
 

 

OFR Response Documents: High Comment RMAs- Wordsmithing Titles 

 

N-59: Ban the practice of spearfishing on SCUBA to enable sustainable use 

of our Florida reefs. 

Further regulate the practice of spearfishing/fishing/gear by adding unique 

restrictions such as bag and size limits and slots. 

Establish maximum size limits to complement existing regulations for 

ecologically significant reef-associated fish species (including but not limited 

to grouper and snapper species and hogfish) to increase numbers of the 

larger, more fecund individuals within the southeast Florida assemblage. 

(Approved Day 1 April) 

 Note: slot limit is covered because there are minimums in place for 

these species 

 

S-65: Nominate the Southeast Florida Coral Reef Initiative (SEFCRI) region 

for consideration as a National Marine Sanctuary to be co-managed with 

the State of Florida to engender protection and benefits, a legal forum, 

discussion, understanding and collaboration, and balance uses towards 

sustainable resources. (Approved Day 2 April) 

 

S-54: Apply for United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO) world heritage site status for entire Florida Reef 

Tract to increase awareness and appreciation of the ecological and cultural 

significance and protection of Florida’s coral reef ecosystem. (Adopted Day 

2) 

(Two pager should include the idea that a management plan is required.) 

 

 



ORIGINAL N-146:  Establish and implement a Marine Protected Area 
(MPA) zoning framework for the Our Florida Reefs region of interest that 
includes but is not limited to no-take reserves, no-anchor areas, restoration 
areas, and seasonal protection for spawning aggregations to enable 
sustainable use, reduce user conflict, and improve coral reef ecosystem 
condition. 
 
4. N-146: Establish and implement a Marine Protected Area (MPA) zoning 
framework for areas of special interest within the OFR region to enable 
sustainable use, reduce user conflict, and improve coral reef ecosystem 
conditions. Tools that could be used to improve coral reef habitat may 
include no-take reserves, no anchor areas, restoration areas, and seasonal 
protection for spawning aggregations. (Passed – New Title Approved Day 2 
April) 
 
1. N-146:  Establish and implement a Marine Protected Area (MPA) zoning 
framework for the Our Florida Reefs region of interest that may or may not 
include but is not limited to no-take reserves, no-anchor areas, restoration 
areas, and seasonal protection for spawning aggregations to enable 
sustainable use, reduce user conflict, and improve coral reef ecosystem 
condition. (Did not pass.) 
 
2. N-146:  Establish and implement a Marine Protected Area (MPA) zoning 
framework for the Our Florida Reefs region of interest that might/may 
include but is not limited to no-take reserves, no-anchor areas, restoration 
areas, and seasonal protection for spawning aggregations to enable 
sustainable use, reduce user conflict, and improve coral reef ecosystem 
condition. (Did not pass.) 
 
3. N-146:  Establish and implement a Marine Protected Area (MPA) zoning 
framework for the Our Florida Reefs region of interest that includes but is 
not limited to no-take reserves, catch-and-release, no-anchor areas, 
restoration areas, and seasonal protection for spawning aggregations to 
enable sustainable use, reduce user conflict, and improve coral reef 
ecosystem condition. (Did not pass.) 
 
4. N-146: Establish and implement a Marine Protected Area (MPA) zoning 
framework for areas of special interest within the OFR region to enable 
sustainable use, reduce user conflict, and improve coral reef ecosystem 
conditions. Tools that could be used to improve coral reef habitat may 



include no-take reserves, no anchor areas, restoration areas, and seasonal 
protection for spawning aggregations. (Passed) 
 
5. N-146:  Establish and implement a Marine Protected Area (MPA) zoning 
framework for 20-30% of the OFR region that includes but is not limited to 
marine ecological reserves, no-anchor areas, restoration areas, and 
seasonal protection for spawning aggregations to enable sustainable use, 
reduce user conflict, and improve coral reef ecosystem condition. (Did not 
pass.) 
 
