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SOUTHEAST FLORIDA CORAL REEF INITIATIVE RECEIVES AWARD 
 

 
Jenny Báez accepting the award on behalf of the Southeast Florida Coral Reef Initiative (SEFCRI). 
 
On December 12th, 2013, the Southeast Florida Coral Reef Initiative (SEFCRI) was presented with a “Continuing 
Professional Achievement” Award by the Treasure Coast Chapter of the Florida Association of Environmental 
Professionals. SEFCRI is comprised of more than sixty local scientists, conservationists, educators and various 
reef users (TCC-FAEP). TCC-FAEP engages a broad range of 135+ members of the environmental community 
from Indian River County through Palm Beach County. Members nominated individuals and organizations for 
five competitive awards and finalist are selected by the TCC-FAEP Board of Directors. The Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection (FDEP) CRCP leads the implementation of the SEFCRI. FDEP CRCP staff member 
Jenny Baez accepted the award on behalf of SEFCRI, which is comprised of more than sixty local scientists, 
conservationists, educators, various reef users and representatives from regional agencies. 
 
“This is a well-deserved award for the SEFCRI Team, which has volunteered hundreds of hours of their time over 
the past nine years.  This award by the FAEP is a testament to the great work and commitment to coral reef 
conservation by the SEFCRI Team,” said Joanna Walczak, Southeast Regional Administrator of the FDEP 
Coastal Office. 
 
The SEFCRI Team has worked with FDEP CRCP staff to complete more than 127 research and education projects 
since 2004. The focus of this work has been on the northern third of the Florida Reef Tract from Key Biscayne 
off of Miami up to the St. Lucie Inlet near Stuart. SEFCRI Team members are spread throughout the four-county 
region of Martin, Palm Beach, Broward and Miami-Dade counties. 
 
The largest undertaking to date by the SEFCRI Team involves the launch of the Our Florida Reefs (OFR) 
Community Planning Process, which began with a series of twelve community meetings in June of this year. The 
purpose of the meetings were to roll out the 127 completed projects, announce the process, further engage the 
public, and to recruit members for the OFR Community Working Groups, which begin meeting in early 2014. 
The working group members will meet monthly to review the latest science and make management 
recommendations for the coral reefs offshore of southeast Florida. 
 
Learn more at www.SouthEastFloridaReefs.net or www.OurFloridaReefs.net 
 

http://www.southeastfloridareefs.net/
http://www.ourfloridareefs.net/

