
should continue to be enforced. I believe the current 
bag limits, know matter how they are harvested are 
sufficient.  

If your claims are to be taken seriously please 
provide data proving that spearfishing on scuba is 
negatively affecting the reefs ecosystem and the 
fisheries. 
 
 
By the way I free dive and realize that you are trying 
to divide and conquer the spearfishing community 711 

2016-01-28 
11:01:38  Jesse Bergeron FISHING, DIVING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

i support the enforcement of existing regulations, not 
the creation of additional regulations. 

What study was used to collect the data that this 
idea is based on. When purchasing a fishing license, 
people are not made to specify ow they will be 
collecting fish. 710 

2016-01-28 
08:32:19    DIVING       

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

There is no way to support this.  It is a discriminatory 
policy toward a particular gear type.  spearfishing is 
the least detrimental means to harvest fish, why ban 
it?      704 

2016-01-27 
23:22:40    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Banning spearfishing in amy form is too draconian a 
measure. Season, bag, and size/slot limits have been 
effective in managing many fish like snook, redfish, 
and red snapper. Banning a method, especially one 
that allows the fisherman to be selective before having 
contact with the fish is not a solution to any problem. 
It will only assuage those who believe that no animal 
should be harvested.    700 

2016-01-27 
21:24:06    DIVING   BROWARD   Not Sure 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Spearfishing on scuba should be permitted by 
regulating catch and size limits. No take zones would 
have to be equally applied to all especially fishing.    696 

2016-01-27 
21:03:18  Hunter Winfrey DIVING   OTHER Fayette Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I am a career diver and have run recreation trips and 
brought many paying clients to the waters of Florida. 
Many proposed actions are noted as a good thing but 
the issue keeping scuba divers from being able to 
spearfish is just another misunderstood action to the 
real cause. I am an avid spear fisher and tell you that 
I've heard it all on the pros and cons.  I do both free 
dive and scuba spearfish.  Spearfishing has very little 
impact on total harvest from Florida waters.  You are 
targeting the very thing that brings many divers to 
your waters.   692 

2016-01-27 
19:14:43    DIVING   BROWARD   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     686 



2016-01-27 
18:55:15  Andre Rodriguez 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER 

Preserv
ation OTHER Orange 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

1. Increased size limits of fish. (example Hogfish now 
12" raise to 16"} then more fish can have a chance to 
grow same for lobster raise the limit to 4" min for the 
caraspace with a 4 lobster limit.  
2. limit certain fish to a few months instead of being 
open all year long. 
 

If the Ban is only to SCUBA divers people will just 
take a free diving class and they still will spearfish. 
Some people wont get free diving certified and more 
human deaths will occur.  685 

2016-01-27 
18:33:07    FISHING, BOATING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Spearfishing on SCUBA or freediving has the same limit 
and size restrictions. It is naive to think banning one 
method will be beneficial. Regulate by bag limits 
and/or size limits +/- seasonal closures. Reducing bag 
or boat limits will have a much more profound effect 
without the negative economical effect of targeting 
spear fishermen.    683 

2016-01-27 
18:31:35  Pat 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   MARTIN   Likely Not Sure Not Sure 

The live mounts should be allowed as long as the fish 
are released safely. Registration of fishing gear would 
likely decrease the amount fishing and tourism 
generated revenue. The ban on scuba diving 
spearfishing for recreational divers doesn't seem like a 
solution to anything. A ban on commercial 
spearfishing would provided a better fishery for 
recreational divers. I highly agree with the bag limit 
reduction of lobsters during mini season. Education in 
public schools as far as management, pollution, reed 
building and overall awareness of the ocean and its 
inhabitants would do the entire state some good as 
well as a huge help to the ocean. Perhaps a small 
percentage of commercial fishing tax as well as a 
percentage of the fee for a fishing listener in Florida 
could go to building new coral reefs and furthering the 
artificial reef programs. I larger size limit as well as 
smaller bag limit for all recreational and commercial 
species would be a great help to our fisheries   682 

2016-01-27 
17:54:09  Jerome Israel 

FISHING, DIVING, 
OTHER 

Photogr
aphy BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Spear fisherman can't possibly account for a low 
number of sports fish on reefs. The constant 
hammering of our reefs by fishermen in private , 
commercial, and drift boats are the real problem. 
Some helpful steps:  increase size and take limits on 
fish like hogfish and snappers. I see too many 12" 
hogfish taken. Ban fisherman on the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
reefs. Create a few sanctuaries in counties bordering 
the ocean.    681 

2016-01-27 
17:32:05    

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   MARTIN   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

This is definitely needed as divers both scuba and free 
divers often come under our boats as we are fishing 
and spear the fish we are trying to catch.  Also there is 
the safety factor boats and divers don't mix.   680 

2016-01-27 
17:14:01  mark wilson 

DIVING, BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Monroe Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

 
My answers to the above are specifically based on the 
inclusion of N-59 in the RMA.  I think there are a lot of 
other good ideas within the overall RMA N146, but N-
59 is NOT one of them - please see additional 
comments below. 

Response to Banning spearfishing on SCUBA (N-59) 
 
Spearfishing is the most selective method for 
harvesting fish with very little by-catch and minimal 
impact to the reef. Studies indicate that all types of 
spearfishing account for less than one percent of the 
total harvest of all fish.  
 
Spearfishing on SCUBA is difficult given its noise 676 



versus the stealth aspect of free-diving.  And the 
depth of a dive is not a very good argument either 
since free-divers easily descend anywhere from 60 
feet (level I training) to below 100 feet (level II 
training). 
 
Presently the only study to indicate spearfishing on 
SCUBA versus free-diving will improve the impact on 
reef fish is a Pacific Ocean "commercial spearfishing" 
based review. (lindfield, et al).  However, this study 
was done in a region that had no limits or 
regulations, divers were spearing sleeping fish at 
night.  Additionally, another study (Frisch, et al) 
recommends that fishery mangers adjust their 
controls by establishing size limits and catch limits 
versus prohibiting spearfishing altogether. 

2016-01-27 
13:45:54  Justin FISHING, DIVING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

This proposal has no basis whatsoever. First, what 
evidence is there that spearfishermen, scuba or 
freediver are a significant detriment to the fish 
stock? When a fishing license is purchased, there is 
no record of how the fish are taken. In my 20 years 
of diving and fishing, I have been interviewed only 
once by a survey. With that being said, it should be 
obvious that there are far fewer spear hunters than 
hook and line fishermen.   
 
There is a misconception that scuba hunters come 
up with hundreds of fish and are decimating the 
livestock. In reality, they have the same recreational 
limits as freedivers or hook'n liners even. Not only 
the same limits, but they actually have a time 
handicap. Hook n liners can stay out all day till they 
catch every single thing they could possibly catch, 
whereas a scuba hunter is limited to a couple tanks 
usually, and whatever safety limits they have set for 
themselves. It is not uncommon for a scuba hunter 
to skunk out and call it a day with absolutely 
nothing. 668 

2016-01-27 
10:56:56  Drew H 

DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER 

Columbi
a Definitely So Likely Definitely So 

I am in full support of a ban on spearfishing while on 
SCUBA.  Especially in this area.  In my opinion, this is 
the most important RMA. 

Spearfishing on SCUBA is far from sustainable, 
especially in south Florida which is frequented by 
careless, uneducated tourists that shoot anything.  I 
have personally witnessed professional Divemasters 
shooting hogfish while guiding customers, and as a 
result one customer shot one himself that was far 
too small.  It was left to die.   663 

2016-01-27 
10:52:20  David Austermann 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I cannot support this in any way. I am a new diver who 
is just getting started and with me and future divers 
looking for a different challenge other than line fishing 
this would decrease the interest level.   662 

2016-01-27 
10:37:49  Walker Dawson 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER Scuba OTHER Brevard Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Additional research and data collection specific to SE 
Florida reefs and the impacts associated with 
spearfishing on the fisheries population. 
 
I'm all for objective conclusions drawn from reliable 
data and analysis specific to the area in question.   661 



2016-01-27 
10:29:26  Brad Martin 

DIVING, BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER 

Spearfis
her 

PALM 
BEACH   Definitely So Not Sure Likely 

Ban spearguns with any trigger mechanism.  
Allow Hawaiian slings and pole spears on SCUBA.  
Eliminate most species from legal spearing except 
lionfish.  
Return some species to legal spearing after recovery.  

Rationale: 
Pole spears and Hawaiian slings are more difficult to 
use successfully.  
Enforcement is impossible if fish can be speared 
while freediving, if lionfish are still allowed on 
SCUBA.   
Selective species and seasons are normal with 
rod/reel fishing so this would make it similar to that 
those restrictions.  
There are now enough lionfish, and they are easy 
enough to take with a pole spear, that it is worth 
going out just for them. Trust me on that.  
Prohibiting all spearing on SCUBA is likely to backfire 
legislatively on lionfish removal efforts.  660 

2016-01-27 
10:26:36    DIVING   OTHER   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not For you assholes to fucking kill yourselves  

All you ever do is fuck things up worse than it was 
before you started just fucking quit 659 

2016-01-27 
10:18:39    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

There is no statistical evidence presented regarding 
the average annual catch from these areas by SCUBA 
divers, and contrasted with other fishing methods.  It 
is likely the total catch is very small when compared to 
commercial or recreational hook & line fishermen.  
Why specifically target SCUBA and not free divers, or 
other fishing methods (particularly commercial)?  
Spearfishing in general is the most sustainable and 
targeted fishing method in existence (zero by-catch, 
and limited within the recreational fish limits and 
seasons).  There appears to be another motive to this 
proposal.   658 

2016-01-27 
08:57:42  John Whchard 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   OTHER 

Pitt 
County, 
North 
Carolina Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

A ban on spearfishing while on SCUBA would be 
detrimental to the economy as well as to the reef 
system. I am a spearfisherman and regularly visit the 
area to fish. On my trips I must book a charter, pay for 
a hotel room, purchase meals and equipment, and 
lastly obtain a fishing license. All these items flow into 
the local economy, whether through support of local 
businesses or through taxation of my purchases. Loss 
of this revenue will impact the economy of the region. 
While protecting the reef system is laudable at what 
cost is it worth the effort?  
Spearfishing in itself is one of, if not the most, 
selective and least impactful methods of fishing. 
Species are selectively targeted, bycatch is almost 
eliminated and much of  the damage to the 
environment is eliminated. Visit a reef where bottom 
fishing occurs versus a reef where spearfishing occurs 
and the impact to the reef is noticeable. The lead and 
monofilament alone lost in traditional bottom fishing 
causes much more damage than spearfishermen will 
ever do.  
I humbly ask that the proposal to prohibit spearfishing 
in the area be removed from consideration.    657 

2016-01-27 
08:53:31  Tarek El-Kolalli  DIVING   BROWARD   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I support some of the other aspects of protecting our 
reefs but banning spearfishing on scuba has minimal 
impact.  Spearfishing is selective and as long as we're 
following FWC fishing regulations there is less impact Exclude this from the reef protection plan.  656 



to fish populations then commercial or even 
recreational line or net fishing 

2016-01-27 
08:50:03    

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   MARTIN   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     655 

2016-01-27 
08:17:03  Corey Akers 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   Likely Not Likely Likely 

No limits on lionfish, stricter limits on other fish and 
crustaceans,  more protected species, shorter hunting 
seasons, more penalties and limits, especially for 
commercial fishing. BAN COMMERCIAL MARINE LIFE 
COLLECTING!! I used to work as one. They ARE 
DESTROYING THE REEF. ILLEGAL CHEMICAL USE. 
FLIPPING CORAL HEADS,  DAMAGING REEF. ITS 
UNSUSTAINABLE    654 

2016-01-27 
05:45:00  Rick Fuller 

DIVING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

I support a ban on all harvesting while on scuba, not 
just spearfishing, lobster harvesting also   653 

2016-01-27 
01:07:21  Rachel Plunkett 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER 

Freedivi
ng and 
Spearfis
hing  

PALM 
BEACH   Definitely So Likely Definitely So     650 

2016-01-26 
20:04:52  Thomas  DIVING   OTHER 

Hillsbor
ough  Not Sure 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

 While I agree we need to protect the reefs and 
ecosystems of our Florida waters, banning spearfishing 
buy scuba diving will only increase the risk to 
sportsmen and increase poaching.  If you really want 
to make a difference lower the commercial limits and 
bring back red snapper season. The waters are 
absolutely filled with red snappers and they eat 
everything in sight. The current short season and small 
bag limit of red snapper is the biggest joke to anyone 
who knows what they are doing under the water. 
Every dive site has hundreds of red snapper.   649 