6. N-146: Appropriate agencies should establish and implement a Marine 
Protected area zoning framework for the Our Florida Reefs region of 
interest that includes areas of special concern that require increased 
regulations to enable the sustainable use, reduce user conflict, and 
improve coral reef ecosystem condition. (Did not pass.) 
 
7. N-146: Appropriate agencies should establish and implement a 
scientifically supported, ecosystem based Marine Protected Area zoning 
framework for the Our Florida Reefs region of interest that may include but 
is not limited to no anchor areas, seasonal protection for spawning 
aggregations, and no-take reserves (as a last resort) to enable sustainable 
use, reduce user conflict, and improve coral reef ecosystem condition. (Did 
not pass.) 
 
8. N-146:  Establish and implement a Marine Protected Area (MPA) zoning 
framework for the Our Florida Reefs region of interest that may or may not 
include but is not limited to no-entry take reserves, no-anchor areas, 
restoration areas, and seasonal protection for spawning aggregations to 
enable sustainable use, reduce user conflict, and improve coral reef 
ecosystem condition. (Did not pass.) 
 
9. N-146:  Establish and implement a Marine Protected Area (MPA) zoning 
framework for the Our Florida Reefs region of interest that includes but is 
not limited to no-take or limited take reserves, no-anchor areas, restoration 
areas, and seasonal protection for spawning aggregations to enable 
sustainable use, reduce user conflict, and improve coral reef ecosystem 
condition. (Did not pass.) 
 
 
 



Discussion: 

• Box we agreed to is the OFR region, which is why it does not make 
sense to say “SEFCRI” instead of OFR region. 

• Agree – need to keep as OFR if want to include all of the areas we 
discussed. 

• Put no entry in order to put everyone on level playing field. Concern 
about catch-and-release because just eliminate the consumer sector. 
If do this just eliminating the consumer and letting everyone else have 
at it. 

• What do you mean by ecological reserve? 

• Emphasizing what want to do. Allow ecological processes to operate 
with limited disturbance. It means no-take. Established term. It can 
mean no entry. 

• Re: one with “last resort.” I want a definition of what “last resort” 
means because I think we’re there. It’s subjective. 

• Concept of “last resort” means until other things have been tried and 
failed and there’s lots that can be tried. 

• Then there won’t be anything left. 

• There are a lot of opportunities. (Mason’s webinar spoke to different 
tools.) 

• Last resort for FWC when is close fishery. Underway with conch, one 
species of grouper. 

• Reason left no take option in there is to be transparent that it’s an 
option. Recognize it’s not this group’s job / choice to make. Another 
process will make that decision, with more public comment. 

• If something is embedded in objectives in 2-pager, what does that 
mean for this process? For example, one objective mentions 20-30%. 
What’s the different b/w in the title vs. in the objectives. 

• Objectives are the drivers for an agency to take action. The things 
they would hopefully consider. When agencies are listening and 
thinking about it, they’d have the background of the objectives we 
were thinking about and could consider it. 

• Tier 1 and 2 were written based on objectives. The 20-30% was in 
there because we’d heard lots of science. Changing the title now may 
mean it doesn’t match the supporting documents. 

• Just because you support this doesn’t mean you support everything 
in there. Same with the water quality ones. You may not like every 
one. But we’re looking at the whole package. 



• Marine reserves are no take MPAs on Pacific Council website. By 
definition is no take. 

• Some of rewrites may be from folks who weren’t here originally. 
Some calling out specific areas to protect.  
 
 

S-97: Maintain lobster mini season but reduce the bag limit to six lobsters 

per person per day to be consistent statewide, and require the review of 

educational materials and completion of an educational quiz in order to 

receive an annual license 

NO EDITS 

 

S-8: Establish coral reef gardens, which are areas for the recovery, 

restoration, and recruitment of corals and fish, created under strong 

guidance from scientists and monitored by the community through an 

educational campaign. 

NO EDITS 


