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Mission statement

"To protect, restore, and manage
Florida's coastal system"
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Goals/purpose of the program:to permit coastal construction projects that comply with state statutes and rules. to follow-up with projects to ensure compliance with permitsJurisdiction – entire state of FL, resources below MHW and within state waters.



Beaches, Inlets and Port Projects Program

Permits for coastal construction projects
• Beach nourishment activities 
• Port expansion projects
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
JCP – “joint” permit issued instead of separate coastal construction permit, environmental resource permits and sovereign submerged lands authorizationJCP issued for beach restoration or nourishment; construction of erosion control structures such as groins and breakwaters; public fishing piers; maintenance of inlets and inlet-related structures; and dredging of navigation channels that include disposal of dredged material onto the beach or in the nearshore area. ERP permits issued for navigational dredging of deepwater ports. The ERP review ensures that such construction activities do not degrade water quality or damage marine resources (including corals, seagrasses, mangroves or habitat for manatees or marine turtles).



Multiple programs

Permit Processors: 
• Beaches, Inlets, and Port Projects

Supporting Programs:
• Beaches, Mining, and Environmental Resource 

Permits Support
• Engineering, Hydrology, and Geology Program
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Engineering review provides comments pertaining to the HB issues - ETOF.



Project-related impacts

Florida Statute 373.414
• Impacts must be avoided 

and minimized
• Unavoidable impacts 

must be mitigated for 
appropriately

8/1/2014 5

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Second Bullet: 373.414(1)(b)It shall be the responsibility of the applicant to choose the form of mitigation. The mitigation must offset the adverse effects caused by the regulated activity.Both of those bullets could be cited back to 373.414;   you could aslo mention 62-345; 62-330, and applicants handbook II (rules)



Project-related impacts
• Resources impacted

– Hardbottom: nearshore, 
near borrow areas, reefs

– Seagrass
– Mangroves

• Types of impacts
– Direct (loss): removal or 

burial
– Indirect (degradation): 

sedimentation/turbidity
– Permanent vs. temporary
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Beaches, Mining, and Environmental 
Resource Permit Support Program

• Mitigation
– UMAM: Uniform Mitigation Assessment Method (RULE)
– Compensation for lost ecosystem functions

• Monitoring
– Regulatory assurance
– Confirm anticipated impacts
– Unanticipated impacts? 
– Evaluate mitigation 
– Improves future projects
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Monitoring gives reasonable assurance needed to issue permitsProvides assurance that anticipated impacts are correct (extent/severity)Unanticipated impacts will be handled through permit compliance and enforcement



Management goals
• To improve:

– consistency of regulation and protection of resources
– monitoring of project-related impacts to resources 

• Recent/current actions:
– Uniform Mitigation Assessment Method under revision
– Beach Management Agreement - regional approach to 

sand management / monitoring
– Standard operating procedures for monitoring 

nearshore hardbottom
– New biological team to review projects and evaluate 

impacts
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discuss new UMAM and HB SOPBMA - improved understanding of natural variation



Other Agencies Issue Permits
• FDEP District Offices
• United States Army 

Corp of Engineers
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
DISTRICT OFFICE:Common Projects in the ERP ProgramSingle family docks, seawalls, dredging Single family wetland fill Marina development and reconfiguration Artificial reefs Fiber optic cable installation Mangrove trimming Ecosystem restoration Wetland enhancement Projects Unique to the Southeast District (SED)The Calypso U.S. Pipeline, LLC. project involved the installation of an approximately 3.2 mile dry tunnel beneath the seafloor to contain a natural gas pipeline designed to transport natural gas from the Bahamas to Port Evergades.The Port of Miami Tunnel project involved the conceptual approval of the installation of an underground two way highway tunnel traveling under the Government Cut waterway as the main entry/exit to and from the Port of Miami to meet the growing tourist and cargo demands of one of the busiest Ports in the world today. The Broward County Tire Reef Removal Project involves the removal of approximately 2 million tires that were placed on the seafloor in the 1970s for an artificial reef. It was later discovered that the tires did not provide the ideal substrate for natural colonization and were unstable, migrating with storm events onto the nearby natural reefs. Broward County along with other regulatory agencies are now working to remove the tires altogether to improve the health of the natural reefs and clean up the seafloor. USACEAny person, firm, or agency (including Federal, state, and local  government agencies) planning to work in navigable waters of the United States,  or discharge (dump, place, deposit) dredged or fill material in waters of the  United States, including wetlands, must first obtain a permit from the Corps.  Typical activities requiring Section  10 permits include: Construction of piers, wharves, breakwaters, bulkheads, jetties, weirs, dolphins, marinas, ramps, floats, intake structures, and cable or pipeline crossingsWork such as dredging or disposal of dredged materialExcavation, filling, or other modifications to navigable waters of the United States.Typical activities requiring Section  404 permits include:Discharging fill or dredged material in waters of the United States, including wetlandsSite development fill for residential, commercial, or recreational developmentsConstruction of revetments, groins, breakwaters, levees, dams, dikes, and weirsPlacement of riprap and road fillshttp://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/Navigation/NavigationProjects/MiamiHaborDeepeningStudy.aspx