2016-01-26 
19:56:33  David G Pearo DIVING   OTHER St Lucie Likely Likely Likely 

I will support nearly anything that will help to protect 
the amazing gift that our South Florida Reefs are.   648 

2016-01-26 
19:52:38  James Reep DIVING   BROWARD   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not It needs to allow for spear fishing of invasive species.   647 

2016-01-26 
19:42:30  Chris McKenna DIVING, BOATING   

MIAMI-
DADE   Not Sure Likely Not Likely Not     646 

2016-01-26 
19:34:11  Jeff Cook 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Banning spear fishing is not the answer to protecting 
our reefs, the impact of spearfishing is incredibly small 
in comparison to the damage that is being caused by 
other means.  spearfishing is the number one predator 
against the lion fish that is one of the biggest threats 
to the reef.  I understand you will still allow lion fish to 
be harvested by scuba; but the truth is the majority of 
lion fish are targeted by spear fishermen and if they 
cant spear the other fish they will not be diving here to 
kill the lion fish.  The damage caused to the reef by the 
beach re-nourishment projects that destroyed the reef 
in Delray, Boca, Deerfield and now Lauderdale by the 
Sea are much more invasive then the spear-fishermen 
to the life of the reef.  The amount of fish harvested by 
the commercial fishermen is infinitely higher then the 
amount of fish taken by the recreational spear-
fishermen.  The amount of fish taken by hook and line 
is much higher and the mortality rate of undersized, 
out of season fish and non sporting species is much 
higher then that of a fish harvested by spear.  I feel 
this is a proposition that has no effect on the overall   645 



life of the reef in comparison to really doing something 
that will help the reef, for example banning dredging, 
regulating commercial fishing.  Banning Spear fishing 
on scuba is more of a band aid or political fix to make 
it appear like you are fixing the problem.  The problem 
is not spear fishing on Scuba the problem runs much 
deeper then that, Spear fishing is a minimally invasive 
issue on the reef, in comparison to the commercial 
dredging, Beach re-nourishment, discarded Fishing 
Line from hook and line fishermen, as well as anchors 
on the reef.    

2016-01-26 
18:40:57  Mark Walsh 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Redirect the discharge of lake okeechobee! Open a 
season on Jewfish!    644 

2016-01-26 
17:21:39  Florentina Ross DIVING   OTHER 

Indian 
River 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     643 

2016-01-26 
16:45:24    FISHING   OTHER 

Brevard 
and 
Indian 
River 
counties Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Look at total takes to fisheries.  Spearfishing, both free 
diving and scuba, are a much smaller portion of total 
catches.  This is a policy meant to impact a small group 
of people while ignoring the larger issue of hook line 
(recreational and commercial) and spearfishing 
(recreational and commercial) as a total impact.  This 
kind nibble because it is easy while cowering from the 
real problem only alienates people who might support 
causes that actually benefit the fishery.   642 

2016-01-26 
13:44:51    OTHER 

Free 
dive 
spearfis
hing 

PALM 
BEACH   Definitely So Not Sure Definitely So 

I truly believe as a biologist closing all scuba 
diving/spearfishing will have more of a detrimental 
impact on the economy.  People enjoy the sport and 
would boycott traveling to Florida because of it. 
Putting severe harvest restrictions on both commercial 
and recreational is the only solution.  Closures on peak 
breeding periods should also be enforced.  These fish 
are more vulnerable as you know at these times.  This 
will insure a better population for the future on every 
species.  It's a win win situation.  I hope this strategy is 
implemented.  It will not only keep the majority scuba 
guys and girls happy increasing our economy but also 
increasing our fish stocks.   

Ever thought about alternate fish close seasons.  
Where an entire fish species such as mutton snapper 
is removed from fishing pressure for an entire year? 
It's worked in the past.  Snook and Goliath grouper 
are a perfect example 641 

2016-01-26 
10:19:16    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     635 

2016-01-26 
07:39:41    DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So     631 

2016-01-26 
07:38:13    DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So     630 

2016-01-26 
07:38:01  Albina OTHER 

snorkeli
ng OTHER Brevard Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So     629 

2016-01-25 
23:27:02  Gary West DIVING   OTHER 

Indian 
River Definitely So Likely Definitely So Stopping spear fishing on the reefs   628 

2016-01-25 
21:28:08    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER DUVAL Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     627 

2016-01-25 
20:01:35    

DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER St lucie Not Sure Not Sure Not Sure More detail on the need and the expected results.   626 



2016-01-25 
20:00:26    

DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER St. Lucie Not Sure Not Sure Not Sure More detail on the need and the expected results   625 

2016-01-25 
18:07:49    DIVING   OTHER 

Indian 
River 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     624 

2016-01-25 
16:30:23  Nick Hendershot 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER 

Seminol
e 

Definitely 
Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I full full-heartedly disagree with your initiative to ban 
the use of scuba equipment for spearfishing. Firstly, 
the impact divers have on reef systems is minimal 
compared to that of the weekend recreational boaters 
or the novice snorkelers on shallow water reef 
systems. Secondly Scuba divers actually have positive 
impacts on reef systems by eliminating evasive species 
and through conservation efforts.  
 
There a far better methods to conserving reef systems 
than a ban on spearfishing. You could implement more 
artificial reef material to attract more species of fish, 
limit boat anchoring.    622 

2016-01-25 
15:12:01  Chris bryan DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I do not support any extra restrictions that do not 
apply to those fishing the Florida reefs. The daily bag 
limits are in place to protect the reefs and maintain 
them and should be enforced. Limiting the practice of 
spear fishing while on scuba will not do anything for 
the reef as those who spearfish are supposed to be 
following the same rules as those who fish. 

Much of the reefs in south Florida are in depths 
greater than the average free diver can reach and 
there fore this proposed ban will effectively make it 
illegal for average citizens to engage in spearfishing 
activities. Furthermore, many of the dive related 
shops will be hurt as much of their business comes 
from those spearing fish while on dive trips.  
 
As long as a diver is responsible and following the  
state imposed bag limits they should be allowed the 
same access to our natural resources as those who 
fish from above water. Any change to the law should 
focus on how to enforce the current regulations if 
there is a feeling that they are being abused. 621 

2016-01-24 
20:51:19    FISHING, DIVING   OTHER Pinellas 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     620 

2016-01-23 
09:49:39  Craig Wood DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

I am an avid scuba diver. More than 4 years ago, my 
wife and I bought a townhouse in Hypoluxo to enjoy 
the fabulous diving in SE Florida. I am in favor of 
prohibiting taking of fish by spear gun by scuba divers. 
Most world class diving areas have a similar 
prohibition (Florida Keys, Cayman Islands, Cozumel, 
Bonaire...) I would allow spear fishing by free divers, 
but would consider the use of pole spears only. 
Though not part of the provision, I would also favor 
much more stringent control of the take of lobster. 
Perhaps if the MPAs were put in place, lobster hunting 
could also be prohibited   618 

2016-01-22 
18:42:48  Bill sander 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Sport divers have no impact spearfishing on the 
environment. Put commercial fishing farther away. 
Reduce pollution in the water   617 

2016-01-22 
11:25:24    DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

No discrimination on gear types.  Spearfishing is the 
most environmentally sound means to harvest fish.  It 
makes no sense to allow commercial fishing and 
outlaw recreational scuba fishing.    612 

2016-01-21 
14:45:56  Gabriel Arrington 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION Florida  

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not I support scuba divers being able to spearfish ! 

My family and I have been spear fishing while scuba 
diving off the coast of Jupiter Florida for over 30 
years , we have never seen a decline in any of the 
fish populations until the  Goliath  grouper made 611 



such a crazy come back. 
Instead of messing with us scuba divers why don't 
y'all start looking at what's causing the real problem 
!?! 

2016-01-21 
14:38:49  Gabriel Arrington  

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

There is 100% no reason to STOP spear fishing for 
people using scuba gear. 

My family and I have spear fished south Florida 
while scuba diving for over 30 years , we have never 
noticed a decline in any species until the Golitha 
grouper started to rebound. 
 
Instead of taking away from a group of people who 
love and respect the ocean why don't you look at 
what the problem really is !?! 
 
If it wasn't for people scuba divers spearing lion fish 
they would be a way bigger problem then they 
already are as well. 
 
Leave us divers ALONE PLEASE ! 610 

2016-01-21 
12:31:48  Donald Grondzik 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I support being able to spearfish on SCUBA. Not 
everyone can free dive well enough to spearfish.   609 

2016-01-21 
10:33:28  Robert Arrington 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I have been spearfishing all my life, both free diving 
and with scuba gear. I don't feel a ban on spearfishing 
will help anything. Spearfishing is the only method I 
can think of that has no bi catch. That means the only 
fish harvested are the fish you want. If you want to 
help the coral reefs, address the polluted waters 
streaming out of the inlets, but don't try to take away 
our rights as law abiding citizens, doing what we love!    608 

2016-01-20 
14:30:19  DD Halpern PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So   

My comment is sort of tangential to this initiative. Is 
it possible to restrict spearfishing by snorkelers? 
 
On numerous occasions I've encountered snorkelers 
with spears at the Singer Island man-made ocean 
reef. Given the high volume of swimmers/snorkelers 
in this location I don't think it's safe to allow 
spearfishing so close to shore. Personally, I don't feel 
safe being in the water with someone carrying a 
spear, because of the danger of getting hit with a 
spear or that they may "excite" the sharks with their 
speared catch. I snorkel there often and I'm totally 
ok with the sharks, but not with ok the guys with 
spears.  
 
I've also seen spearfishermen at the Coral Cove 
ocean-side reef on Jupiter Island. Same issue as 
above. 
 
The presence of spearfishing at these locations 
presents a potential hazard to humans and the 
species the fishermen are seeking. I think 
spearfishing should be banned at near-shore reef 
areas - especially these which are lifeguarded and 
attract families and tourists. 607 



 
Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

2016-01-20 
09:17:47  Eric DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Spearfishing on scuba is the best way to control 
fishing. we know what we are shooting before we take 
a shot. if you want to tell us what not to shoot, then 
fine. Don't just say no spearfishing while on scuba. 
What about the Lionfish??????? I mostly shoot 
Lionfish anymore and you can't tell me that's hurting 
the reef! That's helping the reef.    606 

2016-01-19 
22:24:42  todd schoppe DIVING   MARTIN   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

stronger proponents of venting fish, more opponents 
of commercial fishing   605 

2016-01-19 
17:20:40    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   MARTIN   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     604 

2016-01-19 
15:33:42    

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   Likely Not Likely Not Likely Not 

Me being a free diver have never been fond of scuba 
diving.  Just never appealed to me.  But if you ban 
spearing on scuba not only is it going to take away 
from the diving industry but from south floridas tourist 
economy.  If Scuba spearing is banned people will start 
free diving more.  With the evolution of free diving, 
divers are now reaching the same depth as scuba 
divers.  So if spearing on tanks is going to be banned 
then spearing fishing in general should be banned.  
Good luck with that!!!!   603 

2016-01-19 
14:55:29    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   Likely Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not     602 

2016-01-18 
22:32:41    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     600 

2016-01-18 
15:04:49    

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD St Johns 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Stricter limits on commercially caught fish will have a 
larger impact on the ecosystem rather than tighter 
regulations on the much smaller recreational sector.   599 

2016-01-17 
12:43:43    FISHING, BOATING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

I am against any additional regulations that restrict 
divers or fishermen.  598 

2016-01-16 
01:36:40  Mike Perun Jr 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Stop Ocean run off from Sewers  
Stop Out Fall from effluent into oceans 
enforce current laws  

This proposed legislation will just increase Lion Fish 
overtaking the reef eco system  596 

2016-01-15 
21:00:35    DIVING   OTHER   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Why Spearfishing on scuba? Why not scuba entirely? 
You sound like elitist freedive schmucks!   595 

2016-01-15 
18:27:42  Gerry Harrington  FISHING, DIVING   MARTIN   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

This is one of the most outrageous recommendations I 
have ever read. The ability to remain under water 
allows us the ability to to take our time to identify the 
correct sprices of fish being hunted and just as 
important clearly establish the size is within 
regulation. Taking away the ability to use scuba also 
greatly reduces areas to be hunted. All you are doing is 
putting more pressure on the shallow reefs be most 
people can't dive 50,60 or 70+ feet. If you are looking 
to discriminating against those with disabilities or age 
than congratulations you are on tract to do just that. 
As a spearfisherman I pick and choose carefully the 
fish I hunt and therefore there is no other fish harmed. 
Unlike sea level fisherman I know exactly what I'm 
targeting so no by catch results.    594 



2016-01-15 
13:54:52    BOATING   BROWARD   Likely Likely Likely     593 

2016-01-15 
12:49:52    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I support increasing the size of fish that we are 
allowed to keep.   This will ensure that the fish will 
have more time to breed before the possibility of 
being harvested.  If people are concerned about 
catching bigger fish, then this would be a win win for 
all.  The grouper size limits have proven that increasing 
them works.   
 
