


Focus Area - EDUCATION, OUTREACH, AWARENESS

Coral reefs and other Florida ecosystems are a standard part of 
the curriculum in our schools. Information about them is easily 
accessible to residents and visitors, resulting in a broad 
awareness of and appreciation for the value and beauty of our 
Florida reefs. 

People have the knowledge and understanding that their actions 
directly impact the reefs, and become active stewards of the 
ecosystems, and it is all part of the general conversation. 

Mandatory coral reef awareness training for dive certification, 
boating & fishing  licenses. Tourism industry effectively promotes 
conservation.



Focus Area - LAND-BASED SOURCES OF POLLUTION / WATER QUALITY

Improved water management with re-established historic flows and 
hydrology that allow increased filtration and adequate groundwater 
recharge, coupled with green land-management practices that result in 
cleaner water releases to tide.

Reduction of industrial, agricultural, and residential pollution at the 
source. Improved water management strategies with no discharge of 
sewage, storm runoff, lawn and gold course irrigation reaching the 
reefs.

Clean water, low in nutrients, sediments, contaminants, and a healthy 
reef with no algal dominance and free of coral diseases. 

Current water quality information readily available to the public.  



Focus Area – ENFORCEMENT

Due to wide appreciation of the value of our Florida reefs, 
sufficient funding is appropriated to provide effective, 
increased, adequate enforcement. 

Because of enforcement, voluntary compliance, and shared 
stewardship between agencies and the community, our reefs 
and sea life are healthy and thriving. 

Implementation of a coral reef abuse/violation hotline 
where calls are documented and responded to by a specific 
reef enforcement entity.  Well paid officers, lower attrition 
rate, environmentally aware judges and courts.  



Focus Area – DIRECT IMPACTS TO REEFS

Vessels using official mooring buoys that are well cited and 
provide adequate access for the boating community; no 
evidence of obvious anchor damage; and educated divers 
using reef-safe diving practices. 

Respectful and ethical use of fishing and diving gear, 
management of marine debris, and no or reduced impacts 
from the shipping industry. 

Large complete coral colonies and barrel sponges, abundant 
gorgonians, and dense seagrass beds; anchoring only in 
designated areas; no marine debris such as plastics, beer 
cans, and golf balls on the reef. 



Focus Area – COASTAL MANAGEMENT AND 
CONSTRUCTION

A natural beach shoreline that renourishes itself, and ports 
and inlets that preserve estuarine shorelines and reef 
resources and serve as examples of environmentally 
sensitive dredging; location of offshore infrastructure 
guided by resource protection goals. 

Efficient and effective regulatory system governing coastal 
construction and maintenance.

Clean water, self-sustaining beaches, and functioning 
coastal ecosystems providing habitat for foraging 
shorebirds and marine life such as sea turtles and juvenile 
fish, with adequate public access to beaches. 



Focus Area – FISHING, DIVING AND OTHER USES 

Users that value and respect a healthy reef have created a 
sustainable balance between protection and commercial and 
recreational uses, benefitting an eco-tourism economy. 

Users that respect and value the healthy and plentiful 
ecosystem resources, maintaining a sustainable balance 
between recreation, economic use, and protection. 

A healthy reef ecosystem with large and abundant fish, 
where we avoid user conflicts. 



QUALITY CHECK 

Each management action:

• is an activity that helps enhance or maintain the condition 
of coral reef ecosystems or reduce threats to coral reef 
ecosystems to ensure their long-term self-renewal

• is  a short phrase (less than 35 words): verb, object, and 
brief benefit of activity



Thank you 

for working so hard 

to help Florida’s 

coral reefs! 
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