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Dear Chair and Vice Chair of the Southeast Florida Coastal Ocean Task Force, 

On behalf of the Florida Golf Course Superintendents Association (Florida GCSA), I 
would like to inform you that as proud stewards of the environment, the Florida GCSA 
has already established a "Green Club" certification program for golf courses; the Golf 
Course Best Management Practices (BMP) Certification Program. When reading your 
Final Recommendation Report, we were surprised to see the absence of a golf and/or 
turfgrass industry stakeholder on your committee. In the future, as an industry 
stakeholder with considerable expertise in golf course best management practices, our 
Association would welcome the opportunity to be a participant. 

Our industry has taken proactive measures to demonstrate our responsibility to the 
environment. In 2012 we implemented a voluntary Golf Best Management Practices 
(BMP) Certification Program that we developed in cooperation with the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection, United States Golf Association Green Section, 
and the University of Florida. The goal was to agree on attainable management 
practices to keep golf a profitable business in Florida while protecting state water and 
natural resources, according to the Clean Water Act and other state and local 
ordinances. Participants receive training using the "Best Management Practices for the 
Enhancement of Environmental Quality on Florida Golf Course" handbook which 
includes the following: 

• Environmental Concepts 
• Environmental Monitoring 
• Design and Construction 
• Irrigation 
• Nutrition and Fertilization 

...._ __________    _________ __. 



• Cultural Practices 
• Lake and Aquatic Plant Management 
• Turfgrass Pest Management 
• Pesticide Management 
• Maintenance Operations 

Upon completion of the course and passing a final examination, participants receive 
certification in the Florida Golf BMP Program. Certification is valid for a period of four 
years and recertification consists of attending an approved seminar covering any BMP 
changes as well as any updates to the legislative requirements. 

Our program has been recognized across the country and continues to be the modef for 
other BMP Programs. The Florida GCSA was recognized by the Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of America with the 2015 Excellence in Government 
Relations Award for this program. The Florida GCSA believes that Florida 
superintendents are truly environmental stewards and by providing a certified program, 
we will continue to demonstrate their positive respect and impact on the environment. 

In addition, the Gi-BMP's are a science based educational program for all green 
industry workers (lawn Care and landscape maintenance professionals), operated by 
the University of Florida/lFAS Florida Friendly Landscaping Program. The Gi-BMPs 
teach environmentally safe landscaping practices that help conserve and protect 
Florida's ground and surface waters. All commercial fertilizer applicators must have this 
certification. Many non-commercial industry applicators or other workers are required to 
pass training by local ordinances or voluntarily participate in the program to better serve 
their clients. 

Both of these programs are already in place and would eliminate the need for a "Green 
Club" certification as indicated in your final recommendation report. And again, I ask 
that the Florida GCSA be included as a stakeholder in any future committee meetings. 
would also strongly recommend you reach out to the University of Florida/I FAS - in 
particular, Dr. Travis Shaddox, Dr. Laurie Trenholm and Dr. Bryan Unruh. They have 
been instrumental in working alongside our Association making sure our 
superintendents are using the best scientifically proven methods to demonstrate the 
positive contributions golf courses make to communities across the state and help 
protect Florida's environmental quality. 

I look forward to hearing back from you and I also look forward to our involvement in 
future discussions. 