I also think that poaching is a big issue, and the 
environmental problems coming from land based 
activities are causing much more troubles than the 
folks who buy the fishing licenses that fund the 
conservation efforts. (don't bite the hand that feeds)   591 

2016-01-15 
12:09:51  Lance Ignatowicz DIVING   OTHER 

hillsbor
ough 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Scuba or freediving does not deplete our resources.  
Stupid goverment policies do. 
 
Floirda protected the goliath grouper and now they 
are everywhere eating everything and destroying fish 
populations.  If your lookong for the real problem, lool 
in the mirror   590 

2016-01-15 
05:59:13    DIVING     

Okaloos
a Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     588 

2016-01-15 
01:28:40  Bill Parks 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Definitely So Definitely So Likely 

We need to talk.  I was a commercial diver fisher in 
Palm Beach County for 30 years, was a member of the 
team that got goliath grouper protected, fish traps 
banned in Federal waters, tropical fish collecting 
managed, rebreathers banned for spearfishing and 
numerous other projects.  You need to emphasize the 
poaching problem with goliath grouper, the near total 
removal of all legal sized grouper in dive able depths, 
the special bathymetry of the area, the uniqueness of 
this region due to converging ocean currents and the 
species of fish that gather here to spawn etc.  I've 
been a more or less quiet advocate of exactly what 
you're trying to do for quite some time as I've watched 
the reef fish stocks collapse, leaving us with a situation 
where divers will chase down the last grouper on a 
wreck, regardless of size, shoot it and think they've hit 
a bonanza.  I want to review your arguments that 
you're planning to put forth to the FWC and the 
SAFMC.  My gut feeling is that right now you don't 
have enough to be successful in the face of the 
opposition.  I have a fair bit of experience in such 
matters dating from the present back to 1989 and 
given the opposition you're going to face I would like 
to try to help you craft a convincing enough argument.  
Make sure you don't get sidelined by the argument 
that "all we need is better enforcement".  The 
opposition will try that tactic and you must be ready to 
counter it effectively.  Also, you need to review the 
comments on the spear board forum at 
http://spearboard.com/showthread.php?t=187059.  I 
know a number of these people and feel you need to   587 



know about them, too.  Call me at (561)-315-6999.  
Thanks, Bill 

2016-01-14 
11:53:17  frank schmidt 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   Likely Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Currently, Fishing and diving regulations are the same. 
I understand the removal of torphy fish by spear 
fishing people may be potentially harmful. However 
spear fishing people can be selective...fishing people 
can not. Fish caught on hook and line have only 50% 
chance of survial when fought to surface and released. 
Divers rarely would shoot small fish. 
Goal accomplishment could better be done by putting 
spear fishing regulation in effect to limit taking larger 
throphy fish by spear. These regulations could be 
different from fishing regulations. 
 
PS extend another large egg producer and limit lobster 
size to 5 pounds or certain lenght.....meaning large 
lobster must  be returned to the ocean. Wouldn't it be 
cool to see large fish and lobster roaming our waters 
again......   586 

2016-01-13 
10:30:28  Greg DIVING   OTHER 

Manate
e 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not Delete this ridiculous RMA 

SCUBA spearfishing is the most responsible form of 
fishing with 0 bye-catch.  The bag limits in place 
protect the reef. Method of catch has no bearing on 
protection of reef.   
SCUBA Divers and Spearfisherman do more good 
than harm by cleaning the garbage left on the 
bottom from Commercial and Hook and Line 
fisherman. 584 

2016-01-13 
08:53:47    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   BROWARD   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

Spearfishing generates license revenue, unlike 
regular divers. Enforcement of your new regulations 
would be funded by the very people you are trying 
to ban. If spearfishing is banned, where will the FWC 
revenue come from? Are you proposing a diving fee, 
similar to the ones in Cozumel and Bonaire? 583 

2016-01-13 
06:54:00  Groppi Massimilian  DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     582 

2016-01-12 
19:31:54  Bob Riddle DIVING, OTHER 

Spearfis
hing OTHER Duval 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

The draft should be abandoned altogether. 
 
Before even thinking about imposing such a draconian 
limitation, there needs to be significant REAL objective 
research done that proves that scuba spearfishing is 
actually more damaging than other takers of fish.  That 
would include commercial and recreational fishing, 
breath-hold free-dive spearfishing, lionfish and other 
invasive predators, etc.    
 

This seems to be more of a vendetta effort by some 
who have an imaginary, unrealistic perception of 
scuba spearfishing.   When done responsibly  - and 
as a long time diver with over 1,000 dives I can say 
that nearly all I've ever seen IS done responsibly, it's 
the most humane way to take fish to eat.   Or is this 
just part of an attempt to outlaw salt water fish 
consumption alogether? 
 
Unlike the nets and drags of most commercial 
fishing, scuba-based spearfishing does not destroy 
large amounts of live bottom as collateral damage. 
Unlike line fishing, scuba spearfishermen have the 
loiter time and ability to identify potential target fish 
both as a legal species and as being of a legal size; 
meaning there is a lower percentage of illegal or 
undesired fish killed either by being dragged from 
depths to the surface or by outright damage from 
nets or hooks.  There is no risk of inadvertent non-
target fish being injured or killed or  due to 
swallowing them or being hooked through vital body 581 



parts. 
 
For those who imagine that scuba spearfishermen 
simply run wild and kill everything in sight, please 
understand that fish are generally not stupid and 
can swim orders of magnitude faster than scuba 
fishermen; who because of equipment drag are far 
slower than free-diving spearfishermen.   Many 
times the fish simply move off from the diver's 
immediate vicinity and wait until the divers are 
gone. 

2016-01-12 
16:23:35  Sheri Daye DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Instead of banning scuba, fisheries should be managed 
by applying the right size and quantity limits to each 
species.  Also, more effort should be put into 
enforcement .  I feel that banning scuba is a 
completely misdirected approach.  Again, if there is a 
problem, then implement stricter guidelines on 
size/amount -- don't start targeting certain methods or 
take over others.  FYI....I am a freediver, so not just 
saying this because I scuba dive.   580 

2016-01-12 
13:30:32    DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not Decrease all commercial harvest only!   579 

2016-01-12 
07:25:03  Adam beausoleil  

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   MARTIN   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Stop dumping the runoff from lake  Okeechobee into 
the ocean. Go take a dive in pecks lake out of st lucie 
inlet where the majority of the runoff enters the ocean 
and spearfishing is prohibited there is no reef life left 
and barley any fish hanging around. So for you to think 
banning spearfishing on scuba is going to make a 
difference your crazy!!   578 

2016-01-11 
21:23:26    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Monroe Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Scuba spearing and free dive spearing are not the 
cause of any measured or measurable degradation.  
They adhere to the same catch limits as hook-and-line 
fishermen without the by-catch or incidental pollution.  
Reef life protection is most drastically affected by 
pollution runoff.  The reefs are not dying because a 
legal limit of hogfish have been speared.  They 
reproduce and the limits apply to all takers.  The reef 
is dying from water quality.  I never understand why 
there are cries to change this, that and the other 
about public access to water and the reefs but no one 
does anything about Big Sugar and the nitrogen death 
it emits.   577 

2016-01-11 
19:53:54  Tim Meehle 

DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER 

Seminol
e 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Banning spear fishing on scuba gear will not provide a 
positive change to the health of the coral reefs, in fact, 
quite the opposite.  
 
Lion fish are an invasive species destroying our reefs. 
there is no better management tool than a scuba diver 
with a spear gun to eliminate this very real threat.  
 
From a sporting standpoint, spear fishing on scuba is a 
very precise sport. the diver is well aware of exactly 
what he is spearing, unlike any other form of fishing, 
especially surface based fishing.  
 
Is every spear fisherman perfect? No. I have recovered   576 



many a lost spear while diving, along with tons of 
other trash. Is there room for improvement with 
training, licensing, bag limits and the like? Indeed.  
 
But an outright ban on the sport will have a negative 
and costly effect on our coral reefs, our local economy, 
our small businesses, our friends, and our neighbors.  
 
I urge you to drop this proposal as quickly as possible.  

2016-01-11 
16:46:43  Steven Reighn 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER 

Saint 
Lucie 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Scuba and spear fishing have become my favorite past 
time. I only harvest 1 to 2 fish per month and that is 
with diving once a week. Taking that away from me 
would be devastating to me. I grow some of my own 
food. When I can combine that with a fish I have 
taken, the  feeling of gratitude  is overwhelming. 
Please don't take spear fishing with scuba away from 
me.  
Thanks 
Steven Reighn   575 

2016-01-11 
16:03:41  Gary Rosenberger 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION       Definitely So   Definitely So 

I fervently support the no-take zones in Southern 
Florida. As a scuba diver I see firsthand how stressed 
out ocean life is, so invisibly, to people on land. It's a 
true genocide that is taking place. 
 
I also support a ban on spearfishing and lobstering. 
Not just because I believe sea life has been decimated 
but for safety reasons.  
 
When spear fisher people bring up their catch, they 
endanger themselves and those around them with the 
potential for shark attacks, which has happened in 
Florida waters. 
 
I would also support that all boaters have devices that 
can warn manatees of their approach. The number of 
propellor scars that I see on manatees in Miami 
Beach's Indian Creek alone is absolutely 
heartbreaking.  

  574 

2016-01-11 
15:29:34    

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

As an Environmental Science Graduate from Eckerd 
College and Scuba Instructor. I do not support the 
banning of Scuba Spearfishing in General. I do not 
think it would be conducive to further protecting our 
reefs.  I do however see much promise in creating 
multiple new preserve areas that would not allow 
fishing of any type.    573 

2016-01-11 
15:00:56  Steve Simpson 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Not Sure Likely Not Definitely So 

I support spearfishing on scuba, I am against shark 
feeding    572 

2016-01-11 
13:44:42  Annette  

DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Osceola  

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Spearfisherman especially on scuba has the most 
respect for the reefs. Go after the bigger fisheries for 
destroying what they don't see not the ones who do 
see   571 

2016-01-11 
13:31:59  Sal benz 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING     

Port St 
Lucie 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     570 



2016-01-11 
13:15:12  Bill Grace DIVING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not This action is totally unnecessary. 

I have been diving the Florida reefs for 16 years.  
Some observations: 
 
The number of spearfisher men is a tiny percentage 
of scuba divers,  Their impact on the reef is minimal. 
Spear fisherman are some of the most reef 
conscious divers that I have seen. We need a healthy 
reef.   
Spear fishermen only take what they will consume, 
there is no "catch and release" 
 
The reef damage I have seen is from boats. For 
example: anchors (including chain and line) 
monofilament fishing line, metal can, plastic bottles 
, glass beer bottles  and  other garbage. 569 

2016-01-11 
12:51:41  Anthony Segrich 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Spearfishing is actually a highly sustainable form of 
fishing that is far less destructive to the health of the 
reefs.  Most spearfisherman are great stewards of the 
reefs and their resources. 
 
Ban anchoring on reefs -- there is so much damage 
caused by this year in year out 
 
Ban the large ships and barges from traveling over the 
shallow reefs -- There have been several very 
destructive incidents in the past 5 years 
 
The biggest killer of our shallow reefs is the huge 
amount of fresh water run off forced out of the middle 
of the state.   The water is polluted and full of 
chemicals.   So much so it was causing flesh eating 
bacteria to grow in the shallows.  Several people were 
injured.  It absolutely decimates the local shallow reefs 
and intracoastal waterways. 

  567 
2016-01-11 
11:14:22    DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So     566 

2016-01-11 
08:57:46  Ken Lacasse 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER 

Spearfis
hing OTHER Marion 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I support the existing laws and fishery management 
and only would support more diligent enforcement in 
these and all areas of the State of Florida.   

Banning user groups, especially those who harvest 
fish with the least bycatch as in any kind of 
spearfishing would be a move in the wrong 
direction. Doing so would only shift harvest methods 
to those with less selective methods increasing 
bycatch and release mortality.   
 
Banning scuba or any method of spearfishing is not 
proven to increase fish populations in any country 
that has enacted such regulations. It is only through 
proper harvest management and enforcement that 
the health of our fishery can be maintained. This has 
been proven in several reef species in the Gulf of 
Mexico as with the rapid recovery of Gag grouper 
and American Red Snapper.  
 
