
Francisco and Meghan- 

The petition we discussed reads per below: (a pdf of the 615 signatures s attached.) 
I STRONGLY suggest that Meghan includes this in the comments presented to the working 
groups. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Dennis O'Hern 

President 

Fishing Rights Alliance 

 

THE PETITION: florida Reefs process 

With regards to the 'Our Florida Reefs' process and the resulting Recommended Management 
Actions: Due to the lack of scientific basis, I oppose any action on the following proposals. 

  

N-59: Ban Spearfishing on SCUBA 

N-64: Require Registration of Fishing Gear in St. Lucie Inlet Preserve 

N-137: Designate SEFCRI Region as PSSA or ATBA 

S-8: Establish Coral Reefs Gardens 

S-54: Apply for Florida Reef Tract to be Designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site 

S-65: Nominate SEFCRI Region as a National Marine Sanctuary  

S-97: Reduce Bag Limit to 6 per Person per Day During Lobster Mini Season 

  

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) wrote a letter telling the group 
that Florida already has effective management plans in place. Perhaps the working group should 
listen. 



Ignoring existing science because the working group members 'know better' is unacceptable. 
That a National Marine Fisheries Service scientist known for anti-fishing and anti-spearfishing 
sentiments is guiding this effort is incomprehensible. 

None of these proposals has any proven benefits, but would certainly alienate many citizens' 
rights. Further, should any of these proposals come out of this group as recommended actions, I 
will vigorously oppose them at the agency level. 

I have a great deal of concern over the convoluted 'community support votes' boards set up at the 
public meetings.  Funny how NO opposition could be displayed, only support for these 
outrageous ideas. 

Further, I demand that an accounting of the costs of the process be made public, including who 
ordered and who paid for the imprinted backpacks, magnets, decals and plastic phone bags that 
were given out at the Our Florida Reefs public meetings. 

 

 

 