Southeast District

Environmental 
Resource 
Permitting

Irene Arpayoglou, M.S.
Environmental Specialist II



Overview

• The Environmental Resource Permitting (ERP) program 
regulates almost all changes to the landscape that affect 
surface water flows.

• Clearing, grading, construction of structures, filling, and 
dredging, whether the work occurs in uplands, wetlands, or 
other surface waters

• The program addresses impacts to resources caused by 
dredging and filling in wetlands and other surface waters, as 
well as stormwater runoff quality and quantity
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Regulatory-vs-Proprietary
Regulatory refers to a type of authority 

that allows DEP to limit certain activities 

on private property, as well as on publicly 

owned lands, to some specific degree for 

the greater public good. 

DEP is required by acts of the Florida 

Legislature, to protect the natural 

resources of the state, such as air, water 

and wildlife, to insure that these 

resources will be healthy and abundant 

for present and future generations. 



Proprietary

How are Sovereignty Submerged Lands defined?

“Those lands including but not limited to tidal lands, islands, sand bars, 
shallow banks, and lands waterward of the ordinary or mean high water 
line, beneath navigable fresh water or beneath tidally-influenced waters, 

which the State of Florida acquired title on March 3, 1845 by virtue of 
statehood, and which have not been heretofore conveyed or alienated.”

(Chapter 18-21, F.A.C.)

The State is responsible for maintaining these submerged lands for a 
reasonable degree of public use and access, and to protect the lands for 
future public use. 



• The Division of State Lands, Bureau of Public Land 
Administration, manages the leases, subleases, easements, 
use agreements, deed restrictions, reverter revisions and 
other approvals for all activities on state-owned lands, title to 
which is or will be vested in the Board of Trustees (Governor 
and Cabinet) of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund. 

• Activities on state-owned lands, including surplus land sales, 
are revenue generating and bring in approximately $24 million 
dollars annually into the Internal Improvement Trust Fund.
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Resources we protect -Mangroves

• They protect shorelines  
from erosion

• Improve fishing



Wetlands 
Ch. 62-340

(the nemesis of homeowners)

• Florida Wetlands are 
defined as: those areas 
that are inundated or 
saturated by surface 
water or ground water at 
a frequency and a 
duration sufficient to 
support, and under 
normal circumstances do 
support, a prevalence of 
vegetation typically 
adapted for life in 
saturated soils. 



Seagrasses
• Improve water clarity
• Improve fishing
• Reduce erosion
• Provide habitat for 

commercially important 
species



Hardbottom Habitat

 Habitat
 Recreation (diving, 

fishing)
 Shoreline protection
 Generate jobs and 

income by attracting 
tourists 



Beachfront property 
and sea turtles.

 Exterior lights on 
beachfront property 
must be approved by 
FWC.

 Beach Furniture, decks, 
etc. 

 Most beach construction 
is regulated through 
DEP Beaches and 
Coastal sector, not our 
office.



Uplands

• No, we don’t 
regulate uplands (for 
the most part).

• But if there are listed 
species, FWC will 
get involved.



Types of Projects Regulated

Single family dock construction

Seawall repairs



Types of Projects Regulated

Commercial MarinasDredging

Boatlifts



Port Expansions, Utilities
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Compliance and Assistance
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Thank You!
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