Banning user groups by exclusionary fishing 
regulations is a feeble attempt to fix a problem 
created by lack of enforcement of current laws, 565 



insufficient stock assessments and quota 
adjustments for the region. These and the 
environmental issues created by runoff and 
pollution are what is causing the decline in reef fish 
species. Blaming such on a method of harvest and 
proposals to ban such will not only prove ineffective 
but take the spotlight off the real problems causing 
a decline in reef fish  species.    

2016-01-11 
08:57:05  Test PROTECTION   OTHER 

Tallahas
ee Not Sure Not Sure Not Sure     564 

2016-01-11 
08:55:19    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

The following quote was pulled directly from a report 
released by the FWC about creating no fishing/ diving 
zones.  "The vast majority of coral loss in Florida has 
been due to bleaching, disease, sedimentation, 
physical damage, and other human-induced 
environmental factors."   
 
Scuba divers do not take any more fish than the hook 
and line fisherman do.  They are not the reason for 
damaged coral and the decline to the ecosystems.  
They all follow the same rules and regulations that the 
hook and line fisherman can catch the same fish that 
the divers do while drinking beer on the surface.   Free 
divers have proven time and time again at spearfishing 
tournaments that they can get bigger fish than the 
scuba divers.   As far as the physical damage, this 
occurs more often with less experienced tourism 
divers who are not familiar with their equipment and 
lack of knowledge about touching coral.   
 
There are already rules and laws that are not being 
seriously enforced.  This is where we should start.  
Banning a group of people who love the reefs just as 
much as the next group will only deter support in the 
future.     563 

2016-01-11 
08:40:32  Thomas FISHING, DIVING   OTHER 

Escambi
a 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I will not support any action that limits people's ability 
to put food on the table.  Once you take it away it 
never gets returned.    562 

2016-01-10 
19:01:34  Kenneth  Wright 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER 

Spearfis
hing OTHER 

Duval, 
grew up 
in Dade, 
visit 
every 
year.  

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

This draft should be thrown out.  It is utterly 
unsupportable. There is no basis to claim that banning 
scuba spearfishing will improve sustainable use of 
coral reefs. The facts are to the contrary. Spearfishing 
is the most selective and least destructive way of 
taking fish. I have been fishing and diving since  the 
1980's out of South Florida and the keys. Hook and 
line fishing  harms many more unintended fish every 
trip I take than spearfishing--that is why I have always 
preferred spearing. 

The people that use the resources are the ones most 
interested in seeing them healthy.  I do not suggest 
that the users are best suited to regulate--
particularly as it relates to commercial take--but I 
cannot see any serious benefit to banning scuba 
spearfishing.  On the other hand, you will be losing 
support and interest in a small but interested 
segment of those who care now about the reefs.  I 
do not mean in the abstract, but concrete active 
interest.  561 

2016-01-10 
16:38:42    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     560 

2016-01-10 
14:17:30  Terence Fails 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   OTHER 

Keep a 
boat in 
St Lucie 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Why don't you better enforce existing laws, and go 
after Big Sugar / Big Ag and the damage they do to 
Lake O?     559 

2016-01-10 
11:18:51    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER 

Saint 
Lucie 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

Your RMA states you are trying to stop the removal 
of "trophy" fish.  Why not focus your efforts on 
increasing size limits, rather than attacking one of 558 



many forms of fishing?  This would by default 
increase populations of "breeder" fish and allow 
them to reproduce more frequently before being 
removed from the reproduction chain. 
 
The RMA also cites Hawaii as a success story.  Are 
you kidding me?  Have you any idea what the fishing 
take restrictions are in Hawaii?  I'll tell you - no size 
restrictions, no species restrictions, and no bag limit 
restrictions.  I have dove in several of the locations 
you claim as success stories, and I can tell you from 
personal experience, the fish populations are the 
worst I've ever seen. 
 
I appreciate your love of the fish and reefs of South 
Florida, but I strongly believe you are barking up the 
wrong tree in an attempt to preserve it. 
 
I'll also say, if this proposal comes to fruition, then 
Lionfish removal will become non-existent.  No one I 
know, and including myself, will bother to harvest 
Lionfish when everything else is closed.. 

2016-01-10 
11:02:15    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     557 

2016-01-10 
09:34:34    

DIVING, BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER 

spearfis
hing BROWARD   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I support the idea of looking into run-off and pollution. 
I also believe looking into a lot of the charter boats 
that are packed to the gills with people going out to 
fish. Maybe even have the scuba certification take a 
small class on the reefs and fish. I see more new 
scuba-divers destroying the reefs and taking of wrong 
or undersized fish. Once they are informed they would 
normally stop. So lets teach them before they hit the 
waters.       Thats what I support.   556 

2016-01-10 
08:53:50  john 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Recreational divers are the most discriminating and 
selective harvesters on the water. They operate under 
already very strict limits and seasons. THE 
COMMERCIAL spear divers are the group that should 
be much more regulated and or removed from being 
able to harvest. These commercial divers are 
destroying local habitat and removing large amounts 
of species from a single area in a single day. They 
aren't diving for fun or for a few fish to eat.  
 
END COMMERCIAL SPEARFISHING! 

END COMMERCIAL SPEARFISHING 
 
Allow recreational divers to continue at the same 
limits / restrictions as the fish population allows. 555 

2016-01-10 
04:26:00    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION       

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not Curbing pesticides and fertilizer run off. 

It does not make sense to ban the most selective 
form of fishing that has the least amount of by 
catch.  Bag limits is the standard for controling 
populations. 553 

2016-01-10 
01:10:51    DIVING             Do not ban spearfishing!     552 
2016-01-09 
17:06:37  craig sandel DIVING, BOATING   BROWARD   Likely Likely Definitely So 

I support banning the shooting of fish on or near the 
reef.  Ok to hunt in open waters. 

I also support either lowering the lobster limits or 
increase takeable size.  551 

2016-01-09 
13:40:20    FISHING, DIVING   OTHER 

Hernan
do 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     550 



2016-01-09 
12:44:11    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Limit the number per species  
In force the laws we have   549 

2016-01-09 
09:49:12  Gary Heidelberg 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER 

Saint 
Lucie 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

More damage is done to the reef by a nurse shark 
feeding on lobster - witness it one time and you will 
understand. 

  548 
2016-01-09 
08:25:25  Gregory Edwards FISHING   BROWARD   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not Remove Spearfishing ban & lobster restriction    547 

2016-01-09 
07:42:08  henry katz DIVING, BOATING   OTHER monroe 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

There are many other ways to preserve the reefs other 
then banning spearing on scuba.   546 

2016-01-09 
03:16:00    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So     545 

2016-01-08 
21:42:12  David Parr 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I support reef preservation but scientific evidence is 
lacking that this will preserve the reef. It will hurt local 
economies. Effort and resources are better spent 
limiting long line, shark harvesting, netting, and 
establishing anchoring buoys on reefs.    544 

2016-01-08 
21:35:46    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   OTHER Volusia 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     543 

2016-01-08 
20:02:19  Jack Harari FISHING, DIVING 

Spearfis
hing BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Size and bag limits as well as closed seasons to protect 
breeding aggregates that are reasonable and based on 
good science are supportable. A blanket ban is never 
supportable by me.   542 

2016-01-08 
19:58:25    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   OTHER Volusia Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I support more enforcement and education of existing 
laws in SE Florida. 

Many other countries/jurisdictions that have 
banned scuba spearfishing have not seen healthier 
reefs, and many of them can only dream of the fish 
resources we have here in Florida.  The deciding 
factor is enforcement, not gear type. 
 
In fact, scuba spearfishing is the method of take with 
the lowest by-catch. 
 
SE Florida needs more education and enforcement.  
Unfortunately, the demographics of SE Florida 
trends towards those who come from places that 
don't have the same general respect for the law as 
those born and raised here. 541 

2016-01-08 
15:44:27  David 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING FL BROWARD   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     540 

2016-01-08 
15:03:56    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   Definitely So Definitely So       539 

2016-01-08 
15:03:11    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

All Commercial spearfishing should be banned. 
All SCUBA spearfishing should be banned. 
Freedive (breathhold) spearfishing is OK because it has 
its own obvious limitations. 
 
If SCUBA spearfishing is banned, the deeper reefs will 
always have reproductive fish, which will populate the 
shallow reefs continuously. 
 
The USA is one of the few only countries that still 
allow SCUBA spearfishing. It should be banned.   538 



2016-01-08 
14:36:02    DIVING   OTHER Brevard  Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Smaller bag limits. Increase minimum sizes. Stronger 
penalties   537 

2016-01-08 
13:00:55    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   OTHER Duval 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     534 

2016-01-08 
12:35:05  Tyson Brown 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Pasco 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I don't support any part of this RMA.  Spearfishing, by 
SCUBA or by freediving, allows for selective harvest of 
individual fish that meet the size restrictions imposed 
by the FWC.  If certain fish species are being adversely 
impacted by the harvest of larger individuals, then the 
FWC could implement slot limits if necessary and 
supported by data.  However, most of the fish species 
being discussed live as large breeders at depths 
beyond those frequented by even SCUBA 
spearfishermen, and so are not substantially impacted 
by spearfishing. 
 
Hook & line fishing has a much greater adverse impact 
on fisheries due to indiscriminate capture and 
mortality upon release.   533 

2016-01-08 
12:34:06    DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So     532 

2016-01-08 
12:26:25    DIVING   MARTIN   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So     531 

2016-01-08 
12:24:23    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Collier Not Sure Not Sure 

Definitely 
Not 

First off, this is America, we spearfish on SCUBA.  
Spearfishing on SCUBA and freediving is subject to the 
people doing it. Freedivers can still have an increased 
take.  
 
If you really thought this out, you would try to limit 
bag limits. THE BAG LIMITS ARE THERE FOR A REASON! 
If you don't like the bag limits, try to change them. Do 
not attack one recreational avenue to get fish.  
 
Commercial fisheries do more damage than a 
spearfisherman on a SCUBA setup! Watch and video 
on bycatch and you will see.  
 
I would assume your efforts are good-hearted. But 
they are attacking a recreational sector of the market 
that is emerging and you will limit businesses. Please 
reconsider this and focus on by-catch and bag limit 
changes. You are going about this the wrong way.  

By-catch is the real problem. Not spearfishing on 
SCUBA.  530 

2016-01-08 
12:21:04    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Sarasota 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I support furthering the quest to clean up our waters 
and reduce pollution through runoff etc.  In addition, I 
support stricter enforcement of existing laws and 
regulations managed by the FWC.  There has been 
research done that issues like run-off and pollution 
have a much greater impact than spearfishing on 
scuba.     529 

2016-01-08 
11:28:15    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

AS experienced by all the countries ( ie: all 
mediterranean countries ) where spearing on scuba 
was prohibited decades ago, no improvement in 
local fishing population has been detected... Indeed , 
as overfishing by professionals and pollution 
continued to be active, the fishing population 
continued to decline. 528 



2016-01-08 
11:02:38  Alex welch 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Keying in on spearfishing is both misguided and 
irresponsible.  There are many other issues that should 
be addressed before targeting spearfishers.    527 

2016-01-08 
10:50:15    DIVING   OTHER 

Madiso
n 

Definitely 
Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Pollution, Runoff, Ttawling and Commercial Fishing all 
damage the reef ecosystem 1000's of times more than 
Spearfishing on Scuba. Even hook & line fishing 
damages more by lead & line damage as well as 
anchoring. Lots of spearfisher people also pickup trash 
off the reefs. 

Pollution, Runoff, Ttawling and Commercial Fishing 
all damage the reef ecosystem 1000's of times more 
than Spearfishing on Scuba. Even hook & line fishing 
damages more by lead & line damage as well as 
anchoring. Lots of spearfisher people also pickup 
trash off the reefs. 526 

2016-01-08 
10:49:32  Chris 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   

MIAMI-
DADE   

Definitely 
Not   

Definitely 
Not 

I do not support banning spearfishing while using 
SCUBA!!!   525 

2016-01-08 
10:42:58    

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER 

Snorkeli
ng  

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Sustainable fisheries should be managed through 
effective regulations based on sound science. 
Currently the bag limit for Gag or Black grouper is 1 
fish per person per day. What does it matter if I 
harvest my fish with a fishing pole, speargun while 
snorkeling, or speargun on SCUBA. Also, why would 
you want to stop SCUBA divers from their efforts to 
help control lionfish populations??? 
 
I want sustainable fisheries. But, I also want to be able 
to harvest a few grouper per year using SCUBA. Please 
work to set and effectively police bag, size, and season 
limits.  
 
