
RMA N-113: 
Eliminate Lake Worth inlet port Expansion project to reduce siltation on coral reefs and keep coastal communities and habitat in balance. 
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2016-03-01 
17:41:09    

FISHING, 
DIVING       Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So     1380 

2016-03-01 
09:52:31    FISHING       Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So     1320 

2016-02-29 
16:10:42    

PROTECTION, 
OTHER   BROWARD           

Port Everglades Response to 
Draft Recommended Management Actions (RMAs) 
March 1, 2016 
Draft Recommended Management Actions (RMAs) have been 
developed by Community Working Group members within the below-
listed areas of focus.  
• Education and Outreach 
• Enforcement 
• Fishing, Diving, Boating & Other Uses/Restoration 
• Land Based Sources of Pollution 
• Maritime Industry & Coastal Construction 
• Place-Based Draft Management Strategy (Areas of Interest) 
 
Several outreach meetings were held to discuss the future of Florida’s 
coral reefs. Broward County Port Everglades reviewed the RMAs and 
offer comments based specifically on the Maritime Industry and 
Coastal Construction and Place-Based Draft Management Strategy 
sections. 
For the Place-Based Draft Management Strategy (Areas of Interest), 
our understanding is this recommended management action is being 
put forth because there are user conflicts, unsustainable uses of the 
resource, direct impacts to reefs from ships, boats, debris, anchors, 
disruptions to spawning aggregations, and the continued 
documentation of degradation to the reef ecosystem. 
With respect to the Place-Based Draft Management Strategy (Areas 
of Interest,N-146) the working group is recommending establishment 
and implementation of a Marine Protected Area (MPA) zoning 
framework for the Our Florida Reefs (Southeast Florida Coral Reef 
Initiative – SEFCRI) region of interest that includes but is not limited 
to no-take reserves, no anchor areas, restoration areas, and seasonal 
protection for spawning aggregations to enable sustainable use, 
reduce user conflict, and improve coral reef ecosystem condition. As 
part of the placed-based process, our understanding is the working 
group reviewed where the Big Corals are located and the existing and 
proposed coastal constructions which resulted in the areas of interest 
and objectives. 
 
With regards to the MPA zoning the intended outcome of this action 
is to create a zoning framework that encourages ecosystem 
productivity, improves ecosystem function, reduces extractive uses, 
conserves existing habitat and surrounding habitat, and protection 
and replenishment of the reef ecosystem (sustainable use).  
 
Please be advised that a few of the working group’s recommended 
actions are currently being addressed by different governmental 1283 



agencies. We, however, concur that appropriate mitigation based on 
potential impacts to coral/hard bottom reefs should be mitigated.  
Thank you 
 
 
 
 
 

2016-02-28 
22:56:49    

DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   MARTIN   Likely Likely Likely 

It seems that if permits are being issued, 
the issuing agency should be able to verify 
compliance. I don't think FDEP necessarily 
needs to have a dive team in order to 
accomplish this goal. A contracted third 
party could quite possibly accomplish the 
same matter.   1194 

2016-02-17 
08:37:52    

FISHING, 
DIVING, 
BOATING, 
PROTECTION   BROWARD   

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not     935 

2016-01-27 
01:32:26  Rachel Plunkett 

FISHING, 
DIVING, 
PROTECTION, 
OTHER 

Science 
educator 

PALM 
BEACH   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

Please do not continue with the port 
expansion if we have learned anything 
from the past mistakes of others.  
Lakeport Lagoon and it's marine organisms 
are only just recovering from past 
development impacts.  We are finally at a 
point where Seagrass beds are starting to 
come back, and we are starting to see 
more corals within the lagoon.  What is 
the point of putting money into 
environment tal restoration if we only 
plan to destroy it again?  Please do not 
expand the port. 

I would like more publicised information about port expansion plans 
and when public forums will be held. 652 

2/17/16 12:00       
MIAMI-
DADE   Definitely So Definitely So Definitely So 

and eliminate port everglades port 
expansion   221 

2/17/16 18:00 ray 

FISHING, 
DIVING, 
BOATING   

MIAMI-
DADE   Likely Not 

Definitely 
Not 

Definitely 
Not 

focus on sewer outfalls and sugar/cattle 
phosphate pollution reduction   246 

2/18/16 18:00       
MIAMI-
DADE           ALL port expansion projects should be eliminated!! 346 

 


