
 

 

Title: Establish maximum size limits to complement existing regulations for ecologically sig-

nificant reef-associated fish species (including but not limited to grouper and snapper spe-

cies and hogfish) to increase numbers of the larger, more fecund individuals within the 

southeast Florida assemblage. Note: slot limit is covered because there are minimums in 

place for these species.  

 

Objective: The intended outcome of this action is to increase protection of and reduce im-

pact to highly targeted reef fish species by all harvesters to increase populations and size-

class structures of highly-targeted reef fish species. An exception for lionfish will be made to 

support the continued removal of this species. 

 

Background: This recommended management action is being put forth in order to elimi-

nate the targeting of certain species of fish by all harvesters, as well as the discriminate re-

moval of commercially and ecologically important “trophy” reef fish species and individuals 

of reproductive size. 

View and comment on the Entire RMA Document at:  

www.ourfloridareefs.org/RMAcomment  
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Title: Encourage voluntary labeling of lead line for all cast nets over six feet and traps, as 

well as reporting the day, time and coordinates of any lost nets to St. Lucie Inlet Preserve 

State Park staff, SEAFAN, or participating local dive shops for retrieval on an as needed basis,  

for commercial and recreational fisherman, within the preserve to prevent and track lost 

gear (ghost nets).  

 

Objective: The intended outcome of this action is to prevent and track lost gear (marine   

debris), reduce impacts to coral reefs from lost gear including a decrease in incidental fishing 

pressure and bycatch, identify responsible parties for marine debris and resource impacts, 

and to promote greater responsibility and stewardship. 

Background: This recommended management action is being put forth because there is 

currently a presence of derelict fishing gear with no way to track the source. This action    

provides a way to follow up with the owner for abandoned or lost gear and identify a partner 

in the removal process. 

View and comment on the Entire RMA Document at:  

www.ourfloridareefs.org/RMAcomment  
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