Also, when I was young I could easily Freedivers and 
spearfish in water over 50 feet deep. Now that I am 
old (46), my realistic option is to use SCUBA. So, I 
would view this regulation as particularly age-based 
discrimination.    524 

2016-01-08 
10:26:04    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Brevard 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Will not support any action that limits spearfishing on 
SCUBA in Florida. "The relative number of large fish 
taken by spear versus angling is unknown, as is the 
total magnitude of fish taken by spear." Present 
convincing scientific evidence that indicates 
spearfishing is more harmful than hook and line fishing 
before asking for support to ban spearfishing on 
SCUBA.   523 

2016-01-08 
10:16:07    

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

Full ban of spearfishing while SCUBA and Hooka (third 
lung)) diving throughout all Florida waters.   522 

2016-01-08 
09:38:44    DIVING, BOATING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

This is a waste of time and resources. Spearfishing on 
scuba does not impact the reef or fish supply. The 
majority of Spearfishers are experienced divers 
therefore do not pose a threat to the reef. Tourists 
and amateur divers pose more of a threat than 
spearfishers. Diving on tanks while spearing means 
limited time under water to assess what can be 
speared and procure the fish which are shot humanely 
unlike the amount of irresponsible amateur line 
fisherman. The majority of spearfishers on tank dive 
off charters or commercial boats therefore are 
watched and must know the limits/sizes/seasons of 
species. In addition, there are a limited amount of 
spearfishers on scuba so the community is known to 
eachother and therefore accountable to eachother as 
well.    521 



2016-01-08 
09:18:25  Caleb M Hayes FISHING, DIVING   OTHER Pinellas 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Fishing limits on species are what protect the fishing 
resources, not the way the fish are taken. 
Spearfishing on scuba is a great sport.  Why would it 
matter if someone takes a grouper from a rod and reel 
vs a speargun?  Either way it gets eaten....  This is a 
really ridiculous idea.   520 

2016-01-08 
08:58:55  nick schiess 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

Stormwater runoff causes more damage in an hour 
than spearfishing does in years. Spearfishing also 
culls out lionfish, an invasive species with no other 
predator than man. Five years ago I would see 
dozens per dive, now maybe one a day.  
 
Please look at stormwater runoff first. 519 

2016-01-08 
08:46:04  Dan Volker DIVING Florida 

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Likely Likely 

Any suggestion that non-commercial spearfishing 
would have a "significant" negative effect on the 
Florida reefs, would be to essentially IGNORE the 
effects of commercial overfishing on these same reefs.  
So while I do agree that scuba spearfishing allows 
some divers to become a mildly negative force in the 
eco-system :  for every one fish they take, a 
commercial entity will take 10,000 times as 
many....and this is to say that this "effort" - RMA- 
N59,must have  either been founded by commercial 
fishery lobbyists, or, it is a very disingenuous attempt 
by a government agency, to pretend that  they are 
trying to improve the marine ecosystem. 
 
***Please deal with the REAL 
PROBLEM...COMMERCIAL TAKES....and use your media 
distribution to let the public know that this is the real 
issue at the heart of declining fish stocks and poor reef 
health.   518 

2016-01-08 
06:59:35    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING     St lucie 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Scuba spear fishing has minimal impact on reefs as 
there are relatively few people that spear fish as 
compared 
To hook and line fishing. In addition water quality, 
beach re nourishment  and a multitude of other 
problems are much more impactful to the reef 
environment.   517 

2016-01-08 
06:23:36    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Force all boaters and divers to take an ecosystem 
conservation class as part of a mandatory licensing 
program in order to operate a vessel in state waters or 
as part of the SCUBA certification process. 

Free divers do more hunting on the reefs than 
SCUBA divers and are just as harmful if not more so 
to the reefs.  Furthermore, licensed lobster 
fisherman shouldn't be allowed to drop their traps 
on or so close to the reefs.  Finally, the warm water 
temperatures are doing more harm to our reefs than 
anything else in our world right now.  Why not fight 
against the practice of emitting greenhouse gases 
into our atmosphere? 516 

2016-01-08 
06:05:57    OTHER 

Spearfis
hing  OTHER 

ST 
JOHNS 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

What  you propose is actually counter productive to 
your stated goals. Spearfishing is the least wasteful 
form of take that there can possibly be.  Scuba is used 
at depths that would result in dead fish if released by 
hook and line fishermen anyway.  

 To be honest, most of us are fairly certain that what 
organizations like yours want  is to ban fishing of any 
kind; so this all may be moot anyway.  515 

2016-01-08 
05:31:59    FISHING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     514 



2016-01-07 
23:30:09  Tony Hancock 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Duval 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Spend the money on pollution education,run-off clean 
up.   513 

2016-01-07 
21:56:31    DIVING   OTHER Monroe Likely Likely Likely     511 
2016-01-07 
21:41:45    DIVING   OTHER   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     510 

2016-01-07 
20:54:43    DIVING   OTHER 

Central 
Florida  Likely Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not     509 

2016-01-07 
20:50:32    

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

The amount of fish taken by spearfsihing is nothing 
compared to hook and line.  spearfsihing is the least 
detrimental means to take fish from the ocean.  No 
lost line, lead, bait, hooks and less dead discards.   
Spearfishing should not be singled out as a gear type 
at all.    508 

2016-01-07 
09:26:36  greg 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I know that more government regulation is not 
warranted. Simply enforce laws and rules already in 
place. Spearfishing isn't the problem. Dredging sand 
for beaches kills our reefs. Dumping tires out to sea 
was a big mistake and should be cleaned up first!  
 Fishers I know only shoot what they intent to eat or 
sell. Most charter companies tend to self regulate and 
private boats need to be better informed.   507 

2016-01-07 
08:15:19    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   Not Sure 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Eliminating spearfishing under scuba would pretty 
much end my interest in scuba diving in Broward 
county. Many of my friends have the same opinion. 
Broward does not have shallow enough reef areas for 
the average diver to spearfish while free diving.  
Reducing the bag limit on species would still allow the 
sportsmen and the economy they support to still 
spearfish and not totally eliminate a sport for an area.   506 

2016-01-06 
16:21:44  Maureen Miller DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

If you want to enable sustainable use of our Florida 
reefs, I recommend MPAs. This has been effective in 
the Keys. The effect of spearfishing on the reef can be 
managed by controlling bag limits, minimum sizes and 
seasonal limits.  
 
More regulation by FWC would help as well. Typically, 
most detrimental spearfishing (read: illegal, below 
minimum sized fish, over bag limits, etc.) is a more 
common on private boats. Perhaps focus FWC's efforts 
there? Commercial dive operations tend to self police 
and ensure that customers adhere to minimum sizes 
and bag limits.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input. Please 
feel free to contact me with any further questions.    505 

2016-01-06 
14:11:25    DIVING   OTHER 

Manate
e Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     504 

2016-01-06 
12:21:04    DIVING, BOATING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     503 

2016-01-06 
12:02:06    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not I am utterly opposed 

Are you implying that 100 spearguns do more 
damage than 1 anchor? 
Who do you people think you are.?  and where were 
you when they  widened Govt Cut? 
the reef damage was incalculable. Now they are 
going to do the same to Pt. Everglades. 502 



2016-01-06 
10:00:22  Carmine Dilorenzo 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION 

Spearfis
hing 

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Spearfishing is very selective and I only shoot what is 
in season and of edible legal size. It is a great sport and 
it the supports the local community. Compared to net 
fishing or other fishing methods, spearfishing is by far 
the best. Of course there is no comparison when it 
comes to fresh fish. Additionally, we support the local 
government  with the various fishing licenses etc. I 
also support other efforts that improve our reefs and 
eco system including Out Florida Reefs   501 

2016-01-06 
08:51:45  Robert wood DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     500 

2016-01-06 
07:53:49  Nathan welder FISHING, DIVING   OTHER Monroe 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Regulations are fair as they are. U don't learn what the 
ocean is like from a classroom u learn it from being in 
it.  

Liberals are destroying this country enough and are 
very dumb and close minded. 499 

2016-01-06 
07:33:24  gina wieger 

DIVING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   Likely Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

More regulation on boats anchoring to reefs with 
anchors, not mooring balls.   498 

2016-01-06 
06:49:55  Mike Hoosac  

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

This would not improve reef ecosystem because,it 
would stop the number one way that lion fish  
(invasive species ) are being removed. I dIve alot and 
see scuba divers remove more lionfish than any other 
species. A scuba spearo on average may only big 1 or 2 
other species like snapper, hogfish ext. On a 2 tank 
boat trip. How is that hurting the reefs ecosystem.And 
you may only have 2 spearfisherman on a boat of 12 
or more.  
  

What I see that hurts the reefs ecosystem is the 
commercial spearfishing.  I see them come back with 
boat loads of fish. That's ridiculous.  If it's about 
money, make a new spearfishing lisceince for the 
private spearo and decrease limits on commercial 
spearfishing.  497 

2016-01-06 
06:44:22    DIVING   BROWARD   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

Our reefs are being destroyed. Don't ban spearfishing 
completely but make a spearfishing season. Plus make 
a hunting course for spearfishing and a separate 
license for it. I worked as a dive boat captain for 10 
years in pompano and I saw many people who had a 
new gun but no clue about the regs. I saw parrotfish, 
angelfish, and other tropicals shot because the people 
had no clue. 

Plus I think the sizes limits need to go up. I saw alot 
of 11 inch hogfish shot.  496 

2016-01-06 
06:19:22  John Kent 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Reduce allowed take, establish seasons for taking 
various species.   495 

2016-01-06 
05:42:32    DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   Definitely So   Definitely So 

Ban spearfishing on scuba. Harvesting should only be 
done on a breath hold.    494 

2016-01-05 
22:42:40    DIVING   OTHER Monroe 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not Responsable fishing and spearfishing   493 

2016-01-05 
22:36:17    OTHER 

I like to 
shove 
fire 
coral up 
my ass OTHER 

Florida 
to north 
carolina   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

If you don't harvest for commercial sale you can't 
spearfish 

Open season on jewfish and sharks they are killing 
our fish populations 492 

2016-01-05 
22:09:35    

DIVING, 
PROTECTION       

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not Limit the commercial fishing and charter boats   491 

2016-01-05 
22:06:55  John Lucka DIVING   BROWARD   Likely Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not     490 

2016-01-05 
21:52:15  peter stephinson DIVING Florida MARTIN   Not Sure Likely Not Likely There should also be restrictions on line fishing 

- See more at: http://ourfloridareefs.org/rma-
comment-form/?action_id=N-
59&action_title=Ban+Spearfishing+on+SCUBA#sthas
h.hxtnTDRs.dpuf 489 

2016-01-05 
21:27:51    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I do not support any type of ban of spear fishing on 
SCUBA.    488 



2016-01-05 
21:15:33    FISHING, DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Spearfishing is a free sport and something you can't 
take away from those who made a living out of it.     487 

2016-01-05 
20:38:00    FISHING, DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Absolutely ludicrous to impose such a one sided 
approach to ban spearfishing!  
Lets start with the "shit holes" that are constantly 
pumping out human waste up and down the entire 
east coast from Boynton to Miami.  Think that may 
have an impact on "our" florida reefs? To ban 
spearfishing because a few people don't agree with it, 
and are in denial as they persecute people who hunt 
for their own food while munching on fish trap caught 
bahamian grouper at their 5 start local restaurant.  
Give me a break with all this!    486 

2016-01-05 
19:22:44    FISHING, DIVING   

MIAMI-
DADE   Likely Not Likely Not Likely Not     485 

2016-01-05 
19:08:14  Mike mitchell DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

Shark conservation, reef/beach/intracoastal cleanup 
initiatives   484 

2016-01-05 
18:35:20    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

Scuba spear fishing is illegal in every single country 
around the world. Why is it legal in the US?  

If we don't fix it now, there will be nothing left to 
rehabilitate.  483 

2016-01-05 
18:15:10  Diana tarpley  

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Collier  

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

It is much softer to spear on air. Divers are 
conservationist! It will kill businesses like live aboard 
dive boats namely Ultimate getaway. They are run that 
boat and their catches with the a no exceptions 
attitude.      482 

2016-01-05 
17:12:45  Steve frantz FISHING, DIVING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

It doesn't make any sense.  There's a huge community 
built around spearfishing   481 

2016-01-05 
17:02:14    DIVING   BROWARD   Definitely So Likely Not Definitely So     480 

2016-01-05 
16:53:38    

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER 

Lee 
County Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

I support the legal spearfishing method of free diving 
only. I support the proposition to ban Scuba 
spearfishing. this will allow the improvement of the 
marine system and fish populations within the florida 
areas.   479 

2016-01-05 
16:05:10    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Not Sure Definitely So Likely     478 

2016-01-05 
15:47:27    FISHING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     476 

2016-01-05 
15:09:32    

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

No ban!!!  The current (& future) fishing laws ( re 
size/limits) already provide  enough regulation. 
Spearfishers  take WAY less fish than charter/party 
boats! 

