
To: The Honorary Steven Abrams 
  Commissioner, Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners 
  Chair, Southeast Florida Coastal Ocean Task Force 
 The Honorary John Haddox 
  Commissioner, Martin County Board of County Commissioners 
  Vice-Chair, Southeast Florida Coastal Ocean Task Force 
From: Green Industry Associations Listed Below  
Date: March 1, 2016 
Subject: Southeast Florida Coastal Ocean Task Force, Draft Report 
 
Dear Commissioners Abrams and Haddox: 
 
The Golf and Green Industry Associations that are listed at the end of this letter want to congratulate 
you and all the members of the Southeast Florida Coastal Ocean Task Force (COTF) for the excellent 
work that you have undertaken to enhance the health of our coastal waters and restore the vigor of our 
reefs. The Final Recommendations Report that you prepared is comprehensive and includes many 
worthwhile recommendations. 
 
The hard-working people of the Golf and Green Industries are active stakeholders in the effort to 
improve the environmental health of Florida with particular attention paid to its precious waters. Each 
association listed below has a Best Management Practice (BMP), adopted by the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection (FDEP) or by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
(FDACS), by which we are rigorously guided as stewards of Florida’s valuable resources. We live and 
recreate here and want our children and grandchildren to enjoy Florida’s natural beauty for years to 
come. This is our legacy. 
 
We rely heavily on peer-reviewed science from FDEP, from FDACS, and the University of Florida’s 
Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS). In this regard, some of the recommendations 
made in the Yards, Gardens and Golf Course section of the COTF report are inconsistent with that 
science and would not stand up under sound scientific scrutiny.  
 
Of concern are such topics as: nutrients and run-off/leaching, the use of glyphosate and other 
pesticides, and the attributes of Paspalum versus other turfgrass varieties, among other statements in 
the report.  
 
In some cases, the COTF Report makes recommendations that are duplicative of programs already in 
existence. As an example, golf courses have a Best Management Program that was developed jointly by 
FDEP, UF/IFAS and the U.S. Golf Association Green Section.   
  
We would like to be involved in this process. The listed associations have an estimated annual economic 
impact of $23.32-billion on the State of Florida. In addition, we account for approximately 496,200 jobs 
in the state.  
 
We represent agronomists, soil and water scientists, entomologists, biologists and chemists who would 
be glad to help you gain an understanding of the research and science that is behind our practices. We 
can also direct you to independent, knowledgeable scientists at FDEP, FDACS and UF/IFAS.  
 



We agree with the COTF’s recommendation that public education is needed. To this end Green Industry, 
through the Environmental Research & Education Foundation (EREF), has developed the “Living Green” 
campaign, which task force members could use. For more information, see www.ereflorida.com. 
 
In conclusion, the associations that have signed this letter are in agreement with the approach that 
COTF has taken “to develop a holistic management plan for the southeast Florida coastal waters” for the 
improvement of coastal waters and reefs. We are requesting that peer-reviewed science be the 
underpinning of any such recommendations. Again, please include us as a stakeholder in this process.   
 
Sincerely, 
Certified Pest Control Operators of Florida 
Environmental Research & Education Foundation of Florida  
Florida Fertilizer & Agrichemical Association 
Florida Golf Course Superintendents Association 
Florida Landscape Management Association 
Florida Nursery, Growers and Landscape Association 
Florida Pest Management Association 
Florida Turfgrass Association 
South Florida Professional Golfers’ Association 
Sports Turf Managers Association, Florida Chapters 
Turf Producers of Florida 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

http://www.ereflorida.com/