Maybe RMA should take a better stand  against 
dredging/widening port everglades, and its impact 
on Broward County reefs.. For support, look to what 
happened to the reefs in Miami after their widening 
...... 475 

2016-01-05 
14:47:19    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Likely Not Likely Not 

Longer minimums, no take zones, shorter seasons for 
all good table quality reef fish 

Banning spearing on air will lead to more free diving 
thusly more shallow water blackouts.   474 

2016-01-05 
14:44:13    DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     473 

2016-01-05 
14:43:25  Joseph L Giandinoto 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Banning Spearfishing on scuba will have no 
detrimental effect on the reefs.   472 

2016-01-05 
14:40:41    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I completely support size increases and seasons on 
most fish in the Florida State waters. If you totally ban 
this on scuba you will wipe out many of the dive 
charters as 1/2 or more of their business are   471 



spearfisherman and women!! I agree something needs 
to wh done but banning on scuba is not the answer. 
These young kids freediving needs to be looked at as 
well. They shoot anything and everything as an 
attention getting game.  

2016-01-05 
14:38:16  Pavel Kerzhner 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING Florida 

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Tourists or anyone not familiar with fishing rules or 
regulations should not be allowed to harvest any form 
of sea life off  charter diving boats unless accompanied 
by a knowledgeable professional hired through a local 
business. I also support divers to go through more 
education on what ruins our reefs before being 
allowed to integrate with the marine life. The 
penalties for violating these rules should be more 
severe.  

I'm against any form of legal harvesting be limited to 
the residents or commercial operations.  470 

2016-01-05 
14:38:14  sfdi.com DIVING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not Spearfishing on scuba does not effect coral reefs.    469 

2016-01-05 
14:36:02    FISHING, BOATING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     467 

2016-01-05 
14:35:03  Askew/ LHPSSA FISHING, BOATING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not Do not do it!!!   466 

2016-01-05 
14:28:47  Gregory Miller 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Banning spearfishing on SCUBA is unnecessary overkill. 
If overfishing is an issue with some species then this 
can be managed by making changes to the fishing 
season and bag limits (size and number taken) and 
increasing enforcement of these existing limitations. 
With these actions, banning spearfishing to SCUBA 
enthusiasts would not be necessary. Such an ban 
would certainly hurt the Florida dive and tourist 
industries.    465 

2016-01-05 
14:26:27    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     463 

2016-01-05 
14:20:58    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   OTHER   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I support freedom and resonable bag limits to sustain 
the oceans health.   462 

2016-01-05 
14:20:20  Eric Nelson DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not Remove the ban of spearfishing on scuba 

need more emphasis on Lionfish, they are the 
biggest detrimental long-term impact on the reef 
systems 461 

2016-01-05 
14:13:36  Kent Perrin 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     459 

2016-01-05 
14:01:02  Steve Siegel 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     458 

2016-01-05 
13:26:39    DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Want to help reefs? Clean up the fresh water draining 
into the ocean every day. The intracoastal is so brown, 
black and smelly from runnoff. Stop allowing 
uncontrolled land development and ultra dense 
populations on land. Stop allowing mega parking lots, 
mega roads, and blacktop.. all contributing to hot 
runnoff water. Anyone who is a real scientist, and not 
just a political scientist knows to go after causes, not 
effects. I have been diving the reef here for 35 years. 
The water quality is what's bad, not the fact that a few 
of of gather lobster and fish. Find out why there are 
virtually no barracuda in Palm Beach County, it's not 
cause people are spear fishing... that's for sure. Find 
out why our usual visibility is TERRIBLE compared to   457 



35 years ago. And don't just ignorantly blame 'global 
warming'... that's an excuse. The data is not clear on 
that, and even if it is... it will cool again in short order. 
The earth has always changed and always will. 
Attack uncontrolled development on land and the 
impact on runoff water... if you dare. Of course, real 
science will not be popular with the very folks that 
fund you.. talk about an 'Inconvenient Truth'! 

2016-01-05 
13:11:44  Ryan Longhurst 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Lionfish - at the moment, spearfishers are our only 
means of controlling the damage caused by these 
invasives.  Ecosystem damage by Lionfish is potentially 
far greater than physical damage caused by spears.   456 

2016-01-05 
13:06:59  Frank Schmidt 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER 

Peace of 
mind BROWARD   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Fishing regulations generally rule diving (spearing) 
regulations. I feel some thought should go into further 
diving only regulations.  
Such as: 
Hog fish size increased to 14 inchs and bag limit to 2 
per day 
Lobster take lowered on mini season....and enforced!   455 

2016-01-05 
13:05:04  Frank Schmidt 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Different regulations for spearing and fishing ie; 
Hog Fish size increased and bag limit decreased 
Lobster opening day limit to 6 
No take as to easily taken prey....trigger fish, red 
Grouper etc....   454 

2016-01-05 
13:04:38    DIVING   OTHER   Likely Not Definitely So 

Definitely 
Not 

Spear fishing on SCUBA does not have the impact that 
deep sea fishing from boats does, not as many scuba 
spear fishers compared to boat fishers.  Recommend 
closer management of boat fishing with stiffer 
penalties for infractions.   453 

2016-01-05 
13:02:53  Don 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     452 

2016-01-05 
12:37:06  jonathan d iseson 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not Drop it 

Leave well enough alone- Florida reef's are in great 
shape- i visit them often 451 

2016-01-05 
12:28:22    FISHING   

MIAMI-
DADE   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So     450 

2016-01-05 
12:21:08    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Brevard Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not Go away   449 

2016-01-05 
12:18:13    

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So     448 

2016-01-05 
12:14:37  Steve Litton FISHING, DIVING   BROWARD   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Ban commercial fishing by  scuba, surface compressor 
or free diving.  Sport spearfishermen are selective in 
their take. 

I will be mobilizing my dive club to fight this 
proposal. 447 

2016-01-05 
12:13:06  TOMAS BARACEK 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER 

TAKING 
PICTURE
S & 
VIDEO BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I SUPPORT BETTER ENFORCMENT OF CURRENT 
RGULATIONS AND NOT MAKING ANY FURTHER 
RESTRICTIONS, IT'S HARD ENOUGH  ALREADY TO KEEP 
UP ON AND CONFORM THE ALL THE REGULATIONS.  

ENACT THIS PROPOSAL AND I WILL MOVE OUT OF 
FL! 445 

2016-01-05 
11:52:40  Richey Esbin BOATING 

Spearfis
herman 

MIAMI-
DADE Monroe 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not Better enforcement of current laws 

Most of the recommendationsame are not driven by 
good, current science.  
Until such time "conservations" cannot and will not 
be trusted 444 

2016-01-05 
11:34:17    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I support the ban on shark fishing but spearfishing is 
not a major impact on the local fish population!! The 
current season work well in maintaining a good 
amount of fish in the areas. Lionfish are a major issue.   443 



There needs to be more done about them. 
Spearfisherman alone cannot eradicate them.  

2016-01-05 
11:32:30  Milo T FISHING   OTHER Pinellas  Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Spearfishing is a more refined and more selective 
method of fishing compared to hook and line, and 
results in less by-catch. If you really wish to improve 
the reefs then make them preservers that prohibit all 
forms of fishing.    442 

2016-01-05 
11:19:56  

Chris Messer - 
photographer, 
freediver, scuba 
diver, 
spearfisherman 

DIVING, BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Banning Spearfishing on scuba would have a 
NEGATIVE effect on the reef surrounding south 
Florida. Those of us who dive in this area and visit 
these reefs in a weekly basis are the stewards of this 
irreplaceable resource. We are the first caregivers of 
this underwater world. We are the first to bring 
awareness to problems, to marvel in its beauty and to 
police those who would otherwise ravage its 
resources. Spearfishing is one of the most selective 
fishing methods possible with very little if any bycatch 
and no damage to the reef by entangling it with 
discarded monofilament, sinkers, hooks, etc. fish that 
are observed to be protected species, too small, or not 
targeted for their food quality are left unaffected, 
unlike the masses of fish that are killed by hook and 
line or nets. The overall percentage of fish caught by 
spear are insignificant to the overall number caught by 
these other methods. The instigators of this RMA 
clearly have no understanding of these concepts. 

If you want to save the reefs, then expand 
protective zones where spearing is prohibited to 
hook and line and commercial fishing. Raise 
minimum sizes on specifically targeted species for 
ALL methods of fishing. Focus on enforcement of 
EXISTING current regulations! 441 

2016-01-05 
11:03:15  Jack Hennessee FISHING, DIVING   OTHER   Likely Not Likely Not Likely Not 

Just close season on any species that is showing 
pressure.   440 

2016-01-05 
10:56:46  JIM R DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Lionfish are an invasive fish that needs to be 
eradicated, spearfishing is among the best methods to 
rid the reef of these pests.    439 

2016-01-05 
10:54:17  steve maldonado 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER 

indian 
river Definitely So Likely Definitely So 

No spearing on scuba. Especially commercial! Wipes 
out the deep water fish that usually don't get 
bothered. I run scuba/ spearfishing trips and would 
rather loose this to preserve the resource. 
Spearfishing on scuba is very harmful to the fish 
populations. Freediving limits a divers ability to a 
breath which makes it more difficult to hurt the deep 
water population that restocked the inshore reefs.   438 

2016-01-05 
10:30:33    DIVING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     437 

2016-01-05 
10:26:27    DIVING, BOATING   OTHER Monroe 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not Nothing   436 

2016-01-05 
10:14:30    FISHING, DIVING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     435 

2016-01-05 
10:11:27    PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     434 

2016-01-05 
10:09:37  Mr. H 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

To better protect the reefs we need to look at the 
biggest impacts. Runoff discharged out of Boca Inlet, 
Hillsboro Inlet, Port Everglades. This water laden with 
pollutants is causing a huge problem to our local reefs. 
Additionally Big Sugar, a main cause of pollutants in 
said runoff.  
 
The best thing we can do is to curb this discharge of 
this toxic runoff. Put stricter regulations on Charter   433 



fishing boats who slaughter fish for tourists and do not 
practice catch and release just so the patrons can get a 
photo at the dock.  And last but not least we need to 
have much more artificial reefs, in both shallow and 
deep water. Especially in deeper waters to protect out 
snapper and grouper populations.  

2016-01-05 
10:03:45  Justin FISHING, DIVING Florida BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not I would only support its disappearance   431 

2016-01-05 
10:00:52  

Martin Schiff, NAUI 
Instructor DIVING   OTHER 

Seminol
e Likely Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not At LEAST allow spearfishing of Lionfish   430 

2016-01-05 
09:56:19    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER 

Spearfis
hing  BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Dont ban the spearfish ing. Raise the size limit on 
gamefish.    429 

2016-01-05 
09:42:55  Travis Motta 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   BROWARD   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So     428 

2016-01-05 
09:40:27    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   

MIAMI-
DADE   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

Scuba spearing needs to be outlawed commercial and 
recreational. These guys hammer all the deep fish that 
have evaded free divers and fishermen for years. The 
fish will get larger when this is done. Holding your 
breath the fish have a better chance to outsmart you.    427 

2016-01-05 
09:30:27    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   Definitely So Likely Definitely So     426 

2016-01-05 
09:07:14  Eric Kremer 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Banning spearfishing on scuba should be scrapped.  It 
is a pretty large part of life here for recreational divers, 
and has a large positive impact on many local 
economies.  Instead protected sanctuaries should be 
instituted, similar to what has existed successfully in 
the keys.  A no go zone, where hunting is not allowed 
at all.     425 

2016-01-05 
09:04:11  Edward Traylor 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Perhaps increase the size limit of the hogfish? 
Something more practical than a ban like this. We 
(Spearfisherman) are only a few percent of the overall 
take of fish on the Florida coast...   423 

2016-01-05 
09:01:06  Edward Traylor 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Increase the size requirement on hogfish... Other, 
more practical and realistic measures.    422 

2016-01-05 
08:23:58    DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Just get rid of mini season all together.  The reefs are 
far too deep for most people to free dive to.   421 

2016-01-05 
06:57:13  Phillip Haney 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER Pinellas 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I support anything that has to do with, larger fish sizes 
and smaller bag limits. I do not support any action to 
stop me from doing what  I love! 

Spearfishing in general is the most economically and 
sustainable way to catch and harvest fish!  If you 
want to protect the reefs stop Poachers!! 420 

2016-01-05 
06:50:02    BOATING   BROWARD   Likely Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not     419 

2016-01-05 
05:42:18    DIVING, OTHER 

Spear 
fishing 

PALM 
BEACH   Not Sure Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

 A better impact would be from lower bag limits for 
some fish, but not cutting it out all together. True 
spearos respect the reefs, don't ruin it for them.    418 

2016-01-05 
02:49:00    DIVING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     417 

2016-01-04 
23:57:49    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER   MARTIN   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I support conservation of our wildlife, but I don't 
believe excluding a group of people or method of 
fishing is the right way to go about it, unless you're 
talking about drag nets and long lines. Some people 
aren't physically able to free dive, and others don't like I'm completely against this. 416 



fishing with a pole. Leave such a small group of people 
alone. Any type of fishing has just as much to do with 
the reefs' health as spearfishing on scuba.  

2016-01-04 
23:42:44  Mike Pisciottano  FISHING, DIVING   OTHER 

Indian 
River  

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

Stay out of other peoples business let people who 
want to scuba/spear do so.  415 

2016-01-04 
23:34:21    DIVING   OTHER   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   I spear and scuba and want to continue to do it  414 

2016-01-04 
23:20:05  TCSD's 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER 

Breath 
Hold 
Spearfis
hing OTHER Brevard Definitely So Likely Not Likely 

Spearfishing on SCUBA is pretty much "cheating" in 
the eyes of me and most of my fellow spearfishing 
friends. I can see for invasive species like lionfish with 
a polespear while on scuba but other than that no... 
Also freedive spearfishers should be allowed the same 
bag & specie limits as hook & line anglers. Scuba 
should be illegal to spearfish with a speargun.   413 

2016-01-04 
23:05:29    FISHING, DIVING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

This focuses on a small user group that accounts for 
zero relative impact on the reef.  
 
Start by banning residential effluent, commercial 
fishing, and beach renourishment. These all truly 
effect the coral reef.  

The lionfish really love this idea.  
 
Ban free diving. It kills more young people in south 
Florida than some drugs.  412 

2016-01-04 
22:36:45    FISHING 

sperfishi
ng BROWARD   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

spearing on a scuba is like shooting pigeons on 
telephone lines with a BB gun.. it would be 
unproductive to not ban this savagery.   408 

2016-01-04 
22:31:52  Branon Edwards 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER 

spearfis
hing BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I would not support ANY ban on scuba and/or 
spearfishing. I would support additional enforcement 
of existing bag limits, increasing minimum size limits 
for hogfish and numerous snapper species. 

Numerous species of fish, including grouper, are 
more difficult to spear while on scuba because of 
the noise given off by the exhalation bubbles. 
Freedive spearfishing does not produce such 
bubbles, and as such, those species are not 
frightened by the diver and are more easily speared. 
I practice both types of spearfishing and have since I 
was young. Hogfish minimum size limits should be 
increased above 12-inches because the average 
diver will take numerous hogfish in the 12-inch 
range, which does not allow the species to 
reproduce as quickly. Taking a 12-inch supermale 
out of the ecosystem requires that the alpha female 
morph into an alpha male - likely in the 12-inch 
range. This creates a vicious cycle of there being 
ever fewer males in the ecosystem to reproduce. I 
see NO benefit in outlawing scuba spearfishing. 406 

2016-01-04 
22:21:41  Ed Walker  FISHING     Monroe 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Let Florida Fish And Wildlife continue to use their 
management and scientific resources when it comes 
to allowable types of fishing gear in Florida waters. 
There is no credible rationale for you to ban any 
persons' preferred legal fishing gear. Spearing on 
scuba has virtually no impact on the reef itself. Claims 
to the contrary are without merit and likely based on 
ulterior motives. Such decisions should not be made 
based on personal feelings of a few individuals. The 
same fish can be taken with rod and reel or freediving 
so I fail to recognize the benefit to the reef by banning 
one method of harvest.    405 

2016-01-04 
21:40:39  Raymond Kalmbach 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION FL OTHER   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     404 

2016-01-04 
21:25:42    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   OTHER   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     402 



2016-01-04 
21:25:09  Mark Grant PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

Stopping scuba divers from spearfishing on the reefs 
won't help the health of the reef system. If you want 
to help the reefs stop polluting them and hire divers 
to clean the reefs. Develop programs that help the 
reefs grow  by transplanting native coral. Lower the 
cost of  lion fish at the markets. Develop a program 
where the state buys lion fish from divers at a dollar 
each. I can think of a ton of ways to improve our 
reefs and not one of the is taking the right to 
spearfish away from scuba divers. 401 

2016-01-04 
21:17:11  Bill Barnes DIVING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Banning spearfishing on SCUBA will not improve our 
coral reef ecosystem. Loss of revenue from fishing 
licenses and tourism would severely hurt our economy 
and hurt our reefs bease there wold be less money 
available to protect our reefs. Controlled management 
using best practices such as size limits and length of 
season have proven success records. 

Help protect our reefs by stopping beach 
renourishment; the sand washed away by storms 
smother and kill our reefs. We need more artificial 
reefs to prevent beach erosion. Stop commercial 
shark fishing. 400 

2016-01-04 
21:04:25    FISHING   

MIAMI-
DADE   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not   

The lionfish are deep and can't be reached without 
scuba. 

Develop an incentive to have divers kill lionfish.  
That's an immediate problem  . Do that to prove 
yourselves before you begin to attack a small 
segment of stakeholders. 398 

2016-01-04 
20:59:05  Mike PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     396 

2016-01-04 
20:56:56  Ana  DIVING, BOATING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I would support more control on any harvesting done 
from charters, regardless of the tools.  I see some 
fishing headboats letting the customer throw 
monofilament overboard, sometimes the deck hands 
do it... also know of some dive boat charters letting 
the customer spear fish for the sake of spearing not 
for harvesting. 
 
Even if we ignore the damage done by recreational 
fishermen and divers that's nothing when compared 
to the obscene behavior of some commercial 
fishermen,   that's where the real damage happen... 
who stops them?   395 

2016-01-04 
20:51:55    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   OTHER 

wisconsi
n Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

I would want no additional restrictions on freedive 
spearfishing.   394 

2016-01-04 
20:36:11  Phil Trickovic DIVING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

If we require drastic measures like this we should take 
a serious look at the number of fishing boats that 
destroy the reefs on a daily basis.  In my 15 years 
spearfishing in Florida I have yet to see another 
spearfisher destroy even one inch of reef.  On the 
other hand, I reguarly remove yards of fishing line, cut 
and remove fishing line from reef structures, and see 
fishing boats anchors dragging down the reef.  

If you really want to destroy the reefs by all means 
ban spearfishing.  I have only speared for Lionfish 
since 2011 and will continue to do so until they are 
somewhat under control .  I would also state that 
the only group of people doing anything to control 
this threat are spear fishers.   
 
Anyone who dives our reefs can clearly see the huge 
damage caused by Lionfish and carless fishing boats.  
Spearfishing should be the least of our concerns as it 
is very low impact.  If we want to limit something, 
limit the number of boats, or seriously reduce the 
catch limits.  Banning spearfishing outright would be 
counterproductive to say the least. 393 

2016-01-04 
20:13:42  Walter Lawrence DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I support more education and training. As well as more 
stringent fines and penalties placed on those who 
break the existing laws.   

Banning spearing while on scuba is not a smart 
move. It would devastate many local small 
businesses and their employees.  392 



2016-01-04 
20:13:22    OTHER 

Aquariu
ms    Volusia  

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I do not support this action. Frankly, I see it as a "feel 
good" action that is based more on an emotional 
response than a scientific one. 
 
Far more fish are taken by unethical surface fishermen 
than will ever be taken spearfishing. I think you have 
just picked them as a convenient, high profile target.  

If you want to save the reefs, work on saving 
established habitat and creating more artificial reefs. 
Spend your efforts creating an environment where 
there will always be more fish than fishermen. 
 
If you want to save fish, work on stopping and 
prosecuting poachers.  391 

2016-01-04 
19:26:41  Edward Gomez 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     385 

2016-01-04 
19:20:12  Steven Miller 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION Florida BROWARD Florida Not Sure Likely Not Likely Not 

I do not support a blanket ban on spearfishing on 
SCUBA.  An exemption is needed for lionfish, without 
restrictions.  Zoning is needed to help manage 
multiple, and in some cases incompatible, uses.  I am 
not personally a fan of spearfishing on SCUBA.  But it 
should be allowed within some proportion of the 
management area.   383 

2016-01-04 
19:16:05  Stephen Picardi 

FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION 

spearfis
hing BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I support the FWC and the great job of managing our 
fisheries.  This draft should be tabled and a new draft, 
creating slot limits and other management regulations 
to maintain the indigenous species living amongst the 
reefs.  Increase fines for damage to reefs caused by 
careless anchoring.   Add more enforcement personnel 
to carry out the current regulations. 

There is absolutely no reason to stop the sport of 
spearfishing while on SCUBA in South Florida.  The 
amount of feedback given to FWC far outweighs the 
fraction of a percent of the total recreational catch 
of all legal species.  I do not understand why anyone 
would want to stop a sport which provides a living 
for thousands of South Florida working folks and 
brings millions of tourist dollars to our economy. 
 
On what grounds or recent data do these folks have 
that would even warrant such a proposal? 382 

2016-01-04 
19:13:30  Frank Darden  

DIVING, BOATING, 
PROTECTION 

Lionfish 
eradicat
ion BROWARD   Definitely So Definitely So Likely 

You need to clarify the rules around Lionfish 
eradication as they relate to this. People are creating 
opposition stating that this will effectively ban Lionfish 
eradication.    381 

2016-01-04 
19:11:21  

Paul Seldes / Vero 
Beach Scuba Club DIVING   OTHER 

Indian 
River  Not Sure 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Spearfishing on scuba is a very important part of 
recreational scuba tourism in South florida. As a guide 
and Divemaster this would have an extremely 
detrimental effect on my livelihood    380 

2016-01-04 
18:59:43  Chris  FISHING, DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Scuba diving is a huge party of my life as well as 
spearfishing and would be detrimental to my mental 
health. I do not agree with this draft    379 

2016-01-04 
18:51:41    DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     378 

2016-01-04 
18:51:22  Matt Smith 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION Florida 

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Instead of attacking recreational (sustenance) 
fisherman, decrease the amount of fish that 
commercial fishermen take from the ocean.    377 

2016-01-04 
18:48:10    

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   

MIAMI-
DADE   Definitely So Likely Definitely So     375 

2016-01-04 
18:47:05  Andrew parry 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Continue with the close seasons for various species of 
fish   374 

2016-01-04 
18:46:40  Bill Trinka 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION FL 

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

A rational and strategic plan would be nice.  It's 
Disgusting that rules are being made/changed with 
outdated data...   373 

2016-01-04 
18:14:52  Richard Coggins 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Suitable measures already in place regarding season / 
size and bag limits.  This is an effective tool which can 
help relieve pressure on fish species as required 
without crippling a sport and associated tourism / 
service industries.   372 



2016-01-04 
18:11:07    DIVING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Increasing the size limit on all spieces, must include all 
Comercial fishing, same regulations.  

All fishing needs same limits, no fishing. Or fishing.  I 
have spearfished the trip county area for over 40 
years . Regulations have done a great impact in 
keeping our fishery great 371 

2016-01-04 
17:37:56  Marshall sklar FISHING, DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely 

Definitely 
Not Likely Not 

Regulation yes.  Elimination of sport fishing or diving 
for fish harvest no way should it be prohibited   370 

2016-01-04 
17:20:42  Bryan Bodie 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Do not ban Spearfishing on the reef! 
  369 

2016-01-04 
17:19:59  Maurice Jemison DIVING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     368 

2016-01-04 
17:14:04  Ted Foreman DIVING   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Spearfishing as a method to take fish is the most 
ecological method of any available whether on scuba 
or free diving.  As a diver we choose the species, sex 
and size of the fish we take and as divers we are very 
aware of the health and condition of the reef.  Hook 
and line fisherman catch anything that bites the hook.  
Plus when they catch and release an exhausted fish it 
usually is consumed by other fish on the way back to 
tit's usual habitat.  If you are going to banned fishing 
on scuba you need to ban all fishing because 
spearfishing on scuba represents a fraction of the fish 
taken.  It will have absolutely no effect on the 
condition of the reef.  Plus if I am not allowed to 
spearfish on scuba I have no need for a fishing license 
and will not purchase one, so the revenue generated 
to support our marine environment will be reduced 
because of nearsighted knee jerk reaction to a 
nonexistent problem.  I have been diving and 
spearfishing in Broward county since the early 1990s 
and the amount of marine life has never been better.  
Since fish traps and long line fishing were banned the 
fish population on the reef has increased greatly and 
gets better every year.  A good indication of this is the 
number of sharks encountered on every dive.  I used 
to never see Sharks and now I see them through out 
every dive.   367 

2016-01-04 
17:01:27  Pat Smith 

DIVING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

If you want to improve things, quit dumping waste 
water and polluted fresh water run off from the 
farming lands into the oceans.   366 

2016-01-04 
10:52:32  Thomas Campbell DIVING   BROWARD   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

 
Last year I retired and my primary activity is spear 
fishing on scuba. This rule would eliminate my primary 
activity that I love to do.  
1.0  I support setting limits on fish size (15 inch min for 
hog fish for example) and quantity and closing seasons 
for spawning. Such restrictions should apply across the 
board to all types of fishing. 
2.0  I would support ban of commercial fishing on 
scuba if it can be demonstrated that the commercial 
catch is in some way  threatening the viable fish stock 
of any species. 
3.0  I would support a ban on all spear fishing of Red 
Grouper since this fish does not fear skin or scuba 
divers (often following divers around during the dive) 
and therefore its numbers are more  likely to be 

On every dive the spear fishermen and women on 
my boat collect all debris that we come across. 
When we can we remove hooks from entangled fish 
and marine life. We do our best to help preserve the 
environment. if scuba spear fishing were eliminated 
there would be less total diving and opportunities to 
help preserve the environment. 
I have the following questions: 
A). Is this restriction on scuba spear fishing being 
proposed now because of  a critical problem 
recently identified with any fish species? 
B). How does scuba spear fishing affect the coral 
reefs and what constitutes the "Coral Reef System"? 
C). I would be interested to know if there is a 
definitive study that shows that scuba spearfishing 
has more impact on fish stocks or the Coral Reef 365 



critically reduced by any spear fishing.  
4.0. If this becomes a rule, an over 65 exemption or 
grandfather designation would be appreciated.  

System than line fishing or free diving spear fishing. 
Fishermen all enjoy the ocean and harvesting of fish 
in their  own way. Although it would improve my 
catch I do not support totally eliminating other types 
of fishing to enhance mine. I would ask the same 
consideration for the sport I love.  

1/26/16 12:00       MARTIN         
Ban SCUBA spearfishing in small area by area, not 
necessarily the entire region   44 

1/26/16 18:00 Wayne Turner     MARTIN   Likely Likely Definitely So   ban all spearfishing 53 

1/26/16 18:00 Dan Brady     MARTIN   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 
Ban all spearfishing within 3 miles of shore for a period 
of years to grow the presence of targeted species.    54 

1/26/16 18:00 
Cosimo 
Marcantonio DIVING   MARTIN   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

this proposal is unfair to divers that spearfish. Perhaps 
a uniform closure of certain species harvet at different 
times of the year would be the best compromise. That 
goes for hook and line fishermen as well. 

example - if I cannot take grouper with a spear on 
scuba between april and june nor should one be 
able to take grouper with a hook and line at this 
time as well 57 

1/26/16 18:00       MARTIN         Spearfihsing is less than 2% of the fishing effort   62 

1/26/16 18:00       MARTIN         
Do not regulate spearfishing! I love this sport and love 
to eat good, healthy fish.   63 

1/26/16 18:00       MARTIN         
Ban spearfishing at low reefs--> Singer Island & Coral 
Cove Jupiter   64 

1/27/16 12:00 Dawn Zangara     
PALM 
BEACH   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

spearfishing should be through freediving only. I have 
been diving here for 10 years and cannot recall a trip 
where all spearfishing divers brought all fish up within 
limits. Once a short fish is speared it cannot survive.   69 

1/27/16 12:00       
PALM 
BEACH         

To band spearfishing on SCUBA would allow lionfish to 
thrive on deep reefs. Existing no take zones need to 
have no pole spears allowed- only for lionfish removal.   71 

1/27/16 12:00       
PALM 
BEACH         The use of SCUBA to spearfish for our kids to use   72 

1/27/16 12:00       
PALM 
BEACH         

How 'bout handicapped people that can use SCUBA to 
spearfish   73 

1/27/16 18:00   

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Not Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

harvest data should be collected to be certain the 
species are being harmed by SCUBA spearfishing. 

further the limited catch quotas for commercial 
fishing on reef species 82 

1/27/16 18:00 Kevin E 
DIVING, BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   

please change the title (remove "to enable 
sustainable use of our florida reefs") everything 
after "to" is leading you a unproven conclusion that 
it will help. 91 

1/27/16 18:00 Chip Garber FISHING, DIVING   
PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

address the things that are dramatically affecting the 
reef like freshwater/sewage runoff beach 
nourishment. Don’t assume the problem is from 
responsible divers/spearfishermen you assume all fish 
speared are "trophy breeders" 

what percent of fish taken are taken on SCUBA less 
than 1% why target a group responsible for such a 
small percentage. Fisheries managemtn does and 
excellent job. Much better then countries where 
SCUBA spearing is banned 93 

1/27/16 18:00   
FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not stop water outflows from okeechobee how are you going to stop global warming  94 

1/27/16 18:00 Kevin E 
DIVING, BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not this is way too broad, please be more specific rules and regs are sufficient already 95 

1/27/16 18:00   

DIVING, BOATING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER   

PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I am not a spearfisher… nevertheless this seems 
draconian spearfishing is the most selective method of 
harvest   98 

1/27/16 18:00 Erik R     
PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     102 

1/27/16 18:00 Tom Stowart     
PALM 
BEACH   Not Sure Not Sure Likely Not   

not that many SCUBA spearfisherman usually more 
selective 103 



1/27/16 18:00       
PALM 
BEACH         

Bahamas banned spearfishing with SCUBA and they 
still have fish. Wonder why?   105 

1/27/16 18:00       
PALM 
BEACH         Who can't shoot a fish at 80' with a SCUBA tank!   106 

1/29/16 12:00       
PALM 
BEACH         Set limits not ban.    131 

1/29/16 12:00       
PALM 
BEACH         

Fisheries management controls fish population with 
real info not personal likes or dislikes.    132 

1/29/16 18:00       
PALM 
BEACH         

Ban spearfishing on SCUBA- in restrcited areas- not 
everywhere. Lionfish will multiply and decrease our 
reef fish population quickly. Divers are unlikely to 
spear lionfish only. Not fair to have restrictions on 
SCUBA divers and not fisherman. More death to fish 
by fishing thank spearfishing!!   133 

1/29/16 18:00 andy steiner DIVING   
PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     134 

1/29/16 18:00 mike mullins 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

PALM 
BEACH   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

training and education would be more effective. 
Change bag limits and seasons for spearfishing and 
line fishing if necessary  

with proper training, spearfishing is more humane 
and effective than line fishing. You only shoot legal 
sized fish of the correct species. Line fishing is 
indiscriminate. Released fish don’t always live 135 

1/29/16 18:00 chris erdos DIVING, BOATING   
PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

the reef system is very important to me being a diver, 
fisherman, or freediver. I have traveled to locations 
outside the US which is a good example bonaire. The 
life on that reef was not much more than south 
florida. As a spearfiherman on scuba and freediving 
and my friends, we do more benefit by removing 
lionfish, fishing lines, etc than harm. we are very 
passionate about keeping the reefs in optimal 
condition. one big place that i see is dredging. over the 
past years small reef systems have been covered due 
to poor planning and management. this regulation (N-
59) would do more harm than good.    139 

1/29/16 18:00       
PALM 
BEACH   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

I support full the restriction and/or ban of spearfishing 
in designated areas. Spearfishing allows the 
overconsumption of specific fish resulting in FAR fewer 
of these "trophy" fish than in protected areas in the 
Keys.   142 

1/29/16 18:00 Matthew Hudson FISHING, DIVING   
PALM 
BEACH   Likely Not Sure Not Sure 

I would fully support an increase in size limits and a 
decrease in catch limits of reef species spearfishing is a VERY small percentage of the take 144 

1/29/16 18:00 John DIVING   
PALM 
BEACH   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not   we already have fish management in place 147 

2/16/16 12:00       BROWARD   
Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

support management look at waterfowl in north 
america as an example. International treaties, habitate 
management bans on commercial hunting, 
recreational involvement. This has been done 
successfully it is not rocket science. How to get 
commercial fishing removed look at atlantic salmon.    156 

2/16/16 18:00 kim porter     BROWARD   Likely Not Likely Not 
Definitely 
Not 

allow hunting on scuba to continue. Stop the pole 
fishermen from damaging 20 to get the 1 "keeper"   171 

2/16/16 18:00 delicia pop 
FISHING, DIVING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   Likely Not Sure Likely Not 

I support the continued removal of lionfish but do not 
think all spearfishing should be banned. There should 
be a strict regulation when it comes to endangered 
species and protected areas, but a total ban should 
not be put in place.  

like a gun, there should be rules put in place to 
own/use a speargun. An educational course before 
purchasing a spear gun would help raise awareness 
about fish on reefs and which are 
endangered/protected and which are not  172 

2/16/16 18:00 glenn wright     BROWARD   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So   
essential! Only place in the world where spear whilst 
scuba!  176 



2/17/16 12:00 capt bill goulding     
MIAMI-
DADE   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

never ban a practice, look at prohibition, modify the 
catch size and limits! You want to dramaticall improve 
the reefs on the east and west coast of florida? Spend 
your time, money and energy doing something about 
the discharge from lake o every time it rains. limit the 
commercial fishermen who have the lobbiests and the 
money to keep things the same. the gulf coast council 
does nothing but protect their interests. take a good 
look at the head boats taking 20 people out to cathc 
their limits and clean out a reef. recreational divers 
and fishermen are not the problem. neither are the 
charters with 6 pack licenses. they just put in 30 reefs 
here in collier county that are really not good for 
anyrthing but spearfishing and are in federal waters. 
the fish kill from the latest discharge from lake O has 
just begun and they try to time it with an offshore 
wind so most of the carcasses are blown offshore so 
the public doesnt see it. the places like estero bay and 
the indian lagoon have been decimated by the 
discharge. these places are the breeding ground for 
many species of fish. maybe you just want and easy 
victory with this proposal since there are not many 
spearfishiermen and no financial backing to fight back.  

make your organization count… fight the real 
problems!  187 

2/17/16 12:00 eric billips 
DIVING, 
PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

I do support "regulations" regulating species, less bag 
totals, larger min size, protected areas, slot fish. I do 
not support "ban".  

Involve people who are in the industry to help come 
up with a better idea. I spearfish I dive and own a 
dive shop and a spearfishing co. average 1000 
dives/year i can help. a ban is not the answer 190 

2/17/16 12:00 bill d'antuono 

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

regulations, not a ban! If trophy fish are your target, 
limit the take not the method. Other fish species 
already have this in place. There is NO science to back 
this ban 

hook and line is much more detrimental to the reefs 
than spearing on SCUBA. Party boats litter the reefs 
with monofilament and braided line. Less scuba 
spearos will also mean less lionfish hunting at depth 
good freedivers can outhunt good scuba divers! its 
easier to hunt a big fish when you are silent!  191 

2/17/16 12:00       
MIAMI-
DADE           

regulation not a ban. Trophy system already in place 
in other species 237 

2/17/16 18:00 ray 
FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING   

MIAMI-
DADE   Definitely So Likely Definitely So it is a sensible solution to reduction of reef fish harvest   257 

2/17/16 18:00   
DIVING, 
PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   Not Sure Likely Not Not Sure 

need to consider economical impact for feasibility. 
Perhaps implement stricter fish limits or a "tax" so to 
speak on spearfishing. Eliminating it alltogether will 
make a lot of unhappy people and could have 
economic consequences. A spearfishing fee or tax 
would better deter overfishing and could generate 
revenue to be used for conservation.    280 

2/18/16 18:00   

FISHING, DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   

MIAMI-
DADE   Likely Likely Likely 

I support the ban, however, I also believe that the laws 
currently in place with regards to spearfishing are not 
being enforced. This needs to be coupled with 
increased enforcement    338 

2/18/16 18:00       
MIAMI-
DADE           don’t ban, we need the lionfish gone 344 

3/1/16 0:00 Caroline Chen   
snorkeli
ng     Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

If a total ban on spearfishing (SCUBA) for the entire 
region is politically too unpopulat, then at least ban in 
selected areas, is better than none. Or a phased in ban   356 

